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Att: Subcommittee on Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation

Legislative committee of HK

FAX:21857845

In support of Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation

Dear committee members:

| strongly support the implementation of <Prohibition on Face
Covering Regulation> and believe it is very important for'now'to against
current endless riots.

Besides medical reasons, who will wear mask when he (she) takes
action? | guess the person who doesn’t want to responsible for his (her)
behavior will play the game mcre often! Such like bank robber or other
criminals. If you do insist your belief and do feel you are integrity, you
should be brave enough to show your truth face than hiding in darkness.

Privacy protection is a good topic for personal issue rather than in
parade. If you go out in a publ.ic area to support or agaiast a public issue
then you are pu‘aé/ourself in a public affairs, so you HAVE DECIDED to

trade off your privacy during the moment you are IN the public affairs.

J%g_;N

03/&) foboif

Wish my voice will be heard.

03~DEC-2018 22:00 , L 8 94% P.001



e - O EB(2)288/19-76885051T (7T
LC Paper No. CB(2)288/19-20(8650)

TO: Secretariat, Subcommittee on Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation, Legislative Council
Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to express my support for enacting the Prohibition on Face Covering Regulation (Cap
241K) (“PFCR”) due to the following reasons.

It is well recognized that an individual’s rights and freedom are not absolute and may be subject
to lawful restrictions. For example, Art 17 of the Bill of Rights provides: “The right of peaceful
assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right otfier
than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society
in the interests of national security or public safety, public order, the protection of public health
or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others” [emphasis highlighted].

The aims of PFCR are very legitimate: (i) deterrence and elimination of the emboldening effect
for those who may otherwise, with the advantage of facial covering, break the law, and (if)
facilitation of law enforcement, investigation and prosecution. Both would serve to promote the
interests of public order and public safety. Many of the provisions of the Bill of Rights expressly
permit restriction or limitation of the relevant rights for the purpose of protection of public order
and/or public safety: see Art 15(3) (freedom of thought, conscience and religion), Art 16(3)(b)
(freedom of opinion and expression), Art 17 (right of peaceful assembly), and Art 18(2) (freedom
of association), of the Bill of Rights.

Since mid-2019, Hong Kong has witnessed many instances where certain protesters have created
enormous damage and danger by their illegal acts of violence and vandalism. The more violent
protesters were often all suited up and masked by facial covering such as surgical masks,
balaclavas and gas masks which concealed their identity, which makes it harder for them to be
identified, arrested, and successfully prosecuted, and prohibition of face covering would make
such tactic much less effective. Police officers need to be able to identify the protesters engaged
in unlawful or criminal activities to make arrests and restore public order amid chaos, but the
concealment of identity by face covering is a major impediment to law enforcement.

The making of the PFCR will also signal a clear disapproval by the law, not merely of acts of
violence and vandalism, but also of the illegitimate use of face covering to conceal one’s identity
while breaking the law. The PFCR can act as an effective deterrent agﬁinst at least some protesters
from being induced to break the law by instigating or joining violent or riotous behaviour.

1 sincerely hope that the society will return to peaceful and safe status by enforcing PFCR asap.

Yours faithfully,

i

FUNG Ka Yee

03-DEC-2019 10:23 ' 96% P.001
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