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"The rule of law is one of the clichés of modern life which tends to be
invoked, even by lawyers, without much reflection on what it actually
means. The essence of it can be summed up in three points. First,
public authorities have no power to coerce us, except what the law gives
them. Secondly, people must have the minimum of basic legal rights.
One can argue about what those rights should be but they must at least
include the protection from physical violence and from arbitrary
interference with life, liberty and property. Without these, social
existence is no more than a crude contest in the deployment of force.
Thirdly, there must be access to independent judges to vindicate these
rights to administer the criminal law and to enforce the limits of State
power.

"At least as important as these, however, is a clear understanding of what
the rule of law does not mean. It does not mean that every human
problem and every moral dilemma calls for a legal solution."
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