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(Translation)

Panel on Home Affairs

Motion passed under agenda item 1V
""Use and management of public open space managed by the Leisure and
Cultural Services Department"
at the meeting on 29 April 2019

In recent years, members of the public have often complained that the use of
audio equipment or musical instruments by performers in their singing, dancing
or other performances in parks has created excessive noise and caused serious
nuisances to other park users and nearby residents, and the giving of tips was
involved in some performances. The Leisure and Cultural Services
Department ("LCSD") has proposed to amend the Pleasure Grounds Regulation
("the Regulation™) to include nearby residents and LCSD staff as the prosecution
witness so as to step up the control of noise nuisances in parks. However, in
the absence of a comprehensive review of the Regulation, the implementation of
the new proposal is not expected to solve the noise nuisance problem at its roots.
In this connection, this Panel urges the Government to:

1. conduct a comprehensive review of the Regulation to actively address,
among other issues, noise nuisances caused by performing activities and
the giving of tips to performers, prescribe an objective standard of
"nuisance" to balance the interests of various venue users, and formulate
clear guidelines and enable frontline staff to seek assistance from the Police
in taking enforcement actions in case the venues are in chaotic situations
beyond the control of the staff;

2. study raising the maximum penalty under section 25 of the Regulation,
including setting up a progressive fixed penalty system to increase the
penalty level according to the number of times of breaches to deter
repeated offenders of noise nuisance; and

3. study empowering frontline staff to take enforcement actions with various
severity, such as requesting park users who ignore advice from park staff to
leave and drawing up a "blacklist" to prohibit repeated offenders of the
Regulation to enter the parks within a certain period of time.

Moved by: Hon LAU Kwok-fan, MH
Seconded by : Hon Vincent CHENG, MH
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