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THE HONOURABLE TOMMY CHEUNG YU-YAN, G.B.S., J.P.

FE B A, SBS,JP.
PROF THE HONOURABLE JOSEPH LEE KOK-LONG, S.B.S., J.P.
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falE % 2, MH.
THE HONOURABLE WILSON OR CHONG-SHING, M.H.

HRREZEE, P

=<1

THE HONOURABLE YUNG HOI-YAN, J.P.

Ry =
DR THE HONOURABLE PIERRE CHAN

PR ek &, J.P.
THE HONOURABLE CHAN CHUN-YING, J.P.

PR LA 3R A
THE HONOURABLE TANYA CHAN

RE R A, P
THE HONOURABLE CHEUNG KWOK-KWAN, J.P.

e AR A, JP.
THE HONOURABLE LUK CHUNG-HUNG, J.P.

I EHEE, MH.
THE HONOURABLE LAU KWOK-FAN, M.H.
|5k &, BBS, MH, JP.

=<1

THE HONOURABLE KENNETH LAU IP-KEUNG, B.B.S., M.H., J.P.



kg — 2020% 6 A 24 H
6 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 24 June 2020

IR VN =
DR THE HONOURABLE CHENG CHUNG-TAI

IR T E
THE HONOURABLE KWONG CHUN-YU
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THE HONOURABLE JEREMY TAM MAN-HO
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THE HONOURABLE VINCENT CHENG WING-SHUN, M.H., J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE TONY TSE WAI-CHUEN, B.B.S.
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THE HONOURABLE CHAN HOI-YAN
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MEMBER ABSENT:
FF R

THE HONOURABLE HUI CHI-FUNG

HEBRES -
PUBLIC OFFICERS ATTENDING:

55 T e Al Jay Jay & 7 2Ot 42, G.B.S., J.P.
DR THE HONOURABLE LAW CHI-KWONG, G.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND WELFARE

RZRRBEEZERBEL4,SBS.,P.D.S.M, JP.
THE HONOURABLE JOHN LEE KA-CHIU, S.B.S., P.D.S.M., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR SECURITY
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THE HONOURABLE FRANK CHAN FAN, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT AND HOUSING

BV REERRBREELIE, IP.
PROF THE HONOURABLE SOPHIA CHAN SIU-CHEE, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR FOOD AND HEALTH

FEFREEERmMTE, P
THE HONOURABLE MICHAEL WONG WAI-LUN, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR DEVELOPMENT

AN EEGRRBRFEEESRLE, P
THE HONOURABLE PATRICK NIP TAK-KUEN, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE

R Z /e B & & &4, P.D.SM, JP.
MR SONNY AU CHI-KWONG, P.D.S.M., J.P.
UNDER SECRETARY FOR SECURITY

JIERLE -
CLERKS IN ATTENDANCE:

b & I BRHE % St E, S.B.S.
MR KENNETH CHEN WEI-ON, S.B.S., SECRETARY GENERAL

Al EHREEEZ L
MISS ODELIA LEUNG HING-YEE, DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL

HEME KRS
MS ANITA SIT, ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL

HEMERHEEEL L
MS DORA WAI, ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL
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RIFAFEHA MG
LAYING OF PAPERS ON THE TABLE OF THE COUNCIL

A AR (RREAA) 5B 2L(2) AV A E 12 42 ¢
The following papers were laid on the table under Rule 21(2) of the Rules of
Procedure:

b o8 i 31 5 E 2 5 e
(2020 5= 28 /) 3¢ ) & 35 (12 51) (58 3 97)

L) o, 2020 F- 25 126 #f

(2020 EERWEHLERELNE) v 2020 £ 5 127 57

(2020 N E MM S LIS E ) o, 2020 £ 5 128 5F

Subsidiary Legislation Legal Notice No.
Pharmacy and Poisons (Amendment) (No. 3)

Regulation 2020 .........cccccvviiiiinieiienee e 126 of 2020

Declaration of Increase in Pensions Notice 2020 .......... 127 of 2020

Widows and Orphans Pension (Increase)

NOLICE 2020 ... 128 of 2020
H At S
e

2019 4 ¥ (B 15 0 55 ¥ % R R DL R B A o & )
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2019-20 4 (B 5 A 75 e 5% S 08 37 8% A R )

REHENEMHBELZASY
2019-20 4 ¥ (B 45 B 15 ¥ 3% B 07 7% BRI )

I BT RS R
2019-2020 & & (1 45 M 75 W R Je 3 51 B B Rl )

B T R
2019/20 4 3 (.47 5 45 B 75 40 2 J 0 7 A%C LA 4 45 )

A% B A BT IE IS 8 & Ok H At SCE Y5 5/19-20 HF i 5

&l (2019 & (BR])MROIE Z) WFHE 5 H I

Other Papers

Construction Industry Council
Annual Report 2019 (including Financial Statements and Independent
Auditor's Report)

Securities and Futures Commission
Annual Report 2019-20 (including Financial Statements and Independent
Auditor's Report)

Investor and Financial Education Council
Annual Report 2019-20 (including Financial Statements and Independent
Auditor's Report)

Sir David Trench Fund for Recreation
Annual Report 2019-2020 (including Financial Statements and Report of
the Director of Audit)
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Airport Authority Hong Kong
Annual Report 2019/20 (including Consolidated Financial Statements and
Independent Auditor's Report)

Report No. 5/19-20 of the House Committee on Consideration of
Subsidiary Legislation and Other Instruments

Report of the Panel on Manpower on issues relating to the Employment
(Amendment) Bill 2019 for submission to the Legislative Council

mEEMNORER
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

xR HH
(1R 3% HH 3 B B B H AR ) )

EFEREHEE  FEREHERE?

RERERE L BRI (LA T AT S0 R ET YA
Jei] [ 755 o v R I 2 T A I 2 Y A e B A
WEG LTI Z 07 112X REZ LA AT S 7 FTTE - 7 & e 7
LI 2 B L5 17 K EHTE SR - A KA 1 L E 5 07 R T
72z e 7

R REE KEMREHNEERFHEREE - ARMBEFC L
%Ei?z?ﬁ’ﬂiﬁ HARZE - -MrAEFEEREGH > KREEER - H
5 AR

—IHE

)ﬂ]]qx
O
J

c X FEHE ...

SEEEME - T HEE -
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EFEETMAERREHNES RERAREERVEH -
(R 32 HH G B e A8 Uk F ZEOR £ T AR 1)

ERE - REE > RERIZFMOME - FIRELT -
(k5 4 3% B 7 B B AE H A i )

TR MEEEE  REEERERE

MEEBE : L7 AL E - T b 2% A g e ] — B s U]
HEF » I IER BT FFEFE" » (758 B F » XK ia
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TR B ERITH T F » T E# T2 BT W e AR -
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B 7 8 09 I 5 B R T (F 404 AR LY 39 7 B 35 (R 0 E o T
258 1 Y £ BB IR A9 T [ 17 T 5 6 (P75 7 B A A T 1 A8 1
7

R MEE > ARIFEREHSUER —F > REFHEBEER -
ERREN A R H A B R E - & ARG T # AR A g FEH
IR

MEFRBE : £/F  BEHELS L7 HHE 758 2%
T ALY HETES - ([E 5 677K 22 0 5 A
X BRI B A AT - (HE - B 2% E A AR H
FiEREETIENERE T -

EF-SUKRE A MERZONSHEHSUES  WEFHFRER
FMEEBEENRERA > FE EKILEGHEL - FEOELARER
AR HAh 5 & A ok E -

MEFERE - L/ WEFRE — 1 7B FE DT EEH KA GG E
Bl 27 ) 1 B 7 T am BT & 7

EF NG FAENSUBERNEMEE  REUFgEFRAERD -

MEEBE : L7 MELAF PRI EHT G &N T &R
B e A BE R (O — H /R F H 7B E T T3 1 e & - A BT 1 A

EFEMEE > EWIEAEME - FBIRAET -
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R ORREE - REREHEMRE ?

FPREBBE : L/F BN EHFEEE - BT EFE - FE L - T
JE 74 M A T B VB [ % TE M S U B 7 - 1 2 E L T AE
Ml o ZeAE T TG - 75 1] 1 DI & I B9 5 17 ZITHE =t U 1 7 38 i 1 7Y
1 7 E S - (0T ] F B EE R L B %0 AT R K F A
it 17l a8 7o B2 I 2 LN - AT IR BB ITIE 7 2 iR (
FEA A ) 1EH A FE T8 - F6 708 ] O BT B HE 8 2 JBF 2 (i & 5 it =t 1)
Fe 7RI T B B9 & 22 5t 1~ = )06 7

EF - REESHHARTARERWSHEE - MIRFZEDE AW
AIAE B M & A R E -

FKBEE L/ FEHNERFFEEFE -

ﬁﬂk

EF o AR L — B AR SR -

FHIHEH o EXERE el ERES -

LEEEREERISATETHRY
Preventing police officers from performing duties under the influence of
alcohol or drugs

1. BXERE : BH - FEBNEGEL GG 55 L E
E WL ESEERITETGTR - LIR G W5 7 7 5 ] 2B 7 5
SN EFEMNTE & LG a2 > W T H B EFA SR
IERE Ok 7 ) 2 K BEER ] (R A o BLUL - BT & AR

(—) #LX5F - BHNG A TETHETENFF 72
URZFZFAIFIE  UITERAH  FIE#L ~ HREZF
i Y FE A F1 2 8+ AR K I BT TE S
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EEE 77 ) B < R A8 W I K i 1Y W 1 R i ik R 2
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BOESERMT M ERERLNEZE  BEHAEBEFAENRKLR
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Bt E S E o EEA T

(—) #ZE 5 F(H) 2015 £ 2019 ) - HF 6 KIEHMEHAE
AT AR SEAT Bl - W RIISETEEE R e EY
F oo BT 3 APUREFEIER - HIE

(i) —HEER 2016 FREFCREDWARE 2 /A - #&
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MS CLAUDIA MO: Seriously, what a load of gobbledygook. | never thought
the health authority could morph into some quasi-political setup. It is quite
obvious. You are now using all those social distancing measures ...

IR BLFRE  FRROEOHTHES -
MS CLAUDIA MO: Sorry ...
EE RO AES -

MS CLAUDIA MO: Yes, | will ... | have barely started speaking for 10 seconds.
Come on, just 10 seconds ...
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IR BLFRA  SEHWEA  MAITNEHFRER -

MS CLAUDIA MO: | know.

R FELARE MM ITE®

MS CLAUDIA MO: | know, but you are using the social distancing measures
very conveniently, effective until 2 July, as political tools. Now, everyone knew
our 1 July massive protest parade has become an annual local event, almost like
a festival, a tradition, and you are using your health measures—so called—to try
to steamroll Hong Kong opposition.

My question is: What if Hongkongers would exercise self-discipline? Say,
they would voluntarily, in a very orderly manner, separate themselves into groups
of, say, 50 per crowd on 1 July. Would you advise the Hong Kong Police that
there would be no such health risks as a result on 1 July?
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Flood prevention measures
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Dual capacities of civil servants
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Assistance for operators of kaito services
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Assistance for the sectors of sports, performing arts, culture and publication
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Conducting remote hearings for court cases

12.

MR DENNIS KWOK: President, since 3 April 2020, remote hearings
may be conducted for suitable civil cases by using the court's video-conferencing
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facilities ("VCF"). Court users may connect to VCF under a hardware option
(i.e. using hardware video-conferencing units) or a software option (i.e. using
normal desktop computers installed with appropriate software). Besides, the
Judiciary is actively considering enabling real-time communication for the web
("WebRTC") in video-conferencing, so that court users can connect to VCF by
using a simple web browser. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council if it knows:

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

Q)

(6)

(7)

the equipment needed to be acquired by the Judiciary for enabling
remote hearings; the respective quantities of such equipment
purchased/to be purchased, as well as the respective capital and
recurrent expenditures incurred/to be incurred; when the acquisition
of all equipment can be completed;

the criteria to be adopted for choosing the WebRTC software and the
supplier; whether the software has been acquired; if so, the technical
specifications of the software and the implementation timetable for
WebRTC; if not, the latest progress of the relevant work and
timetable for enabling WebRTC in video-conferencing;

whether the WebRTC solution to be introduced is similar to those
adopted in other jurisdictions, such as the United Kingdom ("UK"),
for conducting remote hearings; if not, the differences;

how the Judiciary's ability, upon the introduction of WebRTC, to
conduct remote hearings compares with that in other jurisdictions,
such as UK, the United States and Australia, and the areas on which
improvement is needed;

whether the High Court Building has sufficient bandwidth of Internet
access services for remote hearings to be conducted in all
courtrooms simultaneously;

the assistance provided by the Judiciary for litigants/witnesses who
do not have the necessary equipment for attending remote hearings;

whether the scope of application of remote hearings will be
expanded to criminal cases; and
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(8) whether the Judiciary has plans to handle the backlog of cases by
conducting more remote hearings?

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: President, based on the
information provided by the Judiciary, the Government's reply is as follows:

In response to the prevailing and changing public health situation, the
Judiciary has been actively considering alternative modes of hearings in civil
proceedings through, among others, the use of video-conferencing facilities
("VCF").  The Judiciary issued guidance notes on 2 April and 8 June
2020 setting out detailed arrangements for the possible use of VCF, among
others, for remote hearings for suitable civil cases of the High Court, District
Court and Family Court.

In considering technical options for remote hearings, apart from
compliance with the law, it is important that any application of information
technology ("IT™") must be secure and the integrity of specific aspects of the court
operation involving the use of IT cannot be jeopardized or compromised.

In the longer term, the Judiciary is looking into whether, and if so, to what
extent and how, remote hearings may be used in specific circumstances to support
the proper and effective administration of justice when the pandemic is over and
the courts have resumed their normal mode of operation, whereby physical
face-to-face hearings will continue to be the standing mode of court hearings
under normal circumstances. The Judiciary will keep all the stakeholders posted
and consult all concerned when it has come up with its views and proposals.

For VCF remote hearings, the main equipment needed by the courts is the
video-conferencing unit. Other general-purpose peripheral equipment, such as
display units and speakers, are also needed. As video-conferencing units have
been used for remote hearings involving witnesses outside Hong Kong for quite
some time, the Judiciary has already acquired some VCF sets before COVID-19.
To meet possible greater demand for VVCF for court hearings and various types of
meetings of the Judiciary during the short and longer term, the Judiciary has
acquired in batches 15 additional sets of video-conferencing units at a cost of
about $830,000. The Judiciary has, however, no breakdown of the additional
recurrent expenditure incurred specifically for using VCF.
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According to the Judiciary, VCF will only be considered for court cases or
part(s) of the court cases which are suitable and under essential or desirable
circumstances. The Judiciary's latest assessment is that the total capacity of its
existing Internet links should be sufficient to support VCF hearings for the time
being. The Judiciary will closely monitor the overall utilization and increase the
Internet bandwidth as necessary to ensure the smooth conduct of remote hearings
at various court buildings, including the High Court Building.

When remote hearings were first tried out from April 2020, court users
would need to have the necessary enterprise-level hardware to be connected to the
Judiciary's VCF. To keep abreast with changing technologies without
compromising the need for security and integrity, the Judiciary has been
exploring various technical alternatives to facilitate remote hearings. During the
process, the Judiciary aims to introduce more user-friendly solutions to court
users. The Judiciary has also been making reference to technical solutions being
adopted by other jurisdictions, such as the United Kingdom and Australia, to cater
for their own circumstances and needs. As their situation is not entirely the
same as that in Hong Kong, their technical solutions may not be the best
references for the Judiciary.

After some studies, the Judiciary informed stakeholders on 8 June
2020 that it would be able to allow a software-based option whereby court users
may use personal computer devices, with installation of an appropriate software,
to connect to the Judiciary's VCF. This new technical alternative has been
introduced since 15 June 2020. The Judiciary indicates that the cost of this
option will be significantly lower than procurement of enterprise-level hardware.
Besides, this option should be more user-friendly and conducive to facilitating a
wider use of remote hearings.

As part of the Judiciary's ongoing efforts to explore further possible
technical options, the Judiciary is also examining in detail, among others, whether
Web Real-Time Communication which will further facilitate remote hearings,
may be used without affecting the integrity or security of court proceedings. If
any additional technical option(s) prove to be feasible from a policy and technical
point of view and the Judiciary has decided to adopt such option(s), the Judiciary
will make announcement(s) to the relevant stakeholders as appropriate.
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The Judiciary has been using various alternative means, such as paper
disposal and VCF hearings, to handle civil cases, including those affected by the
General Adjourned Period. Experience shows that these have been effective.

For criminal cases, using remote means to conduct criminal hearings may
not be permissible under existing law. Taking a longer-term perspective, the
Judiciary is examining whether it is desirable for any parts of criminal
proceedings to be conducted by remote hearing, and if so, what policy, legal and
operational issues are involved. The Judiciary will then consider the way
forward. The Judiciary will consult the relevant stakeholders as appropriate.
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Information security of the health code system
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Support for the vehicle maintenance industry
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MS CLAUDIA MO: Hong Kong's birth rate is one of the lowest in the world,
and | am sure it will stay that way, despite all these suddenly very urgent kind of
new laws trying to prove a booster on the childbirth front. Many of our young
women hesitate not to have babies, previously mainly because of financial
considerations. Did we not use to say that to raise one child, you would need a
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total of HK$4 million until this young person comes of age? Well, that talk is
about 10 years ago now.

But these days, rather than just the financial thinking, whether you can
afford to have a baby, there are also political considerations. With the advent of
this national security law, no one is particularly clear or confident of the future.
It is such an issue and many young couples | know are actually thinking of
emigration. We might as well quit Hong Kong and if you harbour such a
thought, how could you just start to think about having a baby because the
Government has now relaxed all these maternity leave laws and you will get paid
more too? For that? Childbirth is about bringing a new birth, a new life into
the world. It is not just about what sort of benefits you will get from the
Government. And this Government? Thank you very much.

Therefore, will this new law become a booster in anyway to our birth rate?
We can only wait and see. But it is very ironic, it took up to half a century, i.e.
50 years, to increase the maternity leave from 10 weeks to 14 weeks. What a
big piece of progress! | am a mother of two. My boys were born in the 1980s
and | enjoyed that 10-week maternity leave. At that time, I thought that was not
unreasonable. But when was this law last amended? Not until 1995, that is
still before 1997. What has this HKSAR Government been doing all these
years? Since 1997, all these Beijing cronies of yours were fighting for
supposedly better maternity benefits on the legal front. What have you been
doing? What took so long? Especially those supposedly are labour delegates.

Now, seriously, it takes all sorts to make a world. And in this Council,
some Members could prove physically vigorous because this person called
KWOK Wai-keung is very good at performing bodily attacks. But | would call
him mentally, if not intellectually, challenged because he does not know a thing
about motherhood. Let alone childbirth, and he would talk about discrimination.
If you want to talk about discrimination in this new bill, you have to look at,
seriously, the hypocrisy as displayed by this Government.

| was sitting on that Panel as well and, repeatedly, | was not the only one
who said, why do you have to set a ceiling of about $36,000 as the salary ceiling
for expectant mothers? "We need to spend public money carefully and
conscientiously. If we include every single expectant mother, we would not be
following our policy, our principle of spending public sums in a conscientious
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way. We have to be careful with public spending", we were told. Seriously,
$36,000 as a ceiling and you think you would benefit most of the expectant
mothers already? And now, out of the blue, they can just raise it. "Okay, you
guys do not like it and in case you veto it, the Beijing cronies, the flunkies would
need to be answerable to their so called constituency.” From $36,000, it is now
increased up to $80,000, I am talking about the maximum salary of a woman, the
sum of money of her monthly pay she could get before she could come under this
new law as a beneficiary. From $36,000 to $80,000, it is more than double
really. What on earth were those officials performing at the Panel, pretending
that they have not got that much money in the coffers and they need to be careful
with public spending? That is just so unreal, so phony. And now just as they
wish, they would do it.

Initially, | was going to make a big fuss out of this, but then | thought they
do have their power in their hands, and we need to look after the issue at hand.
Beggars are no choosers, because they decide ultimately. Do they not claim this
Is an executive-led Government, right? But then, without begging, suddenly
they could raise this pay limit to such an extent, more than double. Did you
hear? It is increased from $36,000 up to $80,000 a month now. It is just the
sheer absurdity of this Government, the phoniness, the hypocrisy. Why is it up
to $80,000? Why is it not $100,000, as somebody was suggesting?

As far as | am concerned, as a mother of two, | will tell you that being a
mother and childbirth is a natural right. This sort of maternity leave
arrangement is not welfare. It is not welfare at all. | do not need your charity,
it is something | deserve as a member of the human community. So, there
should not have been any salary limit altogether. For any expectant mother, if
you are working, you should be able to enjoy the benefits under this new law.
This is a bias against the high-paid career women. What is the matter with the
Government or the officials? Somehow you think if women are so well-paid
already, then they do not deserve to get all these supposedly new benefits. This
is wrong.

Talking about discrimination in the workplace, more often than not, woman
workers would suffer sticky floor and glass ceiling—I am sure you do not know
what | am talking about. But then, discrimination is sometimes visible,
sometimes not. Career women is a particular community, they face a lot of
biases and discriminatory treatment in the workplace. It is a well-known fact
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still in the modern world. Sticky floor? Somehow you got stuck where you
are, you just cannot rise. If you think you are rising, there is a glass ceiling up
there. You cannot get through. You maybe able to see through but you cannot
get through.

OK, never mind, work place discrimination. Oh, just because you are a
woman, you might be passed over when there is a new senior post up there
because women are not to be considered reliable, and so on and so forth. But
now you are putting down in a bill, a new law, your discriminatory treatment of
pregnant women. If your pay is more than others, then sorry, you are out of the
bracket, you would not come under this new law. Just tell me why you have to
set this limit on the amount of personal salary per month, especially when the
pregnant women in the civil service would be enjoying full pay when it comes to
maternity leave? Why is it that civil servants should get all these special
treatment? It is not just four fifths, but full pay. Well, I am not objecting to
that. Of course, | mean civil servants are, especially, coming under a lot of
political pressure these days, might as well. As | was saying, it took half a
century to increase the maternity leave from 10 to 14 weeks, and it took 23 years
since 1997 for the Beijing cronies and this SAR Government to sort of dovetail
their supply and demand when it comes to political favours.

Now, let us look at Singapore. Singapore gives 16 weeks and full pay,
not four fifths, and that is on top of a government subsidy at nearly
HK$60,000 for every four weeks. Now, we are lagging behind Singapore,
which is the most favourite comparison drawn with Hong Kong. Of course, |
support the Employment (Amendment) Bill 2019 in principle, but then we are
lagging behind, especially, Singapore. You look at France, | am surprised that
nobody has talked about France. Look at their progressive calculation:
16 weeks for the first child; 16 weeks for the second child; and 26 weeks for the
third child; and if you have got twins, you got more than eight months; and
triplets, nearly one whole year. This is real progressiveness.

Last but not least, this definition about pregnancy: If you have a
miscarriage at 24 weeks, i.e. six months, that is being counted in. That is good,
but why not just make it four months, i.e. 16 weeks? You would not understand
unless you have experienced it (The buzzer sounded) ... the trauma of losing a
motherhood ...
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