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CLERK TO BILLS COMMITTEE ON SMOKING (PUBLIC HEALTH) (AMENDMENT) BILL 2019
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SECRETARIAT

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL COMPLEX

1 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ROAD

CENTRAL, HONG KONG

DEAR KWOK WAI KEUNG,

Re: Bills Committee: Regulate Alternative Tobacco Products Instead of Ban
Urging for a Proper Public Consultation

THE EMERGENCE OF ALTERNATIVE TOBACCO HAS BEEN NOTICEABLE IN MY INDUSTRY, WITH OUR
OUTDOOR BARS AND SEATING AREA. ONCE SMELLY, DIRTY AND UN-ENJOYABLE FOR NON-
SMOKERS, WE NOW SEE MORE BALANCE. THIS LEADS ME TO ASK, WHY IS THERE A BAN ON A
PRODUCT WHICH HELPS MY BUSINESS PROVIDE A CLEANER AND SAFER ENVIRONMENT2 AND BY
SAFER | AM SPECIFICALLY MEANING THAT WE ARE AT LESS RISK OF HAVING FIRE INCIDENTS AND
BURNT FURNITURE.

I WORK AT A BAR IN CENTRAL. WEEK ON WEEK THERE ARE DIFFERENT CONSUMERS VISITING THE
AREA AND ALSO CHOOSE TO SMOKE. HOWEVER SOME OF MY CONSUMERS CURRENTLY HAVE
ALREADY SWITCHED TO USE THESE ALTERNATIVE TOBACCO PRODUCTS. THIS HAS BENEFITTED MY
WORKING ENVIRONMENT AND ALSO MY STAFF WHICH SOME ARE NON-SMOKERS

THIS SEEMS A BIT STRANGE. AS A GOVERNING BODY, | WOULD HAVE EXPECTED MORE PUBLIC
CONSIDERATION FROM THE GOVERNMENT. IT FEELS LIKE THEY HAVE THOUGHT THAT ONE SIMPLE
DECISION COULD ELIMINATE A DISCUSSION OR A WHOLE COMMUNITY. | DON'T SUPPORT
SMOKING, BUT THOSE THAT CHOOSE TO DO SO, SHOULD ALSO HAVE THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE THE
BETTER WAY TO USE TOBACCO.

WE KINDLY ASK FOR A CONSULTATION AND NOT JUST A PUBLIC HEARING TO SHARE OUR VIEWS
AND ASK FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE FEEDBACK ON OUR VIEWS DIRECTLY.

AS A BUSINESS OWNER IN THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY, | AM ON THE FOREFRONT OF BOTH THE
TOURISM SECTOR AND ALSO HOPE TO SEE HONG KONG EVOLVE TO GIVE A BETTER ENVIRONMENT
FORITS PEOPLE TO LIVE AND GROW. AS YOU HAVE A POSITION TO REPRESENT THE PEOPLE | HOPE
YOU CAN TAKE THE BEST ACTION AND SUPPORT A BALANCE APPROACH FOR ALL PARTIES IN
HONG KONG.

SINCE YOU ARE A LEGCO MEMBER IN THE BILLS COMMITTEE, PLEASE SPEAK UP TO THE
GOVERNMENT TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC CONSULTATION FOR THE PUBLIC TO EXPRESS THEIR
OPINIONS.  HOPE YOU WILL SUPPORT A BALANCED APPROACH TO THIS ISSUE.

YOURS FAITHFULLY,

.

TENT

Mz NT + ‘ )
ASTA LiGHT D%E%P%E% O G

IGNIS
RECEIVED: Ma_ koo ey

luprmmre. S L
BRIOE _30/3 /<[] 16
Clud Mabegey

br.o Yielkralfl




000 CB(2)1214/18-19(204)01 [ [
LC Paper No. CB(2)1214/18-19(204)

Clerk to Bills Committee on Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019
Legislative Council Secretariat :

Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

Dear Mr. Kwok Wai Keung,

Re: Bills Committee: Regulate Alternative Tobacco Products Instead of Ban
Urging for a Proper Public Consultation

Recently, I heard that the government has proposed a bill to ban alternative tobacco products and
Heat not Burn products. I am writing this letter to express my opinion and disappointment on the
issue. As a bar owner of Central district, I would like to ask the government to seek a neutral
approach to the issue. This proposed ban affects public health of Hong Kong and does not make
sense.

Many of my customers and employees/are smoking cigarettes and alternative tobacco products,
and I can see the benefits to those who choose alternative tobacco products. A full ban on these
products will take the choice away from them, forcing them to continue using cigarettes. I
believe banning the product will also allow illegal tobacco sellers to profit from this ban, making
it accessible to minors through illegal channels.

In addition, the government has not conduct a public consultation to gather the opinions from the
people of Hong Kong. Without hearing the people of Hong Kong, the best decision cannot be
made for my customers and the people of Hong Kong.

Also, there are those who have already fully changed to these new alternatives. Many of my
customers, staff and even some family and friends are using these products. If they continue
smoking, having to go back to cigarettes is counter-intuitive in a modern society. I believe
smokers should have a choice to choose the proper product that is best for them.

As such, the Hong Kong Government should regulate these alternative tobacco products, not
banning them.

Please voice out to the government to conduct a public consultation regarding alternative tobacco
products. Since you are the LegCo member who joined the Bills Committee, please request the
government to open the gateway for the people to voice their opinions.

Sincerely,
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Clerk to Bills Committee on Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019
Legislative Council Secretariat

Legislative Council Complex »

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

bc_54_18@legco.gov.hk

April 03, 2019

Submission Reference Number: 2A00E4EE

Dear Hon KWOK Wai-Keung,

Re: Public Hearing on the Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019

With relation to the captioned bill amendment proposal from which a proposed blanket ban on
importation, selling and distribution on e-cigarettes and other alternative tobacco products was formally
“prescribed, | am writing to express my inmost concerns towards the potential negative impact that this
bill will have in our ongoing ability to build sustainable business platforms. Moreover | would like take
this opportunity to underline our commitment to provide necessary restrictions within our convenience
stores to mitigate your concerns that such alternative tobacco products may attract children and
adolescents.

As a member of Convenience Retail Asia, we at Circle K aim to fulfil the needs of Hong Kong citizens,
especially in our ability to provide products of choice for now and into the future. This bill will inherently
restrict existing smokers in Hong Kong to switch to these alternative tobacco products such as heated
tobacco products (HTPs) for which we see strong demand in this region. A complete ban on the
alternative tobacco products very likely will encourage the expansion of illicit trade on these products
which are already existed in the black market. Our view is that this approach is misplaced. Rather we
would like to express our total support of a proposal to appropriately regulate such products given we
understand there is a significant potential for these products being less harmful® than cigarettes. Hence,
a regulatory approach to allow these products for smokers, and at the same time strictly restrict youth
access makes more sense.

' b4
»
OKEFIEHB LT i
CIRCLE K CONVENIENCE STORES (HK) LTD. -
Mailing Address: 14/F, LiFung Centre, 2 On Ping Street, Siu Lek Yuen, Shatin, Hong Kong o

Tel: (852) 2991 6300  Fax: (852) 2991 6302
www.circlek.hk

A Fung Retailing Company



Not only will the proposed blanket ban on alternative tobacco products restrict existing smokers to have
a choice to a less harmful® alternative but more importantly affecting those surrounding them and the
society as a whole. In particular, if all smokers switch to these non-combustible alternatives, the second-
hand and third-hand .smoke issue which is an inconvenience to most non-smokers will be much
minimized.

Furthermore with our commitment to corporate social responsibilities, we can assure you that our
convenience store operations will continuously adhere to strict youth smoking prevention measures.
Such examples include periodic training of our operators pertaining to these guidelines.

As the LegCo Bills Committee reviews this submission, it is my hope that you would lend our hand in
support for a balanced approach to protect the public health and the consumers’ freedom of choice
through regulation, rather than a ban.

I sincerely believe the above suggestions will complement the Government’s existing policies and create
a better Hong Kong for its current and future generations.

Most grateful for your kind attention.

Sincerely,

(e

Pak Chi Kin
Chief Operating Officer
Circle K Convenience Stores (HK) Limited

! public Health England (PHE) — an advisory agency of the UK Department of Health — concluded in its updated
review that available evidence suggests that heated tobacco products may be considerably less harmful than
tobacco cigarettes and more harmful than e-cigarettes: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-
cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-evidence-review

The UK Committee of Toxicity makes public its core conclusions that heating tobacco produces fewer harmful
chemicals than tobacco cigarettes:
https://cot.food.gov. uk/sites/defauit/files/heat not burn tobacco statement.pdf

OKEFIEHRATE
CIRCLE K CONVENIENCE STORES (HK) LTD.
Mailing Address: 14/F, LiFung Centre, 2 On Ping Street, Siu Lek Yuen, Shatin, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2991 6300 Fax: (852) 2991 6302
www.circlek.hk

A Fung Retailing Company
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