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By hand and by fax: 2810 5656

3 June 2019

Mr Edward Chan, SC
(on behalf of other Members of the Legal Subsector,
Election Committee)

Sir Oswald Cheung’s Chambers

( 10th Floor, New Henry House

10 Ice House Street

Central, Hong Kong

Dear Mr Chan,

Thank you for your letter of 31 May 2019 inviting the Chief Executive
or other government officials to a meeting to discuss the Fugitive Offenders
and Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Legislation (Amendment)
Bill 2019 (The Bill).

As you are aware, having consulted the Legislative Council (LegCo)
C House Commiittee Chairperson (who in turn has put the matter to vote at its
meeting on 24 May), the Secretary for Security has given notice to resume
the second reading debate of The Bill at the LegCo meeting on 12 June. To
assist LegCo Members to prepare for the debate and to address Members’
concems and queries, the LegCo Panel on Security has scheduled five
meetings of 20 hours to meet with responsible government officials
including the Secretary for Justice, the Secretary for Security and their
colleagues. Two such meetings have taken place on 31 May and I June
while further meetings will be held on 3 June, 4 June and 5 June, We are of
the opinion that these Panel meetings provide a pragmatic and open platform
for detailed discussions on The Bill. Members of the public, including the
Legal Subsector Election Committee members, are welcome to channel their
questions or comments on The Bill through this platform. The responsible
government officials will continue to listen attentively and address the
queries raised at the meetings to allay public concerns over the legislative
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exercise. [ncidentally, we note that the LegCo Panel on Security has also
ruled against arranging public deputations or a propesal to invite the Hong
Kong Bar Association and the Law Society of Hong Kong to meet with the
Panel.

Detailed information on The Bill, including Security Bureau’s latest
paper submitted to the LegCo Panel on Security on 31 May could be found at
www.legeo.gov.hle/yrl 8-19/chinese/panels/se/papers/se20190531¢cb2-1578-1
~-c.pdf.

Yours sincerely,

/

( Ms Maggie W:nﬂg/)\g

Private Secretary to Chief Executive
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