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I refer to your letter of 16 April 2020.

Without expressing any personal views at this stage on the respective merits of the following
propositions, you may wish to note that:-

(1) Pursuant to paragraph 5 of Appendix IV of the House Rules, the presiding member nominated for an
elactlon of chalrman is to be replaced in accordance with paragraphs 2 or 3, as appropriate, unless
otherwise decided by the committee, Thus, where the provisions of paragraphs 2 or 3 are deemed no
longer appropriate, and/or where a decision is made by the committee not to follow paragraphs 2 or 3,
then the electlon procedure can be in such manner as declded by the committee.

(2) Paragraph 75(2) of the Rules and Procedure and paragraph 20 of the House Rules provide inter alia
that the chalrman shall hold office until the chairman of the committee of the next session is elected.
Hence, any proceedings of the committee dealing with matters, otherwise than election of chairman
where the incumbent chairman is nominated which Is specifically governed by Appendix IV of the House
Rules, before and to be decided by the committee should still be chaired and conducted by the
incumbent chairman. In this connection, | have taken note of and notwithstanding the opinion of the
Legal Service Division in paragraphs 7 to 9 of LC Paper No. LS 11/19-20.

(3) In the absence of any specific provisions in the Rules of Procedure and the House Rules, when for any

reason it is decl to eopen nomination, this can be done by a2 majority vote of the committee.
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