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Introduction 

 

The International Trademark Association (INTA) is pleased to provide comments on the Trade Marks 

(Amendment) Bill 2019 of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region ("Hong Kong"). 

 

INTA is a not-for-profit global association of brand owners and professionals dedicated to supporting 

trademarks and related intellectual property (IP) to foster consumer trust, economic growth, and innovation.  

 

INTA’s has 7,200 member organizations from 191 countries. INTA members collectively contribute almost 

US $12 trillion / €8.8 trillion / ¥73 trillion to global GDP annually. For comparison, the 2016 annual GDP of 

the top three global economies was $11.2 trillion (China), $16.4 trillion (European Union) and $18.6 trillion 

(United States). 

 

The Association's member organizations represent over 31,000 trademark professionals and include brand 

owners from major corporations as well as small- and medium-sized enterprises, law firms, and nonprofits.  

 

Headquartered in New York City, INTA also has offices in Brussels, Santiago, Shanghai, Singapore, and 

Washington D.C. and representatives in Geneva and New Delhi. 

 

Comments on Issues for Consultation 

 

We understand the amendments of the Trade Mark Bill 2019 would interest the following: 

 

• Trade Marks Ordinance (Cap. 559), Trade Marks Rules (Cap. 559 sub. leg. A), and Trade 

Descriptions Ordinance (Cap. 362); 

• International Registration of Trade Marks under Madrid Protocol; and 

• Enforcement 

 

i) On International Registration of Trade Marks under Madrid Protocol 

 

INTA welcomes the proposed application of the Madrid Protocol to Hong Kong and has the following 

comments in support of this development. As already stated in our previous comments1 submitted in 

February 2015 on the Consultation Paper issued by the Intellectual Property Department of the Commerce 

and Economic Development Bureau of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region regarding the 

                                                           
1 https://www.ipd.gov.hk/eng/intellectual_property/trademarks/Submissions/ITA.pdf 
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