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Dear Sir/Madam,

I write regarding the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation, which not only did not solve
any existing problems, but has created numerous new ones.

The Regulation has been in effect for a month now and the large scale panic it caused has
severe damaging effect to Hong Kong as an international city and especially a financial hub.
If the government blames the protests for diminishing investors' confidence in the market,
then so is the Regulation to blame

The use of face masks as a preventive measure against communicable diseases has seen a
decrease as many citizens are concerned that they may be labelled and targeted as "rioters".
We have seen videos of citizens being harrassed by the Police Force merely for wearing face
masks, Wearing face masks should not only be allowed when citizens have already consulted
a doctor, otherwise it would lose its value as an acccessible way to prevent mass spread of
germs and diseases. In the best interest of public health, ways to protect an ordinary citizen's
right to wear a mask must be explored.

It should also be taken into consideration citizens' right to protect themselves from
ill-intentioned people. Peaceful protesters have been filmed and photographed against their
wish by people of different political views. With their identities becoming public knowledge,
they have been harassed and their privacy invaded. Whilst the Regulation may have been
intended to stop violent protests, the social movement has seen no sign of dying down. It
proves that the Regulation has serious flaws and is unable to stop the polarization of our city.
The government must try ways other than oppression if Hong Kong is to recover from this
chaos.

Regards,

Ms BW Kwok
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(ﬁ my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask [aw.
N Z Liz Chan to: — 05/11/2019 T4 04:30
Dear Sir/ Madam,

I am writing this letter to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask law.

The anti-mask law has caused much white terror in Hong Kong in that people in need
(especially the sick ones) are now afraid of wearing a mask. There was an incident when a
cancer patient was impolitely questioned and harassed by the police for wearing a mask even
though he was holding a valid doctor’s certificate. In addition, the right for Hong Kong press
to wear anti-tear gas mask during their performance of reporter duty has been repeatedly
challenged and even denied by the Hong Kong police. It is highly doubtful whether Hong
Kong police has the legal sense and professional training in executing this anti-law mask.
These are two This is one of the many examples where the Police force blatantly disregards
that law which allows one to wear a mask as long as there’s a justifiable reason. In the current
situation, the law has done nothing more than unnecessarily empowering the Police Force for
their abuse.

[ urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and bring peace to Hong Kong.

Thank you.

Regards,
Liz Chan
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Dear sir/madam

I don't think this xrule is necessary at all. If the purpose is to deter
people who are violence. They will not stop just because of this. Doing
this will only cause more trouble in scociety when the law is wrongly
enforced by police and cause more problem between citizen in HongKong and
police.

It is absolutely not comparable to other countries like US where the police
am and be easily identified and if this rule is not equally applied to
everyone. The government who do it wrong can held responsible by public
vote.

Pleage stop this law iwmediately

Regards
Zenith
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Dear Sir/ Madam,

I would like to show my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask law of the
following reason:

-Wearing mask is a very basic freedom as a citizen in HK.

-Anti mask always would pose a serious public health issue specially for transmitting virus in
the public.

-it is hard for police to judge if a person is necessary to wear a mask in assembly. It causes
argument.

-From the practice of anti mask law, it has been proved that police make use of the law to
suppress the right of HK people. A large number of reports have shown that people who are
not attending an assembly have suffered from police abuse of anti mask law.

-It would not ease the situation of protest even the law is enforced, it would only expand the
power of police force and cause more injustice police abuse

-the press has the need to wear mask to protect themselves in the protest, the right and safety
could not be protected when the law is enforced ( proved in past few weeks)

I strong urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and not to bring injustice and
convenient of police abuse to HongKongers.

Thank you.

Regards,

TSUI WAI Shan
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Dear Sir/Madam Secretary,

I am writing to you to submit my concerns as a regular citizen of Hong
Xong, regarding the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation, and my
concerns are as follows:

1} Establishing the regulation via emergency law is a gross overstep in
executive branch over our pre-existing legislative branch, as face covering
does not directly lead to, nor is able to effectively deter violence. As we
have seen since the Government’'s announcement, violence has not decreased,
nor has the will of the people to protest the multitude of injustices over
the past few months.

2) Whilst the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation provide a reasonable
excuse for those who have good reasons to cover their face, the excuse can
only be exercised after being charged. There is no clear protection for
those with reasonable excuse to avoid unreasonable arrest and/or harassment
by the police. We have already seen cases of police using this regulation
to harass journalists who have perfect reasonable excuse, and under the
current social-political climate, if a regulation can be exploited by those
with authority (and apparently, impunity), and deoes not protect regular
citizens with reasocnable excuse from arrest and/or harassment from said
authority, then it is not in the public’s best interest to be established.
Especially considering it has shown no deterrent factor as per point 1, nor
is it proven to be the direct cause of any violence.

3) In a society that has seen cases of companies firing and/or punishing
staff members for their political views (e.g. Cathay Pacific), there is
good reason that citizens who partake in legal protests and when exercising
their freedom of expression may wish to cover their faces to avoid being
identified by their employers or workplace superiors. Unless there is a
regqulation to protect citizens from workplace consequences due to
exercising their legal freedom of expression, the Prohibition on Face
Covering Regulation will strip their personal discretion to remain
anonymous, and acts as a tool for those aiming to oppress others’ freedom
of expression.

4) Whilst it may assist police work to a small degree, such regulation
comes in a much steeper price for the regular law-abiding citizen and their
freedom. A regular citizen could now potentially face harassment,
unreasonable arrests and workplace dismissals/punishment due to the
Prohibition on Face Coverlng Regulation, left without any protection I
would argue that the price a law-abiding regular citizen may pay is not
worth the ineffective deterring of v101ence and crimes as we have witnessed
thus far.

In conclusion, the Government’s original theory that the Prohibition on
Face Covering Regulation will deter violence has thus far proven untxue,
however presents a multitude of issues for law-abiding citizens, none of
which the regulation has any protection for. Therefore, I implore the
subcommittee and the legco to remove a regulation that does not serve the
general public.

Yours sincerely,
Ms Fung
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Dear Sir,

I am against the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation based on the following grounds:

It is a piece of regulation which was put into practice without due process of consultation and
debate through the proper established channels, such as the Legislative Council, the only
legitimate law creation body in Hong Kong.

The Regulation creates more problems than it intends to solve: specifically, it has led to
further Police abuses and indiscriminate arrests with no proper reason. '

The Regulation presumes that whoever covers their face is carrying out wrongdoings, which
is against the principle of presumption of innocence until proven guilty.

The Regulation itself is unjust as it violates individual human rights. :

The Regulation exempts policemen from the regulation which enables and encourages police
officers to abuse their power without fear of being recognized and eventually brought to
justice. This fact is borne out by the increase in the number of rampant Police abuses since
the introduction of the Regulation.

Regards,
Anita Yau
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Dear Sir
pl-]
>> I write in relation to the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation (the
"Regulation"). I strongly disagree with the imlementation of the
Regulation and strongly urge the Regulation to be withdrawn,
>
>> I wish to highlight the following:
>
»» 1. The Emergency Regulations Ordinance (the "ERO") is an outdated

legislation. It is not suitable in 2019 and the powers conferred on the ™
Chief Executive under the ERO grogsly infringe the rights conferred under
the Basic Law and other applicable internatiomnal human rights legislation.
>> 2. Under the doctrine of separation of power, law making decisions
should rest with the Legislative Counsel. The Chief Executive's unilateral
authority to impose the Regulation and any proposed regulation under the
ERO grossly undermines the constitution of Hong Kong.

>> 3. Section 3(1l) of the Regulation prohibits face covering that is
likely to prevent identification while a person is at both lawful and
unlawful assembly. Prohibiting face covering in lawful assembly or
legitimate public meeting or public procession is unreasonable. This
contravenes ones right to freedom of expression conferred under the Basic
Law.

>> 4. The objective of the Requlation is questionable: If its intention is
to deter vieclence, I do not see the need to prohibit face covering in a
legitimate and lawful assembly. It is flaw to assume that all assemblies
or public meetings or processions are violent. It is alsco unreascnable to
assume that face covering suggests any intention or wrongdoing. The
government and the police need to come up with alternative solution on
resolving the current public situation in Hong Kong.

> 5. The defence available under section 4 of the Regulation is
unclear. It has been seen in the past month that the Hong Kong police have
covered their face during the course of their cperation. There is no
reasonable excuse for them to hide their conceal their identity, both via
covering their face and xefusging the carry and present their warranty cards
upon demand. Covering their face with a biochazard face mask in the event
of tear gas emission is acceptable but it can be seen that the police have
been concealing their face even when there is no apparent physical safety
issues. They have been covering their face with ordinary face mask,
relfective stickers on their helmets or simply wrapping their face with a
piece of cloth serves no apparent functional purpose apart from cealing
their identity. If the spirit of the Regulation is to minimise violence by
making it impossible to hide one's idenity, the poice should also be
subject to the same standard. The police are equipped with helmets and
sufficient gear to protect themselves from physical danger during
operation. They should not deliberately cover their face to conceal their
identity in view of prevent ordinary citizens from £iling a complaint
against the relevant authority. If the Regulation is to be continued,
then consideration must be taken from overseas jurisdictions where such
standards are alsc applied to the police force in operation. The police can
only cover their face in limited circumstances.

> 6. It has also been seen that the police had unreasonably demand the
press working in proximity of tear gas zones or ordinary citizens with
genuine health issues to remove their face mask or other forms of
protective gear. I urge that clear guidance is issuedto aveid any
misunderstanding and alsc to restore the public's faith in the Regulation.
This is also to minimise any abuse of powers by the Hong Kong police.

>

>» Regards

»>»> Cheng Kwok Yan Rachel
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{‘a Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation
m Catherine Yeung to: kyyeung 05/11/2019 T4 04:26

Dear Sirg:

T fully support the Regulation so that people would think twice before
going on our streets to commit violent/criminal acts. Since the
introduction of this Regulation we have seen a dramatic fall in the number
of violent protesters on our streets. Everyone should be equal before the
law. Why should some be allowed to cover their faces so as to prevent
identification, thereby escaping prosecution? The defenses prescribed by
the Regulation are reasonable and fair to protect peaceful members of our
society and those who have a genuine need to cover their faces (religious,
health reasons etc).

Protesters who genuinely believe that vandalizing, killing those who do not
share their political views or destroying our society is for the common
good, then let them proudly show their identities, for the world to applaud
their criminal acts.

Sincerely
Catherine

Sent from my iPhone
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(@ Opposition to the legislation of the Prohibition on Face Covering
P4 Regulation
Janice Chan to: kyyeung 05/11/2019 "F4~ 04:26

Dear Sir/ Madam,

| am writing to voice out my strong opposition to the legislation of the Prohibition on Face
Covering Regulation and this is absolutely not a proper solution to recent social chaos.

1. During the outbreak of SARS in 2003, we were educated and encouraged to use
surgical face masks as a protective measures for ourselves and people surrounding.
With the regulation in place since Oct 5, many people are afraid of be accused and
restrained from wearing face masks. Children in schools and people working in office
environment or places with central air-conditioning are endangered and exposed to
risk of Ebolavirus (Hand, foot and mouth disease HFMD/ Influenza} and many other
types of diseases spreadable by air.

2. The Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation is also violating human rights and
freedom of using makeup and facial coverings with legitimate reasons and it goes
too far beyond the intention of identification of one’s identity when he commits an
offence. The regulation only creates panic to the society. Religious, health, festival,
sports and personal factors may trigger a need to use facials coverings and it should
not ever become an illegal act. Hong Kong is an international city with citizens and
visitors from all around the world, we should respect their cultural practice.

3. | do believe current public policy and law, such as Public Order Ordinance and Police
Force Ordinance should have sufficient coverage to enable the relevant government
officials to inspect one’s identity documents according to specific procedures and
their professionalism, it is not necessary to pass the Prohibition on Face Covering
Regulation.

Last but not least, | want to restate my view against the legislation of Prohibition on Face
Covering Regulation and advise the Legistative Council to considering the adverse impact
and legitimacy of the Regulation.

Thank you for your attention.

Yours faithfully,

Janice Chan
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@ Against the passing of the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation
Y . o b 05/11/2019 -4 04:26

| am against the passing of the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation because | believe
everyone in Hong Kong has the rights to cover their face especially during the high season
of flu and influenza where virus and gems can be spread easily in public places. Another
reason is air pollution is serious in Hong Kong and many people have allergy which can be
easily triggered by air pollutions but they do not necessarily go see a doctor beforehand.
This prohibition would put a heavy pressure to our medical system which is already
seriously overloaded.

As an international financial center, this prohibition of face covering regulation also gives a
extremely negative reputation to the world, it makes Hong Kong looks like those
middle-east countries with no human rights. | believe everyone has the rights to do
whatever they want so long as they don’t harm other people and | don’t see any reason for
not allowing people to cover their face while police is exempted, this brings even more
anger to the society and it seems like even the legal system is biased to the police.

{ am against this Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation.

Regards,
Hong Kong Citizen
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R > | am in objection towards the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation
e (“PFCR"} ’

to: 05/11/2019 T4 04:27

Dear Sirf Madam,
| am writing this letter to express my strong opposition to the legislation of the anti-mask law.

The anti-mask law has caused much white terror in Hong Kong in that people in need (especially the sick ones}) are now afraid
of wearing a mask. There was an incident when a cancer patient was impolitely questioned and harassed by the police for
wearing a mask even though he was holding a valid doctor's certificate. In addition, the right for Hong Kong press to wear
anti-tear gas mask during their performance of reperter duty has been repeatedly challenged and even denied by the Hong
Kong police. It is highly doubtful whether Hong Kong police has the legal sense and professional training in executing this
anti-law mask. These are two This is one of the many examples where the Police force blatantly disregards that law which
allows one to wear a mask as long as there’s a justifiable reason. In the current situation, the law has done nothing more than
unnecessarily empowering the Police Force for their abuse.

| urge the Legislative Council to veto this anti-mask law and bring peace to Hong Kong.

Thank you.

Regards,
Wilson Wang
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