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Criminal Jurisdiction (Amendment) Bill 2019

Certificate under Rule 51(2) of the Rules of Procedure
of the Legislative Council of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region

I am of the opinion that the Criminal Jurisdiction (Amendment) Bill 2019
conforms to the requirements of Rule 50 and the general form of Hong Kong

legislation.

.

(Ms Fanny Ip)
Acting Law Draftsman

26 July 2019
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Criminal Jurisdiction (Amendment) Bill 2019

Clause 1 1

A BILL
To

Amend the Criminal Jurisdiction Ordinance to make provision about the
jurisdiction of courts in Hong Kong in relation to certain offences
related to homicide and serious offences against the person and for
connected purposes.

Enacted by the Legislative Council.

1. Short title

This Ordinance may be cited as the Criminal Jurisdiction
(Amendment) Ordinance 2019,

2. Criminal Jurisdiction Ordinance amended

The Criminal Jurisdiction Ordinance (Cap. 461) is amended as set
out in sections 3 and 4.

3. Section 2 amended (offences to which this Ordinance applies)
(1) Section 2(1)—
Repeal
“2 groups”
Substitute

“3 groups”.
(2) Section 2(1)(a)—
Repeal

“and”.

Clause 3

Criminat Jurisdiction (Amendment) Bill 2019

(3) Section 2(1)(b)—

Repeal the full stop

Substitute

“and”.

(4) After section 2(1)(b)—

Add

“(c) any offence mentioned in subsection (3A) (a Group C

offence).”.

(5) After section 2(3)—

Add

“(3A) The Group C offences are an offence under any of the
following provisions of the Offences against the Person
Ordinance (Cap. 212)—

section 2
section 7
section 9A

section 10
section 11
section 12

section 13

section 14

(6) Section 2(4)—

(murder)
(manslaughter)
(genocide)

(administering poison or wounding with
intent to murder)

(destroying or damaging building with
intent to murder)

(setting fire or casting away ship with intent
to murder)

(attempting to administer poison, or
shooting, or attempting to shoot or drown,
etc., with intent to murder)

(attempting to commit murder by means not
specified)”.
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Clause 4

Criminal Jurisdiction (Amendment} Bill 2019

Clause 4 3
Repeal
“subsection (2) or (3)”
Substitute
“subsection (2), (3) or (3A)”.
4. Section 3A added

After section 3—

Add

“3A. Jurisdiction in respect of Group C offences

(1) A person—

)

(a)

(b)

©

who is a Hong Kong permanent resident or who is
a holder of an identity card;

commits any act or omission at any place outside
Hong Kong; and

the act or omission would have constituted a Group
C offence had it been committed in Hong Kong,

may be guilty of a Group C offence as if such offence
had been wholly committed in Hong Kong.

A person—

(a)

(b)

(©)

whatever his or her citizenship or nationality, or
whether or not he or she is a Hong Kong permanent
resident or a holder of an identity card;

commits any act or omission at any place outside
Hong Kong against a person who is a Hong Kong
permanent resident or who is a holder of an identity
card; and

the act or omission would have constituted a Group
C offence had it been committed in Hong Kong,

may be guilty of a Group C offence as if such offence
had been wholly committed in Hong Kong.

(3) For the purpose of this section—

identity card (5 47#5) means an identity card issued under the
Registration of Persons Ordinance (Cap. 177).”.




Criminal Jurisdiction (Amendment) Bill 2019 Criminal Jurisdiction (Amendment) Bill 2019
Explanatory Memorandum Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 1 5 Paragraph 4 6

outside Hong Kong in the circumstances as set out in the new

Explanatory Memorandum section 3A

The main purpose of this Bill is to amend the Criminal Jurisdiction
Ordinance (Cap. 461) to make provision about the jurisdiction of
courts in Hong Kong in relation to certain offences related to
homicide and serious offences against the person and for connected
purposes, such that the courts in Hong Kong may have jurisdiction
to try homicide and serious offences against the person committed
outside Hong Kong in certain circumstances.

2. Clause 3 amends section 2 of the Criminal Jurisdiction Ordinance
to add a new group of offences to be covered by the Ordinance,
namely the Group C Offences. The Group C offences are
comprised of 8 provisions in the Offences against the Person
Ordinance (Cap. 212) which concerned homicides and serious
offences against the person.

3. Clause 4 adds a new section 3A to the Criminal Jurisdiction
Ordinance, which—

(a) confers jurisdiction on the courts in Hong Kong to try
Group C offences committed by a Hong Kong
permanent resident or a holder of a Hong Kong identity
card at any place outside of Hong Kong; and

(b) confers jurisdiction on the courts in Hong Kong to try
Group C offences committed by any person against a
Hong Kong permanent resident or a holder of a Hong
Kong identity card at any place outside of Hong Kong.

4, The purpose of the amendment is not to create new substantive
criminal offences which were not punishable under the laws of
Hong Kong, but only to extend the territorial jurisdiction of the
courts of Hong Kong to try Group C offences (which have always
been punishable under the laws of Hong Kong) committed wholly




