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Hon Andrew LEUNG Kwan-yuen, GBS, JP
President of the Legislative Council
Legislative Council

Tamar

Hong Kong

Dear President,

Amendments proposed to the Appropriation Bill 2019

[ am writing to defend my Committee Stage Amendments
(“CSAs”) to Appropriation Bill 2019 submitted earlier and dispute the
Administration’s recommendation that the President should not
admit all the CSAs submitted by myself and other Members.

The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
suggested that all the CSAs have “no real purpose other than
prolonging or delaying the necessary legislative process”, and thus
the President should refuse to admit them “in their entirely” under
Rule 57(4)(d) of the Rules of Procedure (“RoP”).! To that comment [
would like to emphasise that the CSAs, at least the ones proposed by
myself, are grounded on genuine considerations for good governance.
The rationale behind my CSAs is, in fact, to reduce unnecessary
spending by government bureaux and departments on poorly
designed policies and superfluous excesses enjoyed by unpopular
officials. They intend to be improvements of current policies for the
public good and a demonstration of government accountability.

The Administration’s accusation that the “disproportionate
multitude” 2 of CSAs is evidence to the “frivolous[ness] and
meaningless[ness]”3 of such proposals is also invalid. As 1 have

1 Paragraph 3 of the letter to the Secretary General of the Legislative Council from the Secretary
for Financial Services and the Treasury dated 30 April 2019.

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid.
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Office of the
Hon. Alvin Yeung

Legislative Councillor

explained earlier, the expenditures Members including myself
proposed to reduce are unnecessary spending not related to the
effective delivery of public service benefiting the people of Hong
Kong. I submit that the overwhelming number of CSAs should not be
interpreted as obstacles to the functioning of the government, rather,
they should be seen as reflections of the Administration’s
incompetence,

I should also note that the Administration’s reading of article
74 of the Basic Law (“BL”) fails to acknowledge the Legislative
Council’s (“LegCo”) power to approve public expenditure under BL
73(3). The administration understands the term “bills” BL 74 in its
most expansive sense that it should include amendments to bills, and
submits that Members should be prohibited from introducing
amendments relating to public expenditure or government policies in
accordance to the restrictions set out in BL 74. If such interpretation
should stand, the LegCo would be stripped of its active law-making
power and left with only nominal power to passively approve
government bills, impeding its ability to exercise its functions laid out
in BL 73. I welcome the President’s reiteration in past rulings that BL
74 does not apply to consideration of the admissibility of
amendments to bills.

As such, | urge the President to admit all amendments
proposed by myself and other Members who have submitted their
proposals in accordance to the relevant provisions of the BL and the
RoP.

Yours sincerely,

Alvin YEUNG
Member of the Legislative Council
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~»  Re: Administration's views on Members' amendments to the Appropriation Bill 2019
~ (English version)

to:
Sharon WS LAM
03/05/2019 15:05

Dear Sharon,
No Comment. Thanks!

Regards,

Assistant to Claudia Mo
Member of Legislative Council
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