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PURPOSE

This paper aims to brief Members on the progress of the
“Pilot Study on Underground Space Development in Selected Strategic
Urban Areas” (the Study), the launch of its three-month Stage Two Public
Engagement (PE2) on 22 May 2019 and consult Members on the
conceptual scheme of underground space development (USD) beneath
Kowloon Park (the Kowloon Park Conceptual Scheme) in the Tsim Sha
Tsui (TST) West Strategic Urban Area (SUA).

BACKGROUND

2. USD is one of the viable sources of land supply being pursued
by the Government, which can provide solution space for a broad variety
of land uses and help address problems encountered in the congested
urban environment. In the Report of the Task Force on Land Supply
(TFLS) submitted to the Government on 31 December 2018, the TFLS
notes the multiple benefits of USD as one of the medium-to-long term
options for according priority to studying and implementation, and
recommends the Government to continue identifying suitable projects for
USD that are cost-effective and fulfil the overall interest of society and
proceed with the necessary studies and planning.

3. To exploit the potential of systematic use of underground
space resources in a comprehensive manner, the Civil Engineering and
Development Department and the Planning Department commissioned the
Study in June 2015 to explore the potential for USD in four selected



SUAs, namely TST West, Causeway Bay, Happy Valley and
Admiralty/Wan Chai. The Study aims at evaluating the overall
feasibility and identifying key issues of USD in these SUAs, as well as
proposing suitable conceptual schemes with potential for future
implementation.

4, There are two stages of public engagement (PE) under the
Study. The Stage One Public Engagement® (PE1) of the Study
commenced on 7 November 2016 until 6 February 2017 to solicit public
views on the opportunities and key considerations for USD in the four
SUAs. During PE1, we delivered a series of briefings and presentations
to different advisory and statutory bodies including the relevant District
Councils, Town Planning Board and Harbourfront Commission. We also
conducted two public planning workshops and three focus group
meetings to exchange views with members of the public and various
stakeholders, including professional institutes, academics, green groups,
policy/research institutes and community and recreational groups.
Besides, we set up a Study website at www.urbanunderground.gov.hk and
carried out a roving exhibition at various locations from November 2016
to January 2017 to collect public views.

MAJOR PUBLIC VIEWS RECEIVED DURING PE1

5. According to the views/comments received during PE1, the
public generally agreed that proper utilisation of underground space and
provision of all-weather pedestrian network could alleviate the
overcrowded street-level environment and improve the pedestrian
connectivity. They also favoured the adoption of a holistic planning

! To prepare for conducting PE exercises, we conducted a baseline review at the early stage

of the Study in September 2015 to collect the preliminary views of local stakeholders,
including relevant District Council members, community groups and local organisations
within and adjoining the SUAs, to help identify the major district issues and community
needs. The outcomes of the review revealed that the consultees generally supported
exploring the possibility of using underground space so as to bring benefits to the public.
The outcome also revealed that with a creative and comprehensive spatial strategy,
underground space could be made use to enhance connectivity of the areas, improve at-
grade urban environment and create space for various uses and facilities for serving the
public and in overall terms optimise the use of land in the SUAs.
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approach to create underground space for diverse beneficial uses® of the
community. We have summarised the public views in the PE1 Report
and uploaded it onto the Study website at
www.urbanunderground.gov.hk/files/docs/PER1_Eng_final.pdf for public
viewing. A gist of the major public views is given at Enclosure 1.

CONCEPTUAL SCHEMES

6. In light of the public views received during PE1, the Study
has proposed some concepts of USD for the four SUAs. Among them,
the Study suggests according priority to develop the one underneath
Kowloon Park (the Park), having regard to the shortage of surface land in
the TST West area to offer solution space for mitigation of the
overcrowded pedestrian environment and accommodation of the much
needed community facilities in the district. The key design
considerations and main features of the Kowloon Park Conceptual
Scheme are depicted in the PE2 Digest (Enclosure 2).

7. As to the other SUAs, the Study has examined the potential
for USD at Victoria Park® and Southorn Playground®. The Study found
that taking forward the proposed USD at Victoria Park would need to
take account of, among others, the implementation progress and
interfacing issues of the surrounding projects so as to achieve
comprehensive spatial integration of underground space networks among
the developments in the vicinity for overall synergistic effects and
maximum development gain. As regards the proposed USD at Southorn
Playground, the Study revealed the necessity to identify suitable

The uses proposed by the public include community/multi-functional facilities, such as
recreational and sports facilities, meeting rooms, space for art and cultural uses, resting
areas, car parking facilities and retail/food and beverage facilities.

From planning and engineering feasibility perspectives, a three-level underground space
can be developed underneath the existing lawn in Victoria Park to accommodate various
community, retail/food and beverages, and transport facilities (including car park) to
synergise with the existing land uses in the Park and the district to meet the community
needs.

From planning and engineering feasibility perspectives, a two-layered, accessible and
vibrant community hub can be developed underneath the Southorn Playground to provide
a wide range of leisure and recreational uses to promote healthy living for the local and
working population in Wan Chai District.
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reprovisioning sites for the affected park / playground facilities, having
due regard to the key public concerns with the temporary closure of the
playground area and disturbance to its daily operation during USD
construction.  Therefore, the Study recommends implementing them
when suitable opportunities arise in the future.

THE KOWLOON PARK CONCEPTUAL SCHEME

8. The overall planning and design strategy for the Kowloon
Park Conceptual Scheme aims at capitalising the “single site, multiple use”
model to create a district-wide, multi-functional, all-weather and
attractive underground space network in TST West. It adopts a holistic
planning approach to synergise with the diversified urban setting and
vibrant community in the surrounding areas with a view to enhancing the
east-west connectivity between Nathan Road and Canton Road, and
north-south connectivity between Haiphong Road and Austin Road,
connecting directly to the adjoining Mass Transit Railway (MTR) TST
Station and providing for future connection(s) to adjoining/new
developments, e.g. West Kowloon Cultural District (WKCD). With
reference to popular implementation modes of overseas development of
underground public space, apart from provision of community facilities
and pedestrian passages, proper introduction of retail/food and beverage
elements is preferable to provide a comfortable and attractive
underground space environment for the convenient use of members of the
public.

Q. The Conceptual Scheme covers an area of about 32,000
square metres (m?), which is equivalent to approximately 25% of the total
area of Kowloon Park (about 130,000 m?). We mindfully recommend
excluding areas with ecological and heritage values such as the Bird Lake
and the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre, and facilities with heavy
usage including the Chinese Garden, the Kowloon Park Swimming Pool
and Sports Centre, and the Piazza. We also propose constructing some
underground passageways through, where practicable, trenchless
excavation to minimise the impact to the park users and ecology of the
Park. Taking account of the topography of the Park, spot levels of the
pedestrian passageways, land use compatibility and various technical



factors such as fire safety requirements and geotechnical constraints, we
propose to enhance the usage of the underground space through forming a
multi-level USD of over 50,000 m? in floor area for various uses,
including community and recreational facilities, pedestrian passageways,
covered public space, car parking facilities, loading/unloading facilities
and modest retail/food and beverage facilities.

Pedestrian Connectivity Enhancement

10. The topography of Kowloon Park is higher than surrounding
public roads. Pedestrians normally use footpaths along the park
perimeter at street level to access nearby destination nodes and facilities,
resulting in overcrowded street environment and pedestrian-vehicle
conflicts on heavily used roads, such as Haiphong Road. Having
reviewed the traffic conditions of the road network in the area and
explored different options to improve the pedestrian connectivity on
surface level, we formulate the proposed USD proposal to provide safe
and all-weather underground pedestrian network. This network would
provide seamless connections to the footpaths along Austin Road in the
north, Haiphong Road in the south, Nathan Road in the east, Kowloon
Park Drive in the west, and the adjoining MTR TST Station concourse in
the southeast, as well as provisioning for future connections(s) to
adjoining/new developments, e.g. WKCD. This pedestrian network
would effectively serve pedestrians an alternative option to enjoy better
connectivity, and alleviate the existing overcrowded street-level walking
environment. Moreover, the vertical integration between USD and the
Park can bring convenience to and enhance enjoyment of the park users
without compromising the primary function of the Park.

Space Creation for Various Uses

11. As revealed from PE1, the public generally favor USD to
provide multi-functional floor space for development of community,
recreational, retail/food and beverage, car parking and loading/unloading
facilities for the convenient uses of the public. Under the Conceptual
Scheme (with over 50,000 m® of floor area in total), the all-weather
pedestrian network with a total floor area of about 14,000 m’ is
complemented by a two-level Community Hub of about 6,400 m* at the



central portion of the Park to offer different community facilities, such as
a multi-functional community hall and meeting rooms. On the middle
three levels of the USD, we propose to provide covered public space of
about 2,600 m?, offering sitting and exhibition areas for public leisure and
recreational facilities for creation of vibrant walking environment and
activity space for the locals®. In addition, on each of these three levels,
there are about 5,500 m® to 6,000 m® of floor area alongside the
pedestrian passageways for modest retail/food and beverage facilities to
facilitate people using the underground space and the Park. The
Conceptual Scheme further proposes provisioning of underground car
parking facilities beneath the south-western part and loading/unloading
facilities in the northern part of the Park (about 17,000 m? in total).
According to the preliminary traffic and transport impact assessment,
provision of the proposed parking facilities would not adversely affect the
traffic condition in the area.

Construction Method

12. As noted from PE1, there were public concerns about
whether the proposed USD would affect Old and Valuable Trees (OVTs)
and temporary park closure would cause much disruption to public
enjoyment. We are cognizant of the importance of preserving the trees in
the Park, which are about 1,400 numbers in total, and minimising impact
onto park users. In formulating the Conceptual Scheme, our guiding
principle is to retain the existing trees as far as practicable, in particular
exclusion of all OVTs, densely vegetated areas and trees with heron
nesting from the development footprint.  In this regard, we manage to
contain the number of affected trees to about 300 trees® and none of them
are OVTs. We will strive to transplant as many affected trees as possible,
subject to their health conditions, preservation value and site constraints,
and use native plant species for compensatory plantings. We will also
adopt a holistic landscape design to foster better growing environment for
trees in the Park.

®>  The ballpark estimate of the floor area for the pedestrian passage network, the Community

Hub and covered public space accounts for about 40% of the total floor area to be provided
under the Kowloon Park Conceptual Scheme.

The affected trees are mainly exotic species, such as Acacia confusa, Archontophenix
alexandrae, Caryota maxima Blume, Lagerstroemia speciosa, Schefflera actinophylla,
Ficus benjamina, Peltophorum pterocarpum and Delonix regia.



13. As regards construction of USD, we propose, where
practicable, employment of “top-down” construction method to build the
foundation of the underground structure and its capping deck at park
surface level first, so as to enabling the earliest restoration of the affected
park areas for reopening to park users, in parallel with excavation and
construction of structure underground. Besides, where site situations
permit, we will adopt trenchless excavation and phased development in
suitable  locations, with  temporary  provisioning of noise
barriers/enclosures and use of modern foundation engineering technique
to minimise possible construction nuisance caused to the surrounding
environment and park users.

Opportunities for Facelifting Kowloon Park

14, Since its opening in 1970 and redevelopment in 1980s’, the
Kowloon Park has been serving the public for almost 50 years. Taking
the opportunity for park restoration in conjunction with the USD, we
propose upgrading/facelifting the Park with new and contemporary
facilities, and strengthening the vertical integration and synergy between
the USD and the Park through thematic landscape and architectural
designs of the holistic multi-level pedestrian network’. We also propose
keeping the existing park landscape more or less intact with enlargement
in greening areas. In particular, we propose adding a new Great Lawn of
about 1,500m? near the existing Maze Garden to address public aspiration,
which will potentially become a focus of attention in the dense urban
environment. Moreover, to harmonise with the existing park
environment, we will consider introducing natural sunlight to the USD,
provide greenery and waterfalls at a roof-top garden on the proposed
Community Hub, and equip the ancillary surface structures of the USD
with greening features. By doing so, we seek to minimise visual impact
of the USD.

" The design idea of forming a holistic multi-level pedestrian network to enhance

integration between the USD and the Park came from the winning entries of the design
ideas competition for the Study held in 2018.



STAGE TWO PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

15. The PE2, commenced on 22 May 2019, will last for three
months. We consulted the Yau Tsim Mong District Council (DC) on 30
May 2019 and the DC members generally welcomed USD and provided
comments on the Kowloon Park Conceptual Scheme which included
extending the USD footprint to optimise its development potential,
reviewing the distribution of proposed uses® in the underground space,
allowing more connection points with adjoining existing and potential
developments for a more holistic underground space network, adding
further floor space for community facilities, introducing natural sunlight
and air ventilation in USD, taking the opportunity to relocate and improve
existing facilities, and involving private sector in enhancing the
development and future management of the USD, etc. We will take
account of these suggestions in the Study, where appropriate.

16. In the meantime, we are arranging briefing sessions for
relevant advisory/statutory bodies/committees on the Conceptual Scheme,
focus group meetings with different stakeholder groups (including
relevant professional institutes, academic organisations, green groups,
policy/research institutes, concern groups and local bodies) to discuss and
exchange views on various topics, and interactive outreach activities (e.g.
guided tours at Kowloon Park) to serve as a platform for the public to
express and exchange views with us. Besides, we are conducting roving
exhibition at various locations to facilitate collection of public views, and
upload the information of the Study, including the PE2 Digest, onto the
Study website (www.urbanunderground.gov.hk) for public viewing.

17. We will thoroughly take account of the public views
collected from PE2 in refining and finalising the Kowloon Park
Conceptual Scheme under the Study, and consider the way forward on its
implementation®.

®  The proposed uses of underground spaces under the proposed Kowloon Park Conceptual

Scheme comprise, by floor area, 40% for community facilities, pedestrian passages and
covered public space; 30% for parking facilities; and 30% for retail/food and beverage
facilities.

Possible implementation mechanisms include government project approach, public-
private-partnership approach and private development approach. Pros and cons of
different possible implementation approaches are listed out in the PE2 Digest for reference
of the public.
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ADVICE SOUGHT

18. Members are invited to note the gist of major public views
collected in PE1 at Enclosure 1, and offer views on the Kowloon Park
Conceptual Scheme as detailed in the PE2 Digest at Enclosure 2.

ATTACHMENTS

Enclosure 1:  Gist of Major Public Views Collected in Stage One
Public Engagement
Enclosure 2:  Stage Two Public Engagement Digest

Development Bureau

Civil Engineering and Development Department
Planning Department

June 2019



Enclosure 1

Pilot Study on Underground Space Development
in Selected Strategic Urban Areas
Gist of Major Public Views Collected in Stage One Public Engagement

Major Comments

Responses

. Improvement of Pedestrian
Connectivity

Provision of safe and all-weather
underground pedestrian
connections for diverting some
at-grade  pedestrian  flows of

overcrowded streets is supported.
Enhancement of the connectivity
between major activity and
transportation nodes, such as
existing Mass Transit Railway

(MTR) stations, through
underground pedestrian links is
supported.

Priority should be given to the
enhancement of existing pedestrian
facilities.

The Study will further explore the
feasibility of providing additional
pedestrian passageways, enhancing
the  existing  connectivity and
providing seamless connections with
MTR stations and surrounding
destinations through USD. Park
entrances at the street level will also
be enhanced to improve the walking
experience.

. Implementation Arrangement

There were concerns on the
implementation arrangement of
USD, such as funding
arrangement, implementation

mechanism, management
and operation details.

agent

The Government will carefully
consider all relevant factors before
making decision on the

implementation mechanism and other
details.

. Public Enjoyment of Parks

During construction, the parks may
be closed, causing disruption to
public enjoyment.

Park space would be reduced for

accommodating the  necessary
ancillary  structures, such as
entrances, ventilation structures

Advanced excavation technology and
phased development would be
explored to minimise possible
disruption to the park facilities and the
community. The necessary ancillary
structures would be carefully planned
and designed to blend in with the
existing environment, built heritage




Page 2

Major Comments

Responses

and fire safety provisions.

Felling of existing trees and plants
or loss of green areas should be
avoided.

and landscape characters. While
impacts on the existing plants and
trees would be minimised, opportunity
would be taken to upgrade/facelift the
existing parks by adding new and
contemporary facilities, providing
sensible thematic landscape and
architectural designs, as well as to
strengthen the integration between the
USD and the parks.

. Creation of Space for Various Uses
Development  of  underground
space for commercial, community,
art & culture, car parking and
public transport facility uses to
address the local community needs,
provide job opportunities and
supplement the development at the
concerned areas is supported.
Underground space should be
provided with diversified and
affordable uses for the convenience
and better enjoyment of local
residents.

USD should be planned holistically
to avoid provision of facilities/uses
duplicating with those already
at-grade.

Developing underground space in
densely developed urban areas
would aggravate congestion of
pedestrian and road traffic.

The Study will continue reviewing the
local needs and provision of
community facilities taking into
account the findings of demographic
analysis with a view to formulating
balanced and appropriate uses through
priority  projects. The proposed
underground  pedestrian  network
would serve as an alternative to the
existing at-grade footpaths so as to
relieve the current overcrowded
condition at street level. Preliminary
Traffic Impact Assessment will be
conducted to ascertain satisfactory
road capacity.




FiH =

Enclosure 2

Pilot Study on SR E& 4 1th [ 5T 38 7 55

in Selected Strategic Urban Areas

B EER AR EAEE Stage 2 Public Engagement Digest

“T_AEAA May2019

IARTREERE
CEDD Civil Engineering and
P2Z2€ Development Department

Planning Department

A=COM




A3 3 5 66 K iR
tay 9 1S 5F il

W g “My desired underground space

should include arts and cultural
elements, for example, galleries,
handcraft market and arts & crafts
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NEIRJEFHE TS well as start-up design companies.”
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The Civil Engineering and Development Department
and the Planning Department commenced the
“Pilot Study on Underground Space Development in
Selected Strategic Urban Areas” (the Study) in June
2015. The objective of the Study is to explore the
potential for underground space development (USD)
in four selected strategic urban areas (SUASs), namely
Tsim Sha Tsui West, Causeway Bay, Happy Valley
and Admiralty/Wan Chai. The Study aims to evaluate
the overall feasibility and identify key issues of USD
in these SUAs, as well as propose suitable priority
projects for possible future implementation.

We have adopted a two-stage Public Engagement
programme as an integral part of the Study. The
Stage 1 Public Engagement (PE1) was carried out
between 7 November 2016 and 6 February 2017
to collect public views on the opportunities and key
considerations for USD in the SUAs. Furthermore, a
Design Ideas Competition was organised in February
2018.

After PE1 and the Design Ideas Competition, we
developed a conceptual scheme of the priority
project. You are cordially invited to express your
valuable views on the conceptual scheme in the
Stage 2 Public Engagement (PE2).

Besides, USD is one of the medium-to-long term
land supply options worthy of priority studies and
implementation endorsed by the Task Force on Land
Supply. The Government will continue to pursue this
area under the Study.
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We consulted various relevant statutory and advisory bodies and stakeholder groups
including the Town Planning Board, Wan Chai District Council, Yau Tsim Mong District
Council, Harbourfront Commission and professional institutes. Two public planning
workshops and three focus group meetings were held to exchange views with members
of the public and stakeholders. Besides, a roving exhibition at various locations was
carried out.
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(https://www.urbanunderground.gov.hk)
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A Study Website (https://www.
urbanunderground.gov.hk) has been
established for the promulgation
of public engagement materials as
well as collection of public views.
The views received in PE1 and our
responses have been compiled in the

E’é‘.!&ﬁ """""""""""" ASCOM PE1 Report which is available on the
above Website.
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Stage 1
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The public generally agreed that developing underground space in the dense urban areas with provision
of all-weather pedestrian network could alleviate the overcrowded street environment, enhance pedestrian
connectivity as well as create space by means of holistic planning to provide diversified uses for community
benefits.

=Z B Comments
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Provision of safe and all-weather underground
pedestrian connections for diverting some at-grade
pedestrian flows of overcrowded streets is supported.
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Enhancement of the connectivity between major
activity and transportation nodes, such as existing
Mass Transit Railway (MTR) stations, through
underground pedestrian links is supported.
FEEEERIRAIRERITT A BB -

Priority should be given to the enhancement of
existing pedestrian facilities.

=ZH Comments
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There were concerns on the implementation
arrangement of USD, such as funding
arrangement, implementation mechanism,

management agent and operation details.

[B]fE Responses

A FEASHEAEIRET E @ EE it N 22 LUEGEY I F1TA
WIE &R REE R EECEEIEF EE A A]
7% WL AEREAE AL &S 1TRER

The Study will further explore the feasibility of
providing additional pedestrian passageways,
enhancing the existing connectivity and providing
seamless connections with MTR stations and
surrounding destinations through USD. Park
entrances at the street level will also be enhanced
to improve the walking experience.

[]fE Responses
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The Government will carefully consider all
relevant factors before making decision on the
implementation mechanism and other details.

B

Public Engagement
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During construction, the parks may be closed,
causing disruption to public enjoyment.
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Park space would be reduced for
accommodating the necessary ancillary
structures, such as entrances, ventilation
structures and fire safety provisions.
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Felling of existing trees and plants or loss of
green areas should be avoided.
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Development of underground space for
commercial, community, art & culture, car
parking and public transport facility uses to
address the local community needs, provide job
opportunities and supplement the development
at the concerned areas is supported.
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Underground space should be provided
with diversified and affordable uses for the
convenience and better enjoyment of local
residents.
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USD should be planned holistically to avoid
provision of facilities/uses duplicating with
those already at-grade.
EEEBRENTEREN /[ EgS
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Developing underground space in densely
developed urban areas would aggravate
congestion of pedestrian and road traffic.
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Advanced excavation technology and phased
development would be explored to minimise possible
disruption to the park facilities and the community.
The necessary ancillary structures would be
carefully planned and designed to blend in with the
existing environment, built heritage and landscape
characters. While impacts on the existing plants
and trees would be minimised, opportunity would be
taken to upgrade/facelift the existing parks by adding
new and contemporary facilities, providing sensible
thematic landscape and architectural designs, as
well as to strengthen the integration between the
USD and the parks.

A€ Responses
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The Study will continue reviewing the local needs
and provision of community facilities taking into
account the findings of demographic analysis with
a view to formulating balanced and appropriate
uses through priority projects. The proposed
underground pedestrian network would serve as an
alternative to the existing at-grade footpaths so as to
relieve the current overcrowded condition at street
level. Preliminary Traffic Impact Assessment will be
conducted to ascertain satisfactory road capacity.
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The conceptual scheme of USD at Kowloon Park (Kowloon R

Scheme) is recommended to be accorded priority in view of
significant merits in addressing the imminent local and commu
needs, including mitigation of the overcrowded pedest
environment and the provision of additional space for sustaing
development of the community. In_this connection, we have m
reference to two relevant overseas examples, namely Oasis 2
Japan and Les Halles in France, which have similar site cont




Oasis 21, Nagoya
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WrmPREN :
An Oasis in the midst of the City
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Nestled in the city centre of Paris, the capital of France, Les Halles has a total of five
levels of underground space, including a railway station at the lowest two levels and
three levels of underground plaza above the station, with a sizeable open space
on the surface. The station connects various railway lines, serving as a primary
point of access in Paris. As the original facilities have run out of capacity due to
escalating daily pedestrian flows, large-scale improvement and redevelopment

works including facelifting the open space commenced in 2010.
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Located in the heart of the City, the Tsim Sha Tsui West (TSTW)
SUA served by the surrounding major transportation hub is a place
for commercial, entertainment, art and cultural, tourism and shopping
activities, and is geographically similar to Les Halles. We also aim at

creating a community facilities-cum-commercial activities underground
passageway system in the Kowloon Park Scheme to synergise with the
diverse and vibrant street activities in the surroundings, enhance the
overall connectivity, as well as integrate with the park to better serve
the community. Hence, we recommend not only developing additional
underground space for various uses, but also taking this opportunity to
facelift the park environment for new facilities to meet the community
needs.
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ZEEIBEERE - S1TIRIZ EmE
More Space and More Accessible
Walking Environment

ERARNERAZHESHERENRN AhEHEERENTEEENST
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BEEBAIMT
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ELEETE

EEFE HEAR
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After redevelopment,

Les Halles is now more

open to the street level,

easier to access, and

more pleasant to walk in.

Additional cultural facilities,

shops and entrances are

provided to support the local

community and users of the
railway station underneath.

7C
= =
7C
:|:

The redeveloped underground
space together with the public
open space makes the whole
quarter a more pleasant place for
public enjoyment.

FEHSERAHERE R A R A0 TR -
SRR B T BB A IR RS - ] 3 R Bl A BRI
BIRE A T 220 - B jzie'ﬁ&ﬁ:;an = BN
B AR BESREEL =B PHUES {Fan&E B =4}
o Allowing Natural

The Canopy (La Canopie) has created a connection |_| htin
between the underground plaza and the at-grade streets D
of Paris. The iconic atrium marks the entrance to the to Feel Like
underground plaza and allows natural light to illuminate the i
underground space. The overall design gives visitors a sense Bemg OUtdOOI’S
of freshness, light and space, and a feeling of being outdoors
despite the fact that they are three levels below ground.

- - BEIEREATET0,0003E KA T EZEMH 2,600F
T ZEEESERMAILE  Axmaess 1, 00F5K0EERS 1,007
. KEBZEE . LR, 000575 K (tERRS A + B a0 8
Integration of the AL THEL -

Underground Space
Development with
the Community

The development features 70,000m? of underground
retail space, a 2,600m? music conservatory, a 1,400m?
hip-hop centre, a 1,050m? library and a 1,000m? of
amateur cultural workshops space for the hearing-
impaired.

ZItAbaYEENZEEAN L it

Diversified Space and Land Uses

DfEmBRmHROEP—EEEMAMARIRE ERERNERAZME AL THZBEPRER XE
RERANFERGE REEEE  RENRNESE S EEE RN FinEME KRR -

The redeveloped public realm is designed and equipped with a principle to allow Les Halles to remain
as one of the major green-lungs in Paris. With a central promenade, densely vegetated areas with new
landscape features, children’s play areas, benches, and Pétanque court, etc., the space becomes more
spacious, accessible and greener.
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owloon Park
ndraround Space
Development

are committed to
a view to ensuring
pace in exploring the

ace underneath Kowloon Park

of a direct, all-weather and barrier-

an network to alleviate the street-level

. Besides, additional underground space

an be created to address the district needs.

) create an interconnected, vibrant and diversified

d space network and an attractive public realm which
with the surface use of Kowloon Park.

S & AR 2 hE A E IR
Relieve Insufficient Parking
Spaces within the District

BIEZeE L B (it & A&
Create Space for Community
Uses
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Opportunities for Facelifting Kowloon Park
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Pl Integrate surface

- ancillary structures

Tt, of USD with the park A

environment :
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Garden on the
Communlty Hub

{EFFEIM

Floral Garden
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A new garden with Greening of_
children’s playground surface ancillary
structures

and café

#fﬂBﬁLHjKD
0 Hatphon?ERoad

EntranCe Xit

“EirEE

EEE NEEAEE

- BIGE R B S
Ryt FAT A RE

Provide a direct underpass |

. between Kowloon Park

and Haiphong Road

. Children's Playground

R

HENNE A/ S
Provide new walking Great Lawn
paths
- ZHETEEF

Multi-purpose
community lawn
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HETIHIRERE R ZE RS

Implementation Considerations

RIEE—MEARZEWEMRSHER AREEDREERE
—SEABRURERITAER T - BB AR SR P MR
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According to the comments received in the PE1, the public
generally agreed to further improve the pedestrian connectivity
across the park. It was recognised that the conceptual scheme
of USD at Kowloon Park could provide a direct and all-weather
east-west and north-south underground pedestrian network
with community facilities and suitable retail/food and beverage
facilities for integrating with the existing street-level pedestrian
networks to enhance the connectivity of different spots in the
Tsim Sha Tsui area. The preliminary technical assessments
suggested that this scheme is technically feasible.

R MEES FREBRARIREMAIFEK

Provide an underground carpark to ease high
demand for car parking spaces in the area

R T ZE AR D NR LG AT AR E AR
(=D
Connect the underground space network with the

MTR Tsim Sha Tsui Station to relieve the overcrowded
environment along Haiphong Road

TBTAERR
Major Pedestrian
Corridor

<+t 1= -f— T % ;’4_ Y=
AN B eER
Loading/unloading =
facilities

T 2o AR R B
Underground Space Uses and Connections

Provide loading/
unloadng
facilities

e EE A
To Austin Road

T REAERE
Retail/Food and
Beverage Facilities

Entrance/Exit ¢ W:b@ug
Ustip, /%o o

ENREEREEHAL

To Kowloon Park Drive FHERD Bl SR
Entrance/Exit Community hub :ii:'?n%sk 7

Create space
for additional
community
facilities to meet
community
demand

EalmEE AL

J ~V
;0 Hdalphong L Elan N
oa To Nathan Road Entrance/Exit

Entrance/Exit

B AR
BT ABE
Pedestrian Link to
MTR Tsim Sha Tsui Station

BRGS  SE
BT 1
BRE R
SHIER

Develop a
comprehensive
multi-level
pedestrian
network to
address the
pressing
pedestrian
circulation
demand

ERSREAMEZH
Renderings are for
illustration purpose only
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FREGE

Key Features

O
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nhancing Accessibility and Improving Walkability

EREE A BRI T A RS IS B ERRTT A ERENSEE - A RIR R ERE 7 BT AR
e IR E D BN — T EEA AT A G i -

Provide interconnected underground pedestrian passages to improve the overall pedestrian connectivity

and walkability in the area. This all-weather seamless pedestrian network could complement the existing
pedestrian facilities for connection to some major destination nodes in Tsim Sha Tsui.

- EBRETATREREITA E B S E R EEEEMEO L A RS0 E IR RN -

Connect with MTR Tsim Sha Tsui Station directly through the East-West Passage which would run
parallel to Haiphong Road to alleviate the current overcrowded environment along Haiphong Road.

- BRZETAMSME LR AERBEE AL & 51T -

Improve the walking experience through enhancing the entrances of Kowloon Park at the street level
with the multi-level pedestrian network.

EE—ErHER R AR
Re-establishing a Sustainable Green Park
- ZERRE "ERANENE ) BRI TR AR  #E) T ARHEREARIEAR, -

Focus on developing “blue-green infrastructure” to connect the USD and the park with a view to
promoting a “Sustainable Green Park”.

- EEEIEAIRLER TMEIRENCRENKREER TAREEREER MGE BRI AOERS

Reinvent the “Blue and Green System” networks through holistic planning of green spaces and provision
of eco-corridors in the park through integration of existing and planned green resources.

- FEERRENRARERE SEREEITNEAEMS  BEREMNERER -

Enrich the existing blue-green assets through preserving and upgrading the landscape features,
including an increase in area for lawn, floral garden and water features within the park, etc.

© BAFIB0ORRRENMA (AR AR TR RE) EITHERE  FEURH EANRRIZEEEALER

GBSy s e e

Take the opportunity to provide an adequate and healthy growing environment for trees through
compensatory planting approach for some 300 affected trees (Old and Valuable Trees (OVTs) not
affected), and integrate with a holistic landscape design.

BR&EE ZZEEHET RIS
Creating Additional Space for Diverse Uses

- Rt ESTTERNTERENRHE AEREE—ERET TR EEMEHE -

Provide adequate community and retail/food and beverage facilities to create a well-equipped key
activity hub for the local community.

- BN EENMERENEENARZTR REItE mEhRIE-

Provide floor areas for community facilities and covered public space for enjoyment by people of all
ages so as to serve community needs and meet public aspirations.
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e ETLREREIM FZEENEZZRERZE
Key Considerations in Designing the Kowloon Park
Underground Space

IR AR R hERE RN

Usage Pattern of Existing Park Facilities
EIEE—RERARSHEPBNEMSNARER R ET T ERNELAREREN
WBE - TRIREAEENE AR MG RE T ZTE 3 EEE LS EHE
HNREABREFERENEERE - BREME ETHRSEAFERNABREEE
AR ZE N XAEFREIEE  mEMZFEEA B EEFEAERKENPREER &
RAOHARERENEBEETE SEARBETHMARZREEHER -

In order to address the public concerns raised during the PE1, a survey on park usage
has been carried out in Kowloon Park to ascertain the usage pattern of existing park
facilities and evaluate the potential impacts of the proposed USD on the park and its
users during both the construction and operation stages. Based on the survey results,
the Swimming Pool (both indoor & outdoor) and Chinese Garden are the most frequently
used park facilities during summer, while visitors mainly use the indoor Swimming Pool
and Chinese Garden in other seasons. To minimise the potential disturbance to park
users, these facilities are excluded from the proposed development footprint.

REHEIRA

Preserving OVTs

FREREHALHER - EANSHHBAMMAZBOHED
WHI e REE I - /b BB T A ETEERERE
A

Preservation of existing trees is of paramount importance.
The USD boundary has been modified to exclude OVTs and
densely vegetated areas. The proposed conceptual scheme
has retained the existing trees as far as practicable.




E RN 2o EA R A a8 G - LUAF AR IR BB Bh3E AV
157

AII/eviating the Existing Overcrowded Haiphong
Road through Connecting Underground Space to
the adjacent MTR Station

RIBIPIN TR REFTA EREEIBMHEEARARAY
T ARERTEBENERE  SEUBME SR —HAE P TIR
IBERE AEFREARE - fiEit TEMEREERAELIDIEE
% PRI B —RARMITABE  LUIREAR -

Based on our preliminary technical assessments, pedestrians
heavily rely on Haiphong Road for east-west movement between
Nathan Road and Canton Road. This results in a relatively poor
at-grade walking environment along Haiphong Road with severe
pedestrian-vehicle conflicts. By connecting to the MTR Tsim Sha
Tsui Station, the proposed USD will provide an alternative east-
west walkway with a view to diverting the pedestrian flow.

RS

Preserving the Bird Lake

MR ERR R REEIRGE SR BB RS EBNEEM
HIEEHMAREEEREZERE— S TITARBEERRA LT
B SHKBEEEE T RIS KARIEAYH T 22/ - RIRE > FPIREEZER
BHRAVBRIZEIE S NG T A BIE  MERARIFAYH N2
fil TREETEHSNERTE-

We recognise the importance of maintaining the Greater Flamingo
and the habitat created within and in the vicinity of the existing
Bird Lake. Hence, we recommend constructing an east-west
underground passageway underneath the side of the Bird Lake
instead of any substantial underground space development to
avoid the water body of the Bird Lake. With innovative mining
method to create the underground passageway, instead of using
conventional open-cut excavation, the Bird Lake would not be
affected.
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S TI2R0RRT 28 T HhIRA K D ERER T it
Tidy up and fence off the site by hoarding before commencement
of construction

.
BB AEMEERERIE AR e’ A
Activities at park level partially resumed ;aﬁ%}iij;fg?] Construcuon W f

.W in progress phaft o 4
: / Hoar
"‘w s H 1

Top slab
BIRREE TIZE T
Excavation and
construction in progress

SERIBRIENS  EIASHE LR HSE B AR Bt
/A. n§mﬁ¥

Backfill to surface after construction of the top slab to expedite
part of the reinstatement works and facelift the park for public
enjoyment

LR TIF M T R R RAVEIE RE THEIZIE LR K TR BER
Install piles for supporting the underground space development
and carry out surface excavation for construction of top slab

s

Construction
Shaft
ardl ng Hoar
¥ . ¥

TN
Pedestnan Connections

AEHEEIHBEE

Activities at park level resumed

ZR T2 T
Excavation in
progress

EERBLARNRR R FRESE T LEaE
Dz a7 S T A EE

Continue the underground excavation works at the same time of
reinstatement and facelifting works. Conduct trenchless excavation
for construction of pedestrian connections where suitable

BRI 7T
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Summary of Proposed Underground Space Development

NEABEMEEEZFHTEERER
% of Kowloon Park area proposed for underground
Approximately O space development

NEAERZMTEZERELERTEREI

The proposed underground space at Kowloon Park will provide an extra of

apprOXImatelyg OOO

S|275"EI’JTi== shE At R ERALER] - mRE1.5E N EABRRIKAEE

total floor area for community facilities and covered public space, similar areas
as 1.5 Kowloon Park Outdoor Swimming Pool

covered pedestrian passages

URA FITAK WERTAR
approxima?glg 14 ] O OO S

T EREERER T (%)

Distribution of Proposed Uses in Underground Space (%)
Approximately

Community

Facilities

TA®E

Pedestrian

Passages

AHZE™ )
Covered Public Space Approximately

30%

e
Parking

Facilities

REth T ERZRERMAE

WEETERLNEREE

The proposed underground
space development will
provide parking facilities for
vehicles of various types

’f}'] TEREERE
Approximately po-iliFood and Beverage

30% Facilities

91T AZEB ARG A8 TTK
Approx. Average Space: 1.8m%person

BRERERNAEZEZEFR™
Overall Construction Time &

H *
Park Affected Period
LRz L e
Estimated based on the proposed scheme
FIHEAZE R
- . ®
Single development 3-4 Vears

SHIRE (ARt EFZZENAREBERSERD)

Phased development

(anticipated park area to be affected 6-7 &F
at a particular time will be reduced) v Years

CE 3 T i

B N8 55E

Improving Underground
Connections and Enhancing

Accessibility

ﬁBﬁﬁg #9850k (45 RAE)
Development Approx. 850m (via Haiphong Road)
BR® #500K (K&REE)
After  Approx. 500m (via underground
Development connections)

SEFRE i
Kimberly Road

Canton Road

THIIT ANZEBARNE A3 AT IR
Approx. Average Space: 3.4m%person

RN

fEERE

With

underground

space

development &

connections

BRa BRE
Before Development After Development

NSl =N
BETABER ”

Condition of Haiphong Road
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RENRIREFHITIHBRFAITRIEHEEUFS E - BMEFAE _REARSEMEEIINER  EE L5

BT ER BREERRKRN -

This section provides an overview about the prevailing options adopted for new developments for reference. The
implementation mode will be proposed after refinement of the proposed conceptual scheme taking into account the

comments received in PE2.

THeRYEEE
Land Ownership
BT E1EE B H#S
Government Project Owned by the
Government
NRETRISE BRI {REE L HhAY
Public-Private- HEE
Partnership (PPP) The Government
can maintain land
ownership!
FAZERIEH FRFL RS
Private Owned by the private
Development party

X8 Remark:

1 RFRERARNATE SRR
Depending on the adopted PPP model

ESEE AL
Development Risk

BUR AR SRR AT
Development cost and
risk are borne by the
Government

BUSAAEHEIBMERR
PR ANk
Development cost and
risk are shared by the
Government and the
private party

LSRR RER A
Ve
Development cost and
risk are borne by the
private party

JRERYIETIE

Control on the Project

NS e ]|
The Government has full control

BB A ATERB S 1ERERY
HEHEITHE
The Government controls the
requirements through PPP
agreement

BT I8 T 22 B R
IN_EARFE 224055 E $H IR E R ER 22AY
FE B RBELIRREH ST 212

Full project control cannot be
exercised but the Government can
regulate the necessary requirements

through land lease and service
deed when needed
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Fu r t h e r Your views will be vital for the tasks and studies in our

next steps. In the PE2, we are particularly interested

I h O u g h tS in knowing your views on the following:

BEEAE
Proposed Uses

ITHZENEARBZAIM T

ZEE IR ML RS 2
What kind of uses/facilities

would you expect in the

proposed underground
space at Kowloon Park?

-—

TAEER -
Pedestrian Connections gﬁlﬁt'l'%“t_ 5
IR S EEA s uhuh AT A B onstruction Programme
%%a%ﬁ%%@ﬁ%m I AR L UBRZLAEERAPRE
What are your views on the proposed LS RARM T ZER ?
underground pedestrian network at Do you prefer developing
Kowloon Park? underground space at
Kowloon Park in a single
phase approach or a phased
approach?

'

¢ \
HithE

Other Comments
TEHEMERMERN ?
Do you have other
comments and suggestions?
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Considerations for
Underground Space

Development in
other SUAs
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Victoria Park is the largest and the most prominent

public open space in Causeway Bay. The park
provides cultural, sports and recreational facilities.

While our initial findings revealed that the development

of underground space underneath Victoria Park
could provide additional community and transport
facilities to meet district demands and also retail and
food & beverage uses to enhance the attractiveness of
Causeway Bay as a key retail hub in Hong Kong, the
implementation should be carefully worked out taking
into account the interface and synergistic effects with the
surrounding projects. After taking serious consideration
on the holistic planning of the area, the USD underneath
Victoria Park is not recommended to be taken forward at
this juncture. Nevertheless, the opportunity for developing
underground space underneath Victoria Park will be
revisited when the future adjoining developments proceed

for achieving spatial integration in a comprehensive manner.

Location Plan of Victoria Park

5
Legend

SR
Old & Valuable Trees

277N E?’“Eiﬂ"’%ﬁ/ﬁmﬁ[ﬁ
" J) GtmEEE) REi)
~==""Potential Area for Underground
Space Development (At-grade
Footprint) (Indicative only)

REZAMILEER REMD

Proposed North Island Line
(Indicative Only)
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At present, Southorn Playground is a major sports

and recreational focal point in Wan Chai, providing
facilities for football and basketball activities as well as
sitting-out areas, and its usage is extremely high. While

the development of underground space underneath
Southorn  Playground could provide additional
community facilities for leisure and recreational uses to
meet district demands, public concerns on closure of the
playground area and disturbance to its daily operation
during construction stage were received in PEL It is
suggested revisiting the proposal in the longer term when
an alternative site becomes available for the temporary
re-provisioning of the sports and recreational facilities
during the construction period. We recommend that the
development scheme would not be considered at this stage.
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Potential Area for Underground
Space Development (At-grade
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You are welcome to give your views, comments and suggestions to us by email, fax, post or via online view collection
form on or before 21 August 2019.

ILJ\E/JIL;\E

Your Views

ik address

FLEEfISCH A FEIE10158

TARIIERREBARIENE

11/F, Civil Engineering and Development Building, -l

101 Princess Margaret Road, Homantin, Kowloon - &ﬁﬂ
AEEHERIA M TEEERE

Please specify on envelope:
“Underground Space Development”

B|sh phone
3917 4761

{BE fax
2714 0247

EE email
info_urbanunderground@aecom.com




www.urbanunderground.gov.hk






