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(Translation)

"Regarding the findings of the review of the
means test mechanism for the Samaritan Fund and
the Community Care Fund Medical Assistance
Programmes, this Panel urges the Government to:

(1) further reduce the maximum ratio of patient

contribution to drug expenses under the
Samaritan Fund and the Community Care
Fund Medical Assistance Programmes to
below 10% of the patients' household annual
disposable financial resources or less than

-9 -



1% 3t N /E [

$500,000, in order to effectively alleviate the
financial burden on patients and their families;

(2) further relax the definition of "household",
so that patients are allowed to submit
applications for subsidies on an individual
basis without taking into account the income
and assets of their family members, thereby
providing a subsidy arrangement that is more
appropriate and tailor-made for the patients;

(3) on the premise that an applicant is able to
prove that a family member is a dependent of
the applicant, calculate the amount of
deductible allowance on the basis of the
number of dependent family members of the
applicant when determining the total annual
IncCome;

(4) relax the limit imposed on an applicant's total
monthly household income, so that more
patients would be subsidized; and

(5) put in place an appeal mechanism to review
the decisions made on vetting and approving
applications and on patient contributions."
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