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To whom it may concern, Appendix 2F

CRU ISR

Re: Administration's views on (Enghsh version Only)
Members' amendments to the Appropriation Bill 2020

The Administration’s view is a downgrade of Members of the Legislative Council’s power
and disregard for the efforts they made to scrutinize the Budget. I disagree with them on this

matter. Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

“i? 4 &
Jeremy TAM Man-ho
Member of the Legislative Council
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Legislative Council
Central
Hong Kong

Dear Mr President,

Proposed amendments to Appropriation Bill 2020

1. [ am writing to defend my Committee Stage Amendments
(“CSAs”) to Appropriation Bill 2020 submitted earlier and dispute the
Administration’s recommendation that none of the CSAs submitted
by myself and other Members should be admitted.

2. The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
suggested that all the CSAs have “no real purpose other than
prolonging or delaying the necessary legislative process”, and thus
the President should rule them inadmissible “in their entirety” under
Rule 57(4)(d) of the Rules of Procedure (“RoP”).1 With regards to
that specific comment [ wish to point out that the CSAs, at least the
ones proposed by myself, are grounded on genuine considerations
for proper governance. Particularly, my own seven CSAs are
proposed with a legitimate aim to reduce unnecessary spending by
government bureaux and departments on poorly designed policies
and superfluous excesses enjoyed by unpopular officials. They are
intended to be improvements of current policies for the public good
and to demonstrate government accountability.

-CONT.-

1 Para. 5 of the letter to the Secretary General of the Legislative Council from the Secretary for
Financial Services and the Treasury dated 23 April 2020.
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3. The Administration’s accusation that the
“disproportionate multitude” 2 of CSAs 1is evidence to the
“frivolous[ness] and meaningless[ness]”3 of such proposals is also
invalid. As I have explained earlier, the expenditures Members
including myself proposed to reduce are unnecessary spending not
related to the effective rendering of public services benefiting the
people of Hong Kong. I submit that the overwhelming number of
CSAs should not be interpreted as obstacles to proper functioning of
the government, rather, they should be seen as reflections of public
disappointment with the Administration’s incompetence, especially
regarding specific bureaux and departments that have engaged in the
obstruction and suppression of citizens’ rightful exercise of
constitutional freedoms in the past year.

4 I should also note that the Administration’s reading of
article 74 of the Basic Law (“BL") fails to acknowledge the Legislative
Council’s (“LegCo”) power to approve public expenditure under BL
73(2) and (3). The Administration understands the term “bills” BL 74
in its most expansive sense that it should include amendments to
bills, and asserts that Members should be prohibited from
introducing amendments relating to public expenditure or
government policies in accordance to the restrictions set out in BL
74.% If the Administration’s interpretation of BL 74 should stand, the
LegCo would be stripped of its constitutional power, seriously
impairing its ability to discharge its functions laid out in BL 73. I also
wish to draw reference to past President’s rulings on the same
matter that BL 74 does not apply to consideration of the admissibility
of amendments to bills.>

-CONT.-

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

4 Para. 14 of the letter to the Secretary General of the Legislative Council from the Secretary for
Financial Services and the Treasury dated 23 April 2020.

5 Para. 20, President’s ruling on amendments proposed by 16 Members to the Appropriation Bill
2019 (Retrieved from LegCo website: https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr18-
19/english/pre_rul/pre20190506-ref-e.pdf).
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5. As such, I urge the President to admit all amendments
proposed by myself and other Members who have submitted their
proposals in accordance to the relevant provisions of the BL and the

RoP.
-END-
Yours sincerely,
Alvin YEUNG
Member of the Legislative Council
¢ 3907 0449 a YRR ST 4 O T R A RS I8 105 AR o 5 e

£ 2509 3101 Room 810, 8/F, Legislative Council Complex, 1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong
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