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(Translation)

"This Panel requests that the
Government-proposed maximum ratio of patient
contribution to drug expenses under the Samaritan
Fund ("SF") and Community Care Fund ("CCF")
Medical Assistance Programmes should be further
reduced from 20% of the patients' household
annual disposable financial resources ("ADFR")
to 10% or below, the specified clinical criteria for
determining the eligibility of patients of various
types of chronic diseases under SF and CCF
Medical Assistance Programmes should be
relaxed, and the method for calculating ADFR as
proposed in the paper should be enhanced to
ensure that the new calculation method will not
result in higher drug costs to be paid by patients
currently eligible for financial assistance under SF
and CCF Medical Assistance Programmes."
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(Translation)

"This Panel welcomes the Government's
initiatives to relax the means test mechanism for
the Samaritan Fund and Community Care Fund
Medical Assistance Programmes. This Panel
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B & R

requests that the 50% net assets of a patient being
protected should be maintained permanently,
instead of subjecting the amount to annual
calculation in this regard which will, in the end,
result in a substantial decrease in the patient's
assets. Besides, the maximum ratio of patient
contribution should be reduced from 20% of
annual disposable financial resources to 10% or
below, and the asset bands on the sliding scale
should also be widened."
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