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URGENT QUESTION
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Emergency measures to allay public resentment immediately
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Continuation of urgent question which was asked on 13 November 2019
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MR KENNETH LEUNG: President, there was an article in yesterday's
International Edition of the Financial Times. | am just paraphrasing from that
article. In part it said, "Both demonstrators and police are guilty of incidents of
brutality. But blame for the current crisis must be laid primarily at the feet of
the Hong Kong government and Beijing."

Do you agree that the fundamental causes of the current crisis are your
inability and inaction to satisfy the very reasonable political demands of the
people of Hong Kong, basically the five demands?

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: I thank the Honourable
Member for his question. | disagree entirely with that | must, with due respect,
disagree entirely with what the Financial Times has said and its stance on Hong
Kong.



Ew — 2019%F 11 H 14 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 14 November 2019 283

| said earlier in response to a question of another Member that our
legitimacy is not in question, although there is room for improvement in
governance. We recognize this, and that is why we are now doing our very best,
putting our best efforts at improving our governance, which include the Chief
Executive saying some time ago that she will change her governance style to be
more accessible and approachable to the community. All the political
appointees will now reach out to the community at all levels, and we will open up
all channels for communication and dialogue with the whole community. We
will get ourselves closer to the community and feel their pulse, so that we can
achieve policies which will be more attuned to or in line with their expectations
and aspirations.

As what we are doing here in Hong Kong, as | said, we have not lost the
will of governance, if anything, and we will continue to leave no stone unturned
In containing the present situation. The present task before us and before the
whole community here, irrespective of our political spectrum, is to put an end to
violence. Violence only breeds more violence and will not give any solution.
That is not the answer to any problem. It is not a panacea to the present crisis
we are facing.

So, my own observation is that the Financial Times is free to comment on
Hong Kong's situation. But we have to work together irrespective of our
political cause to put an end to violence and join hands to restore Hong Kong to
its familiar self, so that we can then create the atmosphere conducive to dialogue
and take Hong Kong forward to resolve all outstanding issues in the community.

TR REEFEE  FMTEHBWH > REEE

MR KENNETH LEUNG: What | want to ask the Chief Secretary is that: Does it
mean that you are saying a blanket "no" to the other remaining four demands
asked by many of the Hong Kong people?

R RFEE > BUIE RIS EHWHTERS -
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MR KENNETH LEUNG: President, | have mentioned the five demands.
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Meeting suspended.
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Meeting suspended.
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Council then resumed.
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N4 4T oy
4:47 pm

FHYE -
Meeting suspended.
N4 5 K 15 43
5:15 pm

1 9 BE TR 1 -

Council then resumed.
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NEXT MEETING
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Adjourned accordingly at 7:03 pm.
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