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Follow-up actions on the report on the construction works
at the Hung Hom Station Extension
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Development plans for three squatter areas in Kowloon East
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Investigating complaints against police officers
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Measures to stabilize local financial market
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Allocation of resources to the Radio Television Hong Kong
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Adjustment of the demand-side management measures
for the property market
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Compensation and rehousing arrangements for residents
affected by the Wang Chau Development Project

[

ﬁ/

/

FarA N EIRN = R BB - 8 & RBRFETH IR - Fr
ANEFEEE  HEENAERNMHE ZEMEHHEZES
MARREEmER - BN RERRGH LEMERERE - I
S BEADN RIS FEENER  BERZIFLRE
Flpg B - il BUF A S EHAE

(—)

(=)

(=)

RN =NNE 2P FERINARRERLE & #RED
M - E i R ER M ERaE R EEER
WLZERDAE - WS T RE LBV ERD S EE
FE  tim<2BNRAGHZZNRENLZE ;

M =NEZPONRERFEH  ETHEZIONRCE
BER  Heg KRG EMHERWM s § 5045 INRNER
B TFEEER - LS RATBEMERERE 5 K

BB RE A AGEAE T H th A) IR S R BT 5¢ i e B A RN =
AR CELEF L E KM ETIE s i R E R
R EE - ERAEAGEEHES RS ?



Y S
Y ad %
5O
(8 7 % )

Assistance for the guesthouse industry
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Review of housing policy and strategy
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Application of science and technology to support anti-epidemic work
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Communication with deaf-mute patients in public hospitals
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Question 13
(For written reply)
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Hon Elizabeth QUAT to ask:

The link between the wild animal trade and the emergence of zoonotic
disease, such as COVID-19, is now more than ever an urgent issue.
Bringing together wild species from all over the world into confined,
unhygienic exotic pet trade warehouses and stores creates conditions
conducive to pathogen exchange, mutation to novel forms, and transfer
among species, including to humans. The live animal trade in Hong Kong
Is vast in size and fuelled largely by demand for exotic pets. According to
the Convention in International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)
trade database, over a ten-year period (2007-2018), five million live
animals, representing 422 species were imported into Hong Kong
(including amphibians, birds, mammals, reptiles, arachnida, among others).
Imports have increasing nine-fold over this period. However, these figures
represent a proportion of the legal trade i.e. only those species that are
listed on CITES. For example, in 2016 the government indicated 1,108,000
live animals were imported for the purposes of pet trading (excluding dogs,
cats, rabbits, hamster and guinea pigs) — nearly half a million more than
were imported according to the CITES database, for the intended purposes
of pet, zoos, breeding. The primary legislation in Hong Kong governing
this trade (for Non-CITES species) is Cap 139b the Animal Trading
Legislation. Under Cap. 139, animals are defined as: “cattle, sheep, goats,
all other ruminating animals, swine, equines, and all other warm-blooded
vertebrates except man and birds, and reptiles”. The definition, does not
include many animals imported by the pet trade. These omissions mean that
a huge volume of fish, invertebrates, amphibians and other aquatic and
marine life which, once imported, can then be bred and traded with little
regulation. There is no procedure to provide individual identification of
animals, meaning that a domestic breeder, trader, or trapper can readily
provide illegally sourced animals to launder under a permit. The sources for
dogs and birds are limited in Animal Trading License conditions, which
explicitly state where traders can obtain their animals. Any other sources
are prohibited. No such stipulation exists for non-CITES other animal
trades, such as licensed reptile traders, meaning that such traders have no
requirement to report domestic breeding or where their stocks have come
from. Regarding import documentation, there is no request for indication of
purpose of import or re-export details. Information that could be easily
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obtained on form and provide essential figures for future trade review of
numbers, species and destinations.  In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

of the number of licensed live animal traders (excluding cats and
dogs) in Hong Kong categorised by types of animals sold;

of the numbers of animals and type sold by the above licenced
traders on an annual basis for the past 10 years;

of, regarding bird traders, the numbers of birds (down to species
level) legally traded annually over the past three years that come
from the three different sources of birds allowed under the
additional conditions attached to the trading licence. If this
information is not available, please provide the reasons for that,
noting that AFCD requires licenced traders to keep stock inventory
and movement records and advise if this will be collated in the
future;

of the number of bulk imports of birds for onwards sale in the past 3
years, the size of these bulk imports and, on average, how many
traders were these birds subsequently sold to;

of the reasons why only cat and pet bird traders are currently
required to keep such records of transactions under the Codes of
Practice and additional conditions;

of the process used to monitor breeding within Hong Kong and to
track captive bred animals sold into the market, including (but not
limited to) the measures it takes to determine whether a specimen in
trade has been wild caught or captive bred once it has been
imported and sold on, and of measures it takes to ensure traceability
of specimens (e.g. specific measures to verify land trace to a legal,
hygienic source see Annex 2) once they have been sold into the
market;

Annex 2

Purpose: Pets Purpose: Food
(other than dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs and
hamsters)

Mammals | Birds | Reptiles | Amphibians [ Fish | Insects Amphibians || Fish | Insects

ANIMAL IMPORTS

No. of
animals
(total)

No. of
animals:
CITES |

No. of
animals:
CITES Il
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No. of
animals:
CITES I

No. of
species

No. of legal
captive bred
animals

ANIMALS IN TRADE

No. animals
sold by
licensed
traders

No. of
licensed
animal
traders

No. of locally
bred animals
in trade

Codes of
Practice for
slaughter
(YIN)

Not Applicable

No. of
animals
transhipped

ANIMALS RE

EXPORT

ED

No. of
animals
re-exported
(total)

No. of
animals
re-exported:
CITES |

No. of
animals
re-exported:
CITES Il

No. of
animals
re-exported:
CITES Il

ANIMALS
EXPORTED

No. of
animals
exported
(total)

No. of
animals
exported:
CITES |

No. of
animals
exported:




(7)

(8)

©)

(10)

(11)
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CITES I

No. of
animals
exported:
CITES Il

ABANDONMENT/ANIMAL MANAGEMENT (AMC =Animal Management Centre)

No. of
animals
received by
AMC (total)
No. of
animals
received by
AMC:CITES |
No. of
animals Not Applicable
received by
AMC:CITES
]

No. of
animals
received by
AMC:CITES
Il

of the health screening measures that are in place to determine or
limit the zoonotic risk presented by the exotic pet trade;

whether the government has a comprehensive database
documenting the import and trade of live animals including species,
origin, destination (export, including to mainland China, and those
sold locally) and if so, whether it will make that data available to
stakeholders, and if not , the reasons for that and will this be done in
the future;

whether and how the government will address the lack of regulation
of the exotic pet trade for example current lack of data and
statistics, policy etc., given clear links to zoonotic diseases, and if
not, the reasons for that;

whether the government will undertake and publish research into
the sufficiency of regulations governing the live animal trade in
Hong Kong, and if it will not undertake such research, the reasons
for that; and

whether the government would consider a law banning import of
species that were captured illegally in their country of origin (e.g.
birds that were illegally hunted under Indonesian law being legally
imported into HK under HK law) and if not, the reasons for that?
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Distance Business Programme
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Redevelopment of public housing estates
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The fifth generation mobile network and services
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Use of new public housing estates as quarantine centres
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Trunk Road T2 and Cha Kwo Ling Tunnel
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Protecting the rights and interests of consumers of online shopping
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The relief measure of creation of time-limited jobs
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