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Research Grants Council # 7 &

Established on 1 January 1991
= * 3+1991#17 1P

Members comprise non-local academics, local academics

and local lay persons
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Research Grants Council # 7 &

Terms of Reference include

i & 4

o To advise the Government, through the UGC, on the academic
research needs of the eight UGC-funded universities
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Research Grants Council #7 & &

Terms of Reference include
B ¢ 45

e To assess research grant applications and monitor results of
research projects

B RAY R E R L R %

e To select and approve award of various studentships and
fellowships
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e To implement research funding schemes for the self-financing
higher education sector
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Research Funding # 3 F /&

In 2016/17 academic year, the total research expenditure of UGC-
funded universities amounted to HKS$10.27 billion, with a 7.5%
increase from the previous academic year
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83% of the eight UGC-funded universities’ total research expenditure
was supported by the Government (including 74% from the
UGC/RGC), amounting to HK$7.55 billion with a 6.4% increase from
the previous academic year
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" Research Fundmg E-‘

Non-HK
B 1l ek

HK Private

TR

Other Gow 2 «-xw,
Funags T‘

2016/17 Academic Year
2016/17% &
Amount
Source of Funding | (HKSbillion)
il ? kiR &£%F
(t@R+~)
UGC KT € B35S
RGC A ¥ A 1.00
Other Gov Funds 0.94
B RF R :
HK Private Funds
$ 4 3o bt
Non-HK 0.22
BBk e '
Total 3331 FREZA

A Figures may not add up completely due to rounding
dOTE T r 0 £3h2 Bk B0 2T e



Research Funding #2 § &

Research Portion of the UGC Block Grant
KRR B & 0 T A BRI

Provides research support (e.g. infrastructure) directly to universities (about
HKS4.3 billion per year for 2016-19 triennium)

AR RREAT LB AEKR )
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Provides funding for RPg places to universities and Hong Kong PhD
FeIIowship Scheme (about HKS1.8 billion per year for 2016-19 triennium)
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Research Funding #2 § F /&

Research Endowment Fund # 3 & &

Research Endowment Fund (REF) was set up in 2009. REF is now the major
fund for RGC schemes and provides a stable funding source for academic
research in Hong Kong. It facilitates long-term planning to propel research

development in Hong Kong

Ffé?*mmﬁLﬁﬁéopf%%yﬁaﬁgﬁigxgpxﬁi
PABEHF L R SR P R > 3 A BT F B R R



Research Funding # %

Research Endowment Fund # 3 & &

=

The REF was expected to generate a return in the order of 4% on a long term

basis at the time of establishment:

FEETAER  BERTRE(Y B rEF)E 4%

Principal
~ &

Earmarked Research Grants $16 billion
el s 1601
Theme-based Research Scheme $4 billion
ER VR 401 ~
RPg Tuition Waiver for local students S3 billion
P AR IRE L RER D BL 301k~
Research funding schemes for self- S3 billion
financing degree-awarding sector 307/ ~

AP FE R REET TR

Estimated Investment

Income per Year

TR E E R F I r

S640 million
64,0008 ~

$160 million
1/4.6,0008 ~
$120 million
12,0005 ~

$120 million
172,000 ~



Research Funding 72 3 7 ik
Research Endowment Fund # % & &

The annual investment return rate of the REF has been declining from 6.8%
in 2009 to 2.8% in 2017. The rise of return rate to 4.6% in 2018 is to a large
extent due to a one-time stock market performance in 2017. Investment
return rate of the REF over the past years is as follows:

REF& & il F w 3F 5 d 2009 # 16.8% * & I 2017 & 2.8% - 2018
EPTIFFL46% 0 38 F017F L H H- I MHBREREAIR A
HFFHFEF 4T

2009: 6.8% 2014: 3.6%
2010: 6.3% 2015: 5.5%
2011: 6.0% 2016: 3.3%
2012: 5.6% 2017: 2.8%

2013: 5.0% 2018: 4.6%
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Research Endowment Fund # % & &

The REF reported a deficit of $336 million and $79 million in 2016/17 and
2017/18 respectively

7,900% =~ # 3
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Assessment of Research Proposals
B hdntg a1

The RGC operates through Committees/Panels comprising local and

non-local experts, and its review process is consistent with
international best practice

/;ﬂ;fﬂma'jd Ap 2 2bAp BEReAmE | g )

ELR S g
G TR AR A R R

To avoid perceived conflicts of interest, Committee/Panel

Chairpersons are non-local experts, and the RGC Chairman does not
participate in the assessment of research proposals

LT IE BRI iﬁ§/~ B3 A 3a5 Ay b T
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All RGC/Committee/Panel Members and external reviewers should

declare interest. All research proposals are subject to a rigorous peer
review process
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Assessment of Research Proposals

—
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Peer review is conducted based on the academic quality of research
proposals, and supported by the RGC’s international network of
12 000 external reviewers. Committee/Panels make final review and
decision after assessment by external reviewers
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Committee/Panels for collaborative research funding schemes
comprise non-local academics and local non-academic experts, while
local academics are not involved in the assessment of these
applications. For other individual research funding schemes, about
half of the Panel Members are non-local experts
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RGC Competitive Research Funding Schemes
B R PSR AT 3 B )

» 4 Categories of Competitive Research Funding
Schemes for the UGC Sector
z R 6 TR Sl PR ] T2

e Individual Research # X # ¥
e Collaborative Research % (€42
e Joint Research & E#7

e Fellowship %‘?—*fﬁ&%@v”'ﬁ [FE8 &
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RGC Competitive Research Funding Schemes
FLR R PSR AT 3 B R

Individual Research # X # 3

e General Research Fund, GRF B fief@ 3 &
« Small scale, normally 2-3 years
Tl A A L% ¥213F
o HKSO0.1M to HKS2.1M per project
F BEHERFTE L5108 12108 ~
« Around HKS592M of grants approved in 2018/19
2018/19# R 13 B4 337 9 5 57%9,2008 ~

e Early Career Scheme, ECS ¥ ! § & & X314
« Small scale, normally 2-3 years : :
TEL AR A SR ¥2338
o HKSO0.1M to HKS1.5M per project
A BE AT AN L1094 11508 ~

« Around HK$87M of grants approved in 2018/19
2018/19 A& h 24 337 ) 5 8,700F =
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RGC Competitive Research FundingSchemes
P F' f eNRIR AT R X =

Collaborative Research = i£# ¥

e Collaborative Research Fund, CRF 4 iT/#2 3 &

e Medium Scale, normally 3-5 years

FTesd At itk % (35 5%)

« HKS2M to HKS10M per project
% B4 5T £ 52008 11,0005 <

« Around HK$110M of grants approved in 2018/19
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RGC Competitive Research FundingSchemes
= P f eNRIR AT R 7 =

Collaborative Research = e/ 3

e Research Impact Fund, RIF = 3 #2588 £

e A new funding scheme launched in January 2018 to encourage
more impactful research and foster more collaborative efforts
with stakeholders beyond the academia
2018 #F 17 4& ) enz ”E‘E'é“‘l‘éj R AR A BT §E RS

STy 0 T3S BB G R 0 ijfi?fj}—‘ﬁé‘, iT

o HKS3M to HKS10M per project
A B HEXFTEAFX 53008 21,0008 ~

« Around HK$S193M of grants approved in debut round
BT IS 5 11R9,3008 ~
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RGC Competitive Research FundingSchemes
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Collaborative Research = {T# 3

e Theme-based Research Scheme, TRS i 48/ 7 - &

Large Scale, up to 5 years

T A2 R et TR K (L H5E)

HKS13M to HKS75M per project

* BEEFTE£% 5 51,3008 17,5008 ~

Around HKS180M of grants approved in 2018/19

2018/19# B m”" B4 M5 K % 11/%8,0008 ~

To support research efforts on themes of strategic importance to
the long-term development of Hong Kong:

FERHARL R EE A EREHIHEFFY

18



RGC Competitive Research FundingSchemes
= P f eNRIR AT R 7 =

Collaborative Research = {T# 3

o Areas of Excellence, AoE i A% 5 L4738 3+ 3

» Large Scale, longer-term projects, up to 8 years
TEA A A2 S RE S TE R (L E8E)

« Current per-project funding ceiling of HKS60M
£ B & HenF et b TR L 6,0008 ©

» To build upon UGC-funded universities’ existing strengths and
develop them into areas of excellence (exercise is conducted
every two years)

LERTE O EE R AL E A B R DR
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RGC Competitive Research Funding Schemes
2F LR TR

Joint Research & 1¥#

RGC has collaborations with organisations of the Mainland and other

places:
FRhapsz Bl F el i 8¢

« The Mainland p #-
- National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC)

« European countries ® i K] e
- European Union’s Horizon 2020 Mt R € T T 42020,
- The Consulate General of France in Hong Kong i* B ®1jk AR ¥ 4
- The French National Research Agency (ANR) = B K] 7F* 4~ ¥
- German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 4t FIE T /i 538 €

» The United States % K

- U.S. Consulate General in Hong Kong & Macau % R34 & % R A48 & 45
20



RGC Competitive Research Funding Schemes
FLR R PSR AT 3 B R

Fellowship 4 ¥ B+ 41/ % &

e Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship Scheme,
HSSPFS X % $ 2 4+ ¢ L @ I & & 243
o Max. 10 Fellowships/Year
*Eh 5107 E K
« Around HKS4.5M of grants approved in 2018/19
2018/19# R eNF B4 B 4E 1) 5 4508 ~

e Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme, HKPFS
AEEIFPY A BT £330
« Over 200 Fellowships/Year
& #A7#§200 (9 & 4
« Around HKS173M of grants approved in 2018/19
2018/19# A& enE B* ALFR X 5 1187,300F ~ 21




Tuition Waiver for Local

Research Postgraduate (RPg) Students
r T A B 5 g

e Launched in 2018/19 academic year
*2018/19% & B 44t (7

e Non-means-tested tuition waiver (currently HKS42,100 per
annum) is provided to all eligible local RPg students for their
normative study period of UGC-funded RPg programmes
R EFRAMFIZABFRT EFTH AP IRAL ]
RPFT  REL>LEEF gﬂf%%(lﬁﬂi‘# S S
42,100~)
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RGC Competitive Research Funding Schemes
2 ;l f (IR B B B4 23

3 Competitive Research Funding Schemes for the Self-financing
Sector =38 p FH = F W EFA Y F A

e Faculty Development Scheme, FDS
?I ﬁ ,7? )_Lﬁ

e |nstitutional Development Scheme, IDS
ot & 34

e |nter-Institutional Development Scheme, 1IDS
Bty E 3

To develop research capacity of both institutions and faculty
members of eligible Self-financing Degree-awarding institutions

3 bR TE AR 1R AR R i
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