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Member will ask the question in this language
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Operation of Radio Television Hong Kong
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Topside and underground space development at Hong Kong boundary

crossing facilities island of Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge
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Regulation of cannabis
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Measures to promote the use of electric vehicles
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Leakage of personal data by enterprises
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Measures to nurture talents
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Use of stolen personal data for loan applications
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The Capital Investment Entrant Scheme
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Government’s efforts in addressing climate change
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Increasing the supply of public housing
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Public works projects
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Issuance of One-way Permits to mainland children of Hong Kong residents
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Training for and neutrality of polling staff

HIRELGR & (EFmEHE)

M2 N0 A LR 2 A e AR 1L 250 EE Ak
it g IR LSRN - EET A RS FRENELHHE
T ANfEHZE SR LA FEE - ZORFEE AR - 4l RE % 55
— AERIBRER - KRS —EREu EEEE - HAFHEIEER]
e o fE AN BN EA MR E o AR (RBREHLZEG(ERERE
FP)CELEE ) B) o HE At AR 68 F B B il 0 E &t
e B AFE AR EE NIERUEMENEZEYNALE - BT
AR ERMAE -

(—) TFuhEAEE A FE EE A E A E A AR AR

(=) Aot EHIIRTREN NG - A0 ER R &
HETES] - FHe o FEERMA 2 ES - R EM ;5 K

(=) AWEE<S&RZENANENBURER N8 H R Eu TIE
FFEY R OLME 2 2 SR RA 25 S - BRI 2



# (14)

e

Wild pigs causing nuisances to the public
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Combating job-hopping by foreign domestic helpers
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Promoting the wider use of electric buses
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Facilities and parking spaces in bus terminus
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Design and quality of subsidised sale flats
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Monitoring the administration of an estate for charitable purposes
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Dr Hon Elizabeth QUAT (Written Reply)

The sale of rhinoceros horn products, such as libation cups, other kinds of cups,
boxes, vessels, hairpins, betel-nut cutters, vases, snuff bottles and snuff dishes, is
regulated in Hong Kong under the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). Only specimens of
pre-Convention rhinoceros horn are allowed to be commercially traded in Hong
Kong. Generally, pre-Convention rhinoceros horn specimens must accompanied
by pre-Convention certificates and supported with documentary proof such as a
pre-Convention certificate issued by the previous export country. Will the
Government inform this Council:

(1)

()

3)

(4)

As regards the trade in endangered species, recent press reports have
alleged malpractice in the auction industry in Hong Kong. A British
auction house in Hong Kong will have a rhinoceros product sale on 27
November 2018. In connection with this sale, and given that antique
collectors are generally averse to scientific testing such as
radiocarbon-14 dating and DNA-testing because such testing involves
techniques that collectors generally consider to be invasive and
destructive. These include the removal of small quantities of the
endangered species product. Therefore, in the absence of scientific
testing, can the government inform the house how law enforcement
agencies can accurately determine the true age of rhinoceros products in
the market in order to ensure that products found for sale are indeed from
pre-Convention rhinoceros horn stocks, and if not, the reasons for that;

Because scientific testing of samples of rhinoceros horn samples is not
viable because of the high value of such products on the market, as well
as the invasive or destructive techniques used to procure samples, can the
government inform the house if the expert testimony of antique industry
experts and/or Chinese arts and crafts experts using visual identification
techniques alone is admissible in court, and if so how many cases have
resulted in successful prosecutions, and if not, the reasons for that;

If scientific testing to determine the true age of rhinoceros horn for sale
in Hong Kong is not a viable option, and if expert testimony from antique
industry experts and/or Chinese arts and crafts experts is not admissible
in court, can the government inform the house how it can effectively
enforce the CITES as regards rhinoceros horn products being sold at
auction in Hong Kong;

Seized endangered species specimens, including ivory and pangolin
scales, are normally kept under the custody of relevant government
departments until smuggling or illegal possession cases are concluded.
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Upon conclusion of a case, seized elephant ivory and seized pangolin
scales under the custody of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department are disposed of by incineration on a regular basis. Whereas
ivory and pangolin scales are destroyed on a regular basis, can the
government inform the house why seized rhinoceros horns and seized

rhinoceros horn pieces are not also being destroyed on a regular basis,
and if not, the reasons for that;

How many kilos of rhino horn pieces have been seized in Hong Kong in
the last five years, including from January to October 2018;

How many whole rhino horns have been seized in Hong Kong in the last
five years, including from January to October 2018;

How many pre-Convention rhinoceros horn possession license holders
were there in Hong Kong at the end of 2017; and

What is the total kilo quantity of pre-Convention rhinoceros horn
registered in Hong Kong for commercial purposes at the end of 20177



