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Motion passed under the agenda item
""New resources to further support the research conducted by the higher education
sector and the funding policy of the Research Grants Council**
at the meeting on 1 March 2019
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Wording of the Motion

(Translation)

While welcoming the Government's further injection of $20 billion
into the Research Endowment Fund to enhance the research capacity of
universities, this Panel is concerned that post-secondary institutions
have placed more emphasis on research rather than teaching. In order
to obtain high score and funding from the Research Assessment
Exercise and compete for a good ranking, etc., institutions focus more
resources on research and cut those for teaching. This has greatly
affected the quality of teaching and consequently, teachers and
students suffer. Although the University Grants Committee ("UGC")



has stipulated that 75% of the block grant is intended for teaching,
there is no way for the public to know how resources are actually
allocated as universities have autonomy over the use of such grant.
This Panel urges the Education Bureau and UGC to monitor
universities to put equal weight on teaching and research in their
development and adopt an effective mechanism to ensure that
resources received by institutions are used according to the specified
funding purposes.

(Moved by Hon SHIU Ka-chun)
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