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Panel on Health Sel'vices 
Pel'tussis Vaccination fo l' P l'egnant Women 

Thank you fo l' your letter dated 11 January 2019. Regarding the captioned 
issue 1'aised by Dr Hon Elizabeth Quat, our response is set out at Annex. 

Yours sincerely, 

rJ 

(Ms Belle Mok) 
for Secretary fo1' Foocl and Health 

c.c. 

Director ofHealth (Attn.: Dr Albert Au) 
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Government's Response to the Issue on 

Pertussis Vaccination for Pregnant Women 

Annex 

Currently, acellular pertussis-containing vaccines are extensively used in 

childhood immunisation programmes in many developed countries ancl regions 

(inciuding the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region) to replace the whole-cell 

vaccines which are more commonly associated with aclverse events. Despite high 

vaccine uptake rate, there has been a resurgence of pertussis in recent years in a 

nUlllber of countries (such as thc United States, Canada, the United Kingdolll, Japan, 
ctc.), prcdominantly among innlllts aged ullder Olle and adolescents. The risc may be 

partially contribllted by a wider use o[ improved diagnostics, including the highly 

sensitive polyll1erase chain reaction, for diagnosis 0 1' pertussis. 

2. The Scientifïc CO l1l lllittee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases (“SCVPD") under 

thc Ccntrc for Hcalth Protection (“CHP") of thc Dcpartment of Hcalth ("DH") has 

earlier cliscussed th巳 isslle of pertussis vaccination for pregnant women. After 

reviewing the local epidemiology of pertussis, recoll1ll1endations of the Worlcl Health 

Organization and health authoriti巳s in other countries/regions, relevant scÎentific 

evidence, overseas experiences, etc., the SCVPD recommended pertussis vaccination 

for pregnant women cluring pregnancy. 1n line with establishecl practic巴， the SCVPD 

is preparing the detailecl recommendations and the finalised Consensus Statement will 

be uploaded to the CHP website for reference by healthcare professionals. 1n view of 

the recommendations of the SCVPD, th巳 DH has been actively planning the 

implementation of the recommendations, details of which will be announced when 

available. 

2 




