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Mainland tourists affecting the daily lives of residents in certain districts

Dr Hon CHENG Chung-tai (Oral reply)

In recent years, a large number of Mainland inbound tour groups have arranged
their tour group members to have meals and go shopping in districts such as
Tsuen Wan, Tsing Yi, Hung Hom and To Kwa Wan. Some residents in those
districts have relayed that visits by tens of thousands of tourists daily have given
rise to a number of problems, which include eateries and shops catering for
people’s daily needs in the districts being replaced by shops dedicated to
receiving tourists, traffic obstruction arising from illegal coach parking, as well
as environmental hygiene and noise problems caused by tourists littering and
yelling on the streets. As a result, the daily lives of the residents have been
gravely affected. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

1) of the specific indicators taken into account by the Commerce and
Economic Development Bureau in considering whether there is a need to
divert the tourists in a certain district to other districts;

(2 as many residents consider that the various government departments have
not actively addressed the problem of tourists affecting residents’ daily
lives, and tackling such problem is not the main duty of the Travel
Industry Authority to be set up, of the specific measures the Government
has put in place to improve the living environment of the districts
concerned so that residents’ daily lives can resume to normal; and

(3) given that the Government has, through the system for application for
liquor licences, prevent liquor-selling premises from causing problems
such as fire safety, environmental hygiene and noise problems, with a
view to striking a balance between the commercial interests concerned
and peace for the residents, whether the Government will regulate
tourism-related shops in a similar manner?




