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(Translation)

Panel on Security

Motion passed under agenda item IV
""Cooperation between Hong Kong and other places
on juridical assistance in criminal matters"
at the meeting on 15 February 2019

In view of the homicide of a Hong Kong woman by her boyfriend in Taiwan
early last year and the fact that Hong Kong is unable to transfer the suspect to
Taiwan for trial despite repeated requests from the Taiwan authorities for
juridical assistance in criminal matters due to absence of relevant agreements
between Hong Kong and Taiwan concerning the surrender of fugitive offenders,
thereby rendering the deceased's family unable to seek vindication and justice
for the deceased; apart from that, the above incident has also highlighted the
loopholes in the existing legislation on mutual juridical assistance in criminal
matters making Hong Kong a paradise for fugitive offenders; in this connection,
this Panel supports the amendments to the Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters Ordinance and the Fugitive Offenders Ordinance proposed by the
Security Bureau to enhance the mechanism for 'case-based' cooperation and its
scope of application, and given that there is a risk of the suspect in the above
homicide case absconding, this Panel urges the Administration to introduce the
relevant proposed amendments into the Legislative Council expeditiously for
scrutiny.
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