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Dear Sir/ Madam,

I am writing this letter to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask
law. I hope you would sincerely consider it.

The anti-mask law has caused much white terror in Hong Kong in that people in need
(especially the sick ones) are now afraid of wearing a mask. There was an incident when a
cancer patient was impolitely questioned and harassed by the police for wearing a mask even
though he was holding a valid doctor’s certificate. In addition, the right for Hong Kong press
to wear anti-tear gas mask during their performance of reporter duty has been repeatedly
challenged and even denied by the Hong Kong police. It is highly doubtful whether Hong
Kong police has the legal sense and professional training in executing this anti-law mask.
These are two This is one of the many examples where the Police force blatantly disregards
that law which allows one to wear a mask as long as there’s a justifiable reason. In the
current situation, the law has done nothing more than unnecessarily empowering the Police
Force for their abuse.

[ urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and bring peace to Hong Kong. We
appreciate your kind service and wise consideration.
Thank you.

Regards,
Florence Leung
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Dear Sir or Madam

[ am writing to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask law.

Basic Law clearly states that Hong Kong (HK) residents shall have “freedom of speech, of
the press ... freedom of association, of assembly, of procession and of demonstration ...”
Due to various reasons, some people need to wear masks to protect themselves from being
identified when they join demonstration of some controversial issues. Therefore, if they are
not allowed to wear masks due to this anti-mask law, this will deprive of their rights to join
demonstration or assembly. This is against the Basic Law.

Carrie Lam said “HK is not in a state of emergency” despite the enactment of the law. This
is contradictory in itself. I1f HK is not in a state of emergency, why was it necessary to
implement the anti-mask law so quickly that the Legislative Councillors could not have
detailed discussions before the enactment of the anti-mask law? After the enactment of the
law, it seems that there is in fact, nothing is so “‘emergent™. It is clear that Carrie Lam made
use of the Emergency Regulations Ordinance (ERO) to enact the anti-mask law so as to
extend her power to enact more and more laws without going through the Legislative
Council. This is again against the Basic Law which clearly states that the Legislative
Council has the main functions to enact, amend or appeal laws and the government can only
“propose new legislation or amendments to existing legislation”. The government does not
have power to enact laws. Therefore, I believe there is in fact no need to enact the anti-mask
law and the ERO should be cancelled immediately.

Since the enactment of the anti-mask law, is it effective? We can see from news that lots of
people continue to wear masks when they join rallies and marches. Therefore, it proves that
the anti-mask law fails to serve its enactment purpose. Therefore, the legislation of this
anti-mask law should be vetoed.

Based on the above, | strongly oppose to the legislation of the anti-mask law and the ERO!

Regards
D Ho
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Dear Sir/Madam

| strongly oppose to the legislation of the anti-mask law.

According to Article 27 of the Basic Law, Hong Kong residents shall have “freedom of
speech,.of the press ... freedom of association, of assembly, of procession and of
demonstration ...” Some people may work for Chinese banks or companies with funding
from China. These people really need to wear masks when they join rallies or
demonstrations or marches. 1f they are not allowed to wear masks and if their supervisors
know they joined such activities, they may lose their jobs. In extreme cases, some people
may not want their relatives or friends to know they are homosexual and so they need to wear
masks when they join rallies/marches for some protests regarding the topic of homosexual.
Some other people may want to wear masks when they join demonstrations on some
controversial topics. Therefore, the anti-mask law will certainly deprive of the freedom of
these people and thus is against the Basic Law.

The law bans anyone to wear mask at lawful rallies and marches, unlawful or unauthorised
assemblies. However, since policemen abuse their power, even though the civilians who are
wearing masks are just walking in the streets, they may be stopped and searched by the
policemen. You may say stop and search is no big deal. But it certainly creates white terror
to some people and it is nuisance to the general public and are wasting people’s time.

Besides, if people are afraid to be stopped and searched and choose not to wear mask even
when they are very sick of cough or upper respiratory tract infection. This will cause health
hazard as such infectious diseases will easily infect others in such a crowded city. This will
also lead to increasing expenditure on health sector.

Let’s take a look of the result of implementation of the anti-mask law. Does the enactment of
this law really successfully make people not to wear masks during assembly, procession and
demonstration? No, it’s not, the result is negative. More and more people continue to wear
masks and the policemen in fact, cannot enforce the law during protest activities. Since
policemen are unable to implement the law, why not veto it?

Based on the above. | hope the Legislative Council can veto this anti-mask law!

Regards

A HK Resident
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Dear Sir/ Madam,

[ am writing this letter to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask
law.

The anti-mask law has caused much white terror in Hong Kong in that people in need
(especially the sick ones) are now afraid of wearing a mask. There was an incident when a
cancer patient was impolitely questioned and harassed by the police for wearing a mask even
though he was holding a valid doctor’s certificate. In addition, the right for Hong Kong press
to wear anti-tear gas mask during their performance of reporter duty has been repeatedly
challenged and even denied by the Hong Kong police. It is highly doubtful whether Hong
Kong police has the legal sense and professional training in executing this anti-law mask.
These are two This is one of the many examples where the Police force blatantly disregards
that law which allows one to wear a mask as long as there’s a justifiable reason. In the
current situation, the law has done nothing more than unnecessarily empowering the Police
Force for their abuse.

[ urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and bring peace to Hong Kong.
Thank you.

Regards,
Rhondda Lo
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L€ Opposition to the legislation of Anti -mask Law

Y
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Dear Sir or Madam

1 am writing to cxpress my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask law.

The $long Kong (1K) guvernment has mvoked the Emergency Regulatons Qedinanee (RCE) o implement an ant-mask law. [owever, Carrie
Lams said “THN i natin a staie of emergency” despite the enaciment of the law, Thig is conteadictory i dtself beeaase i01 1 s not in a state of
emergency, why was il necessary o implement the anti-mask Taw so quickly that the Lepishisve Counclllors eannot have detailed discussions
befure the enaciment? ©On the other hand, since the enactment of thwe anti-mask law on Getnber 3,41 seems o the general public thar there is in
fact, nothing is se “cmeegent™. In faer, | believe that Carrie Lam made use uf the RO 1o enacr the ant-mask law so as o ferther extend her
power to enact moze and moee laws withour the necd o go through the Legislative Couneil This is very dangerous and is against the Basic Law
which elearly states that the Legislative Council Bas the main functions to enact, amend or appeal laws and the government can only “propose
new legistaton or amendments o existing kegislation™. T'he government does aot have power w ensct laws. Therefore, T heleve there is in facr
a0 need 1o enace the anti-mask law and the ERCO should be eaneclied immediarcly.

Hesiles, the law savs “Anyone who wears mask widd marehes, unlawtul or uaethorised wssemblics, or at rivrs could be seatenced
wrayear in jail anel 1 Boe of HTKS25,000°7 Afer the enaciment of the anti-mask Taw, it ss appazent that hots of citizens contisue t wear masks
during rallics and marches, no matter whether they are lawful or unleful, Thesefore, it proves that the anti-mask T Fils 0 serve its enaciment
purpexe. Theretory, the legislaton of thix ant-muask b should be vesoed.

P

[1is stated that “Exemptions include those wearing masks at protests for professional or paid work. or for religious or medical reasons”.
However, lots of news disclosed that the policemen abused their powee 10 force the Press and first aiders (o remove their ani-teaggas masks. It
also happened thar the policemen impalitely questinned and harassed 2 cancer patieat for weating a mask even though the patient had 2 valid
doctor's certiticate. (n the other hand, the policemen themselves ean have privilege o weae mask o cover their face and also they do not wear
their warrant cards when they are on duty, Therefore, a side-cfieer of the anti-mask law is to provide privilege to the policemen while civilians®
rights o wear masks is suppressed. Vhis injustice will only lead to more coaflicts between civilians and policemen

Bascd on the above, 1 oppose to the legislation of the anti-mask law and in tact, the RO should also be cancelled immediately. Otherwise, 11K
will never have peace.

Regrards

Ms Nt
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Suggested wording
Dear Sir/ Madam,

[ am writing this letter to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask
law. :

The anti-mask law has caused much white terror in Hong Kong in that people in need
(especially the sick ones) are now afraid of wearing a mask. There was an incident when a
cancer patient was impolitely questioned and harassed by the police for wearing a mask even
though he was holding a valid doctor’s certificate. In addition, the right for Hong Kong press
to wear anti-tear gas mask during their performance of reporter duty has been repeatedly
challenged and even denied by the Hong Kong police. It is highly doubtful whether Hong
Kong police has the legal sense and professional training in executing this anti-law mask.
These are two This is one of the many examples where the Police force blatantly disregards
that law which allows one to wear a mask as long as there’s a justifiable reason. In the
current situation, the law has done nothing more than unnecessarily empowering the Police
Force for their abuse.

[ urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and bring peace to Hong Kong.
Thank you,
Regards,
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To Whom it may concern
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Ms Betty Ma

Clerk to Subcommittee on Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation

(E-mail: ()
Views on Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation -

The Administration enforced the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation starting from 4
October, claiming the legal grounds lie in the Emergency Regulations Ordinance {Cap. 241),
which, indeed, is outdated and is in contradiction with the Basic Law which has come into
effect since the 1997 Handover. Article 73 of the Basic Law states very clearly that the
power “To enact, amend or repeal laws” lies in the Legislative Council. Enactment of the
Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation solely by the Administration should be rendered
ultra vires. The so-called legal grounds provided by Cap. 241 should be overrided by the
Basic Law which provides the overarching constitutional principles after Handover.

Regulations of similar natures in other parts of the world do not justify the enforcement of
the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation in Hong Kong either. Those examp[ers being
guoted by pro-government legislators are all enacted by proper legislative procedures,
unlike the Hong Kong case in question when the Regulation in question is effected bypassing
the legislature, as mentioned. Secondly, for regimes which has in its laws a similar
regulation, their government are democratically elected and are accountable to all citizens,
vis-a-vis Hong Kong’s government is elected by a handful of 1200 Election Committee
members.

On a practical level, the enforcement calls for very subjective judgement from Hong Kong's
police officers. The proposed regulation states that “pre-existing medical or health reasons,
religious reasons and a person being engaged in a profession or employment” maybe
excused for covering the face. However, in the past few weeks, we already see police
officers have heen rebuking the excuses raised by mask-wearing persons whom are being
searched by the police. What is even more ironic, the police officers searching citizens are
all masked and have concealed their identification numbers. The police have failed to
demonstrate the ability to enforce the law in a sensible way, but instead taking it as a tool
to arrest arbitrarily.

Last but not least, the privacy of citizens in participating rallies, the rights to which is
guaranteed by Article 27 of the Basic Law, should be protected. A regulation that forbids
citizens to remain anonymous in legal assemblies, processions and demonstrations
accordingly to the Basic should not be enacted.

As such, the enforcement of Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation should be seriously
condemned. Not only does it violate Hong Kong's proper legislative procedures, it also
heavily infringes Hong Kong citizens’ basic human rights, and ultimately, Hong Kong’s rule of
law.

Yours faithfully,
A Hong Kong Citizen
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Legislative Council

5 Nov 2019

Dear Sir/ Madam,
| am writing this letter to oppose the legislation of the anti-mask law.

The law has caused much stress and worries among Hong Kong citizens. | know
some people who are afraid to wear a mask even though they feel sick for the
reason that they are too scared to take the risk of being arrested. Some people
may say patients with medical certificates should not be afraid. However, feeling
sick is quite subjective before they are diagnosed. People do not have any
certificate when they are on their way to see a doctor. It is an undeniable fact that
whenever a person wear a mask on the street he or she faces the risk of being
arrested, because it is up to the police to decide who to be arrested with or
without sufficient reasons. The process of being arrested is extremely worrying
and stressful even though the person may be released in the end.

Therefore, [ hereby urge the Legislative Council to veto the law, or at least make
an exemption for children under 11 and elderly about 65.
Yours Faithfully,

Jimmy
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o EniaiL:

Secretariat
Legislative Council
HKSAR

Dear Sir / Madam
CONSULTATION ON ANTI-MASK LAWS

| am a citizen and permanent resident of Hong Kong SAR {born in Hong Keng) and
would like to express MY OPPOSITION to enact the subject laws. My reasons are as
followed:- '

1, The Basic Laws of Hong Kong SAR have explicitly granted the right of gatherings
and protests to Hong Kong people. The enactment of subject laws will seriously
undermine our rights on the freedom of speech, gatherings and protests;

2. The recent cases of unreasonable staff dismissals by certain HK airlines and large
companies in HK due to individual staff expression of different political opinion -
and to protect the potential threats to core Hong Kong values — freedom, equality
and justice has provided CLEAR evidence that the enactment of subject laws WILL
create a state of white terror for people to freely express their views;

3. Existing laws and law enforcements agencies have sufficient power and tools to
prevent and prosecute those breaking the laws, Prior to the enactment of subject
laws on 4 October 2019, the police have arrested more than 1500 people in
relation to the unlawful protests or gatherings as well as vandalism. According to
the Chief Executive’s statement, such laws would help to deter the continuous
protests and unrest which until today has proven totally a failure; and

4, Last but not the least, as an ordinary man, | could not understand why there is no
ban for wearing masks on pick pockets, robbers, gangsters and murders but on
the contrary ban is imposed on ORDINARY MEN AND WOMEN who participate in
lawful and peaceful demonstrations or protests in opposing unreasonable and
unjust policies implemented by the authority???

)
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Dear 5ir/ Madam,

| am writing this [etter to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask law.

The anti-mask law has caused much white terror in Hong Kong in that people in need (especially the sick
ones) are now afraid of wearing a mask. There was an incident when a cancer patient was impolitely
guestioned and harassed by the police for wearing a mask even though he was holding a valid doctor’s
certificate. In addition, the right for Hong Kong press to wear anti-tear gas mask during their
performance of reporter duty has been repeatedly challenged and even denied by the Hong Kong police.
It is highly doubtful whether Hong Kong police has the legal sense and professional training in executing
this anti-law mask. These are two This is one of the many examples where the Police force blatantly
disregards that law which allows one to wear a mask as long as there's a justifiable reason. In the
current situation, the law has done nothing more than unnecessarily empowering the Police Force for
their abuse,

I urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and bring peace to Hong Kong.

Thank you.

Regards,

Avis Lau

To: A
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:@) : Comments on Anti-mask law
Veronica Chan to: Kyyeung 05/11/2019 09:04

Dear sir/ madam,

I sincerely hope that the government could withdraw the Anti-mask law. Since the law has
heen effective, it has not helped to settle the recent social movement, but posed fear to the
society and craate absolutely uncessary misunderstanding between citizens and the law
enforcement units. It has also posed a serious health threat to the public, and I hope the
government will not forget what SARS has taught us.

Best regards,

V Chan

A HK citizen
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@) Comments on face covering regulation
o to: kyyeung 05/11/2019 09:03

Dear sirs,

I'm writing to comment on the captioned regulation as a Hong Kong citizen.

There is absolutely no ground on the enactment of the regulation.

1. This is based on a colonial law which was only enacted once in 1967 when Hong Kong was
in such a serious disruption, which is nothing to compared to the situation now as the chaos
are mostly caused by the police.

2. The police does not have the ahility to enact the regulation properly. There are cases
where patients are being challenged and threatened even after presenting their medical
certificates. Of course this may be due to the fact we do not have a reasonably competent
police force. But before we have one, apparently there's no one who can police the
regulation properly.

3. The government states that the regulation could turn Hong Kong back to a peaceful state,
which doesn't seem the case now. The regulation has merely fuelled further anger amongst
the citizens and fights between protestors and the police.

And stop saying why Hong Kong should have this regulation because other countries also
do. Those countries enjoy at least the universal suffrage which we don't.

Lo, Kar Lam
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@ Against Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation
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To: The Subcommittee on Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation
Dear Siv/Madam Secretary.

1 am writing to you to submit my concerns as a regular citizen of Hong Kong, regarding the Prohibition on Face
Covering Regulation. and my concerns are as follows:

1) Establishing the regulation via emergency law is a gross overstep in executive branch over our pre-existing
legislative branch, as face covering does not directly lead to, nor is able to effectively deter violence, As we
have seen since the Government’s announcement. violence has not decreased, nor has the will of the people to
protest the multitude of injustices over the past few manths.

2) Whilst the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation provide a reasonable excuse for those who have good
reasons to cover their face, the excuse can only be exercised after being charged. There is no clear protection
for those with reasonable excuse to avoid unreasonable arrest and/or harassment by the police. We have already
seen cases of police using this regulation to harass journalists who have perfect reasonable excuse. and under
the current social-political climate, if a regulation can be exploited by those with authority (and apparently.
impunity), and does not proteet regular citizens with reasonable excuse from arrest and/or harassment from said
authority. then it is not in the public’s best interest to be established. Especially considering it has shown no
deterrent factor as per point 1, nor is it proven to be the direct cause of any violence,

3} In a society that has seen cases of companies firing and/or punishing staff members for their political views

{e.g. Cathay Pacific), there is good reason that citizens who partake in legal protests and when exercising their
freedom of expression may wish to cover their faces to avoid being identified by their employers or workplace
superiors. Unless there is a regulation to protect citizens from workplace consequences due to exercising their

legal freedom of expression, the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation will strip their personal discretion to
remain anonymous, and acts as a tool for those aiming to oppress others® freedom of expression.

4) Whilst it may assist police work to a small degree. such regulation comes in a much steeper price for the
regular law-abiding citizen and their freedom. A regular citizen could now potentially face harassment,
unreasonable arrests and workplace dismissals/punishment due to the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation,
left without any protection. | would argue that the price a law-abiding regular citizen may pay is not worth the
ineffective deterring of violence and crimes as we have witnessed thus far.

In conclusion, the Governiment's original theory that the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation will deter

violence has thus far proven untrue, however presents a multitude of issues for law-abiding citizens, none of
which the regulation has any protection for. Therefore, | implore the subcommittee and the legco to remove a
regulation that does not serve the general public.

Yours sincerely,

Chris Fung

HK Citizen
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Chichi Yau  to: 05/1112019 10:57
Dear Sir/ Madam,

[ am writing this letter to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask
law.

The anti-mask law has caused much white terror in Hong Kong in that people in need
(especially the sick ones) are now afraid of wearing a mask. There was an incident when a
cancer patient was impolitely questioned and harassed by the police for wearing a mask even
though he was holding a valid doctor’s certificate. In addition, the right for Hong Kong press
to wear anti-tear gas mask during their performance of reporter duty has been repeatedly
challenged and even denied by the Hong Kong police. It is highly doubtful whether Hong
Kong police has the legal sense and professional training in executing this anti-law mask.
These are two This is one of the many examples where the Police force blatantly disregards
that law which allows one to wear a mask as long as there’s a justifiable reason. In the
current situation, the law has done nothing more than unnecessarily empowering the Police
Force for their abuse.

I urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and bring peace to Hong Kong.

Thank you.

Regards,
Chivia Yau
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Kind regards,

Justin Chan
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Dear Sir/ Madam,

[ am writing this letter to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask
law.

The anti-mask law has caused much white terror in Hong Kong that people in need
(especially the sick ones) are now afraid of wearing a mask. There was an incident when a
cancer patient was impolitely questioned and harassed by the police for wearing a mask even
though he was holding a valid doctor’s certificate. In addition, the right for Hong Kong press
to wear anti-tear gas mask during their performance of reporter duty has been repeatedly
challenged and even denied by the Hong Kong police. It is highly doubtful whether Hong
Kong police has the legal sense and professional training in executing this anti-law mask.
These are two This is one of the many examples where the Police force blatantly disregards
that law which allows one to wear a mask as long as there’s a justifiable reason. In the
current situation, the law has done nothing more than unnecessarily empowering the Police
Force for their abuse.

1 urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and bring peace to Hong Kong.
Thank you.

Regards,
Ms Leung
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Cﬁ) Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation
R4 wankwong kwok  to: w 05/11/2019 10:55

Dear sir

I write to register my objection against the HKSAR government’s recent
decision of implementing the above regulation. I believe the move will restrict

the freedom of speech and deprive Hong Kong citizens of basic human rights.
Therefore | am totally against the Regulation.

Yours faithfully

KWOK Wan-kwong
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Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation is unlawful
Denton Chen to: kyyeung 05/11/2019 10:55

Dear Sirs/Madam,

| am writing to submit my views towards the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation{*PFCR"). | am in objection
towards PFCR.

According to the Chief Executive, the power of enactment of PFCR arese from section 2 of the Emergency
Regulations Ordinance (“ERO"). ERQ is an outdated regulations that was enacted before the Hong Kong Bill of
Rights Ordinance {"HKBORO"). The power of enactment conferred by ERO to the Chief Executive in Council
{(*CEIC"} did not take into considerations the protection of fundamental rights as promised HKBORO. Section 5 of
the HKBORO only permits derogation in the exceptional circumstances of a public emergency, namely where the
life of the nation is at risk. The blanket prehibition on face covering is a disproportionate derogation of HK citizens'
basic fundamenta! rights. It restricted HK citizens freedom of expression and freedom of speech, promised by

both HKBORO and the Basic Law (*BL") and which is disproportionate and without legitimate grounds.

The enactment of PFCR by CE is also inconsistent with BL48, BL62 and BLE5 to the extent that it permits the
CEIC to bypass the Legislative Council (‘LegCor). It is the primary duty for the LegCo as the legislative branch to
enact law, while the Governiment, as the executive branch, only enjoys the power to draft and introduce bills,
motions and subordinate legislation to the LegCo (BL 82(5)). Section 3(2) of PFCR stipulates a person
contravenes section 3(1) of PFCR is liable to maximum imprisonment of 1 year and a fine at level 4. The power of
the CEIC to make general law with criminal consequences must be restricted to exceptional circumstances ofa
public emergency and when it is not possible to convene the legislature. The CE has herself denied the state of
emergency when announcing the enactment of PFCR in a press conference at3 p.m. on 4 October 2019. PFCR
is a product of the Government abdicating of the LegCo’s duties as the legislature (BL 66 and 73) and a violation

of the separation of powers between the Government and the Lego (BL 62 and 73).

In fact, after PFCR came into effect on 5 October 2019, clashes between Police Force and citizens continue.
Although section 4 of PFCR provides a statutory defence for persons having lawful authority or reasonable
excuse to use a facial covering and Secretary for Security John Lee Ka-chiu on the date of enactment has
explicitly said reporters in the field would be protected, the Police Force clearly has an contradicting view. Senior
Superintendent and Ng Cheuk-Han and Tse Chun Chung John at press conference on & and 28 October 2019
respectively said the law did not specify journalists would be exempted under the workretated category, while
police in the field continuing to pull off reporters’ masks. Since PFCR came into force, we see PFCR has offered

us little protection and is often abused by Police.
in view of the above, | object to PFCR,
Regards,

Kind Regards,
Denton Yan Chen
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(ﬂ) Anti mask act
i

A

Under the basic law, the Lego
abolish law in hk. The use of
basic law. It also undermines
confident and the status as a

it is also reflected that the
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should have the power to enact, amend and
ERO may overcome the power of legco under
the image of hk and affects investors
financial Center.

general public do not support this anti mask

act from various surveys. We can see the frontline of police force do not
understand the details and scope of exemptions, eg the reporters / media
have an exemption and the citizens still have rights to wear masks for

health reasons.

Thanks
Renee
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