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Clusters of pneumonia cases in Wuhan of Hubei Province

Pneumonia is a form of acute respiratory infection that affects the lungs.
It is caused by a number of infectious agents, including viruses, bacteria and
fungi. When an individual has pneumonia, the alveoli of the lungs are filled
with pus and fluid, which makes breathing painful and limits oxygen intake.
Pneumonia should be treated with antibiotics. According to the announcements
of the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission on 31 December 2019, 3 January
and 5 January 2020 (see Appendices I to 111 (Chinese version only)), a number
of viral pneumonia cases of unknown causative pathogen were recently reported
in Wuhan. As of 8:00 am on 5 January 2020, a total of 59 pneumonia cases
have been reported. Their clinical signs were mainly fever, with a few cases
having difficulty in breathing, and chest radiographs showing invasive lesions of
both lungs. The earliest and the most recent dates of onset of illness among
these cases were 12 December and 29 December 2019 respectively. All
patients are isolated and receiving treatment in Wuhan medical institutions, of
whom seven are in serious conditions and the remaining are in stable condition.
Epidemiological investigations revealed that some patients were operators at a
local seafood wholesale market in Wuhan. For the time being, no evidence of
obvious human-to-human transmission and no healthcare personnel infections
have been observed.

2. The assessment of the World Health Organization ("WHQO™) on 5 January
2020 was that the reported link to a wholesale fish and live animal market could
indicate an exposure link to animals. The symptoms reported among the
patients were common to several respiratory diseases, and pneumonia was
common in the winter season. However, the occurrence of 44 cases of
pneumonia requiring hospitalization [as of 8:00 am on 3 January 2020] clustered
in space and time should be handled prudently. At present, WHO does not
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recommend any specific measures for travellers. It also advises against the
application of any travel or trade restrictions on China based on the current
information available on this event.

3. Locally, the Government launched the Preparedness and Response Plan
for Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance (“The Plan™) on
4 January 2020." "Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance" is
defined as any infectious disease caused by a pathogen unknown to cause human
disease before, but may have changed its property to cause human infection with
or without the ability of efficient human-to-human transmission. The disease
has the potential to lead to international spread and public health emergency.
A three-tier response level, namely Alert, Serious and Emergency, is adopted in
the Plan. The cluster of viral pneumonia cases with unknown cause in Wuhan
Is regarded as a Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance. The
Serious Response Level® has been activated on 4 January 2020.

4, The Hospital Authority ("HA") announced on the same date the activation
of Serious Response Level in public hospitals to tie in with the launching of The
Plan. A series of measures to enhance monitoring and infection control in
public hospitals and clinics are implemented with immediate effect. Any
suspected case will be isolated in negative pressure isolation room for treatment
and urgent laboratory investigation will be arranged immediately. On 8
January 2020, HA convened the Central Command Committee meeting and
decided to further enhance the surveillance and infection control measures in
public hospitals. The relevant press release issued by HA is in Appendix IV.

5. The Centre for Health Protection ("CHP") of the Department of Health has
enhanced surveillance since 31 December 2019 in response to the cluster of
pneumonia cases in Wuhan. Up to 7 January 2020, doctors were requested to
report to CHP under the enhanced surveillance system if they encounter patients
with fever and acute respiratory symptoms, or pneumonia symptoms; and who
had visited Wuhan (regardless of whether they have visited wet markets or
seafood markets there) within 14 days prior to the onset of the illness. Cases
reported since 8 January 2020 were suspected cases of Severe Respiratory
Disease associated with a Novel Infectious Agent which is a notifiable disease
with effect from 8 January 2020. As of 12:00 noon on 9 January 2020, CHP
received reports of a total of 48 patient cases. Among these cases, 25 patients
have been discharged. A summary of the details of the cases are in Appendix V.

! The Plan can be accessed at the website of the Centre for Health Protection at

https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/govt_preparedness_and_response_plan_for_novel
infectious_disease_of public_health_significance_eng.pdf.

Serious Response Level corresponds to a situation where the risk of health impact caused
by the novel infection on local population in Hong Kong is moderate.



https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/govt_preparedness_and_response_plan_for_novel_infectious_disease_of_public_health_significance_eng.pdf
https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/govt_preparedness_and_response_plan_for_novel_infectious_disease_of_public_health_significance_eng.pdf
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Legislative framework for prevention and control of diseases

6. At present, the Prevention and Control of Disease Ordinance (Cap. 599)
("the Ordinance™) and its subsidiary legislation provide a legislative framework
for the prevention and control of communicable diseases that pose public health
risks in Hong Kong. The Ordinance confers the powers of seizure, forfeiture
and arrest on public officials and the power to make relevant regulations on the
Secretary for Food and Health ("SFH"). The Prevention and Control of
Disease Regulation (Cap. 599A) (“the Regulation™) provides for various control
measures for the infectious diseases, such as notification of cases of scheduled
infectious disease, disease prevention, medical surveillance, examination and
tests, quarantine and isolation of persons.

7. Under section 15 of the Ordinance, the Director of Health ("DoH") may
by notice published in the Gazette amend Schedule 1 (which specifies a list of
infectious diseases® known as "scheduled infectious diseases") and Schedule 2
(which specifies a list of infectious agents known as "scheduled infectious
agents") to the Ordinance. Separately, sections 56 to 59 of the Regulation
provide for control measures to prevent the introduction into and transmission
from Hong Kong of specified diseases. The Prevention and Control of Disease
(Amendment) Regulation 2020 and the Prevention and Control of Disease
Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 1) Notice 2020, made by SFH and DoH
under sections 7 and 15 of the Ordinance respectively and gazetted on
8 January 2020 for commencement of operation on the same date, add "Severe
Respiratory Disease associated with a Novel Infectious Agent" as a specified
disease in section 56 of the Regulation® and as a scheduled infectious diseases
under Schedule 1 to the Ordinance®.®

Under section 2 of the Ordinance, "infected” means the presence of an infectious agent on
the surface of or inside the body of, or in, a human being or an article, whereas "infectious
agent” means a parasite, a fungus, a bacterium, a virus, a prion or any other agent that can
cause an infectious disease.

* The other seven scheduled infectious diseases being prescribed under section 56 of the
Regulation as "specified diseases" are: (a) Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome; (b) Middle
East Respiratory Syndrome; (c) novel Influenza A infection; (d) extensively drug-resistant
tuberculosis; (e) plague; (f) smallpox; and (g) viral haemorrhagic fever.

Before the amendment, there were 50 scheduled infectious diseases listed in Schedule 1 to
the Ordinance.

According to the Legislative Council Brief issued by the Food and Health Bureau and DH
on 7 January 2020 [File ref: FH CR 4/3231/96], once a specific infectious agent related to
"Severe Respiratory Disease associated with a Novel Infectious Agent™ is identified, the
name of the disease in Schedule 1 will be revised and the identified infectious agent will be
added to Schedule 2 to the Ordinance. At present, there are 32 scheduled infectious
agents listed in Schedule 2 to the Ordinance.



Latest developments

8. At the Council meeting of 8 January 2020, Hon Alice MAK, Hon
Elizabeth QUAT and Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki raised three urgent oral questions in
relation to the Government's measures in response to the occurrence of
pneumonia cases with unknown cause in Wuhan. The questions and the
Administration's replies are in Appendices VI to VIII respectively. The
transcripts of remarks made by SFH on the issue at a media session on 8 January
2020 are in Appendix V111 (Chinese version only).

9.  According to the report of China Central Television on 8 January 2020,
investigation by the Mainland health authorities showed that a novel coronavirus
has been identified in some patients who are part of the cluster of viral
pneumonia cases in Wuhan. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses which
are common in many different species of animals. Sometimes, these
coronaviruses can evolve and infect humans and become a human coronavirus.
At present, there are six coronaviruses known to infect human. Four of these
human coronaviruses (i.e. 229E, NL63, OC43, and HKU1) commonly cause
mild to moderate illness like common cold. The other two newer human
coronaviruses, namely SARS-CoV (the beta coronavirus that causes Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome which was first identified in the Mainland in 2003)
and MERS-CoV (the beta coronavirus that causes Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome which was first identified in Saudi Arabia in 2012), have been known
to frequently cause severe illness.

Council Business Division 2
Leqgislative Council Secretariat
9 January 2020
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HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY

Wednesday. 8 January 2020

Public Hospitals Further Enhance Surveillance and
Infection Control Measures

The Hospital Authority (HA) convened the Central Command Committee
meeting today (8 Jan) and decided to further enhance the surveillance and
infection control measures in public hospitals, amid exploring the feasibility of
deferring some non-emergency services so as to centralise resources and
manpower to cope with the suspected cases related to the viral pneumonia with
unknown cause in Wuhan, and try to allay the pressure of frontline healthcare
workers as far as possible.

The following enhanced measures have been implemented with immediate
effect:

® FEnhance the HA laboratory service. The rapid test result can be available as
early as before 24 hours so as to confirm whether the patients are infected
with infectious diseases and to discharge patients without isolation need to
other wards for further treatment;

® Adjust ventilation system to increase fresh air exchange in public hospitals
and clinics so as to enhance air flow and to reduce the risk of spreading virus;

® Transfer stable patient to rehabilitation or convalescence wards, and in
accordance to the agreement with two private hospitals to transfer out patients
for continuous treatment in order to vacate acute beds to meet emergency
need;

® Depending on the situation, HA will explore the feasibility to defer the
elective surgeries and non-emergency services. }

“Since the activation of Serious Response Level last Saturday, a series of
response measures have been implemented in public hospitals. During winter
surge, number of patients requiring public hospital services keeps increasing,
amid from handling the suspected cases related to the viral pneumonia with
unknown cause in Wuhan, leading to increasing workload of healthcare workers in
public hospitals. We will monitor the situation and implement every feasible
measure to alleviate the workload of frontline healthcare workers and to avoid any
hospital emergency service being affected,” spokesperson for HA said.

The current stockpile of personal protection equipment in public hospitals
exceeds 90-days consumption and public hospitals have a total of about 1400

LA TR MO REE ¢ 7328 3855 W : newsdo@haorghk M AE : FLBE G W EH 147B WIREH G AH
Media Enquiry: News Duty Officer Pager: 7328 3855 Email: newsdo@ha.org.hk Address: Hospital Authority Building, 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon




negative pressure insolation beds. Public hospitals will allocate the patients
without isolation need flexibly to facilitate patients who require isolation to admit
to those beds accordingly. HA will closely monitor the usage of isolation beds and
the stockpile of personal protection equipment, and will allocate flexibly through
central coordination mechanism so as to encounter emergency situation.

HA will maintain close contact with the Centre for Health Protection to
monitor the latest development and to timely inform the public and healthcare
workers the latest information.

* * * * *




Appendix V

Latest situation of Severe Respiratory Disease associated
with a Novel Infectious Agent

Since 31 December 2019, the Centre for Health Protection of the Department of Health has received reports
of a total of 48 suspected cases with recent travel history to Wuhan, Hubei (as of 9 January 2020, 12:00 noon).

The details of the cases are listed below.

Case | Date of Gender | Age Source of Name of Positive Discharge
no. | reporting reporting hospital laboratory status
admitted results




Case
no.

Date of
reporting

Gender

Age

Source of
reporting

Name of
hospital

admitted

Positive
laboratory
results

Discharge
status




Case | Date of
no. reporting

Gender

Age

Source of
reporting

Name of
hospital

admitted

Positive
laboratory
results

Discharge
status




Case
no.

Date of
reporting

Gender | Age

Source of
reporting

Name of
hospital
admitted

Positive
laboratory
results

Discharge
status

39 08/01/2020 | M 2 Hospital Princess Adenovrius and | Hospitalised
Authority Margaret coronavirus
Hospital HKU1
40 08/01/2020 | M 20 Private Queen Influenza A(H3) | Hospitalised
medical Elizabeth
practitioner* | Hospital
41 08/01/2020 | F 11 Hospital Caritas -- Hospitalised
months | Authority Medical Centre
42 08/01/2020 | F 7 Hospital Prince of Adenovirus and | Hospitalised
Authority Wales Hospital | influenza A(H1)
43 08/01/2020 | F 28 Private Queen Mary Human Hospitalised
medical Hospital rhinovirus/entero
practitioner* virus
44 08/01/2020 | F 13 Hospital Tuen Mun Human Hospitalised
Authority Hospital rhinovirus/entero
virus
45 09/01/2020 | F 26 Hospital Kwong Wah Influenza A(H1) | Hospitalised
Authority Hospital
46 09/01/2020 | M 1 Hospital Tseung Kwan | Adenovirus Hospitalised
Authority O Hospital
47 09/01/2020 | M 66 Hospital Queen Adenovirus and | Hospitalised
Authority Elizabeth human
‘ Hospital rhinovirus/entero
virus
48 09/01/2020 | M 6 Hospital Tseung Kwan | Human Hospitalised
Authority O Hospital rhinovirus/entero
virus, influenza
A(H3) and
parainfluenza 4
Remarks:

1. The new cases reported in the past 24 hours were in white box.

2. Suspected cases were reported under enhanced surveillance system from 31 Dec 2019 to 7 Jan 2020.




3. “Severe Respiratory Disease associated with a Novel Infectious Agent” has been a notifiable disease, with
effect from 8§ Jan 2020. Cases were reported as suspected cases of “Severe Respiratory Disease associated
with a Novel Infectious Agent” since § Jan 2020.

4. *The case was also reported by Hospital Authority.

(Last updated on 9 January 2020)
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LC Urgent Ql: Issuing expeditiously guidelines on treating viral

pneumonlia
khkdhkhkhkdhhdhhdhdhhhhhkhkhkhhhkkdhhdhhrkkhhkhdhkhkhkhhhkhdhdkdhkkhrkdhkkkddk

Following is an urgent question by the Hon Alice Mak under
Rule 24(4) of the Rules of Procedure and a reply by the Secretary
for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, in the Legislative
Council today (January 8):

Question:

Recently, several dozen cases of viral pneumonia have
occurred in Wuhan. As the cause of the disease is unknown, quite
a number of Hong Kong people are in panic. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council of the disease's latest
pathological information that it has grasped so far (including
the causes of the disease, symptoms, transmissibility and
treatment methods), and whether it will expeditiously issue to
healthcare personnel work guidelines on treating such disease and
provide them with adequate protection measures?

Reply:
President,

The Centre for Health Protection of the Department of
Health received notifications from the National Health Commission
(NHC) on December 31, 2019 and January 3 and 5, 2020 respectively
regarding the cluster of pneumonia cases recently identified in
Wuhan, Hubel Province. According to the NHC, a number of viral
pneumonia cases with unknown cause have been identified through
disease surveillance since December 2019. Symptoms were mainly
fever while a few had presented with shortness of breath.

According to the latest information available, there was a
total of 59 cases, with no fatal cases (as of January 5, 2020).
At present, all patients are recelving treatment in isolation,
while 163 close contacts are under medical surveillance. So far
none of them have developed abnormal symptoms such as fever. The
tracing of close contacts is still ongoing. Epidemiological
investigations reveal that some patients are business operators
at a seafood market in Wuhan. So far, investigations by the
Mainland authorities found no evidence of definite human-to-human
transmission and no healthcare workers have been found infected.
While the causative pathogen and cause of infection are still
under investigation, respiratory pathogens such as influenza
viruses, avian influenza viruses, adenovirus, Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome have
been ruled out as the cause.

First of all, I would like to reiterate that no serious
pneumonia case related to those in Wuhan has been detected in
Hong Kong so far. Due to the frequent flow of travellers between
Hong Kong and Wuhan, the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region attaches great importance and stays alert
of the latest situation of the cluster of pneumonia cases in
Wuhan. In tackling the outbreak, the Government adopts three
principles, namely making prompt responses, staying alert and
working in an open and transparent manner. In fact, the Food and
Health Bureau (FHB) has held a number of meetings with relevant

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/08/P2020010800936p.htm 9/1/2020
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policy bureaux, departments, the Hospital Authority (HA) and
experts over the past week (since December 31, 2019) to examine
the prevention measures taken in Hong Kong in response to the
cluster of pneumonia cases in Wuhan, Hubel Province. Relevant
departments have also been reminded to increase their vigilance
and be well-prepared to ensure that relevant contingency measures
could be implemented as early as possible when necessary to
safeguard public health. Besides, the FHB has held a number of
press conferences to provide the public with immediate updates on
the development of the disease and the work of the Government.
The Government's work in response to the disease includes:

(1) strengthen health measures at ports, as well as various
government venues and facilities;

(2) launched on January 4, 2020 the Preparedness and Response
Plan for Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance,
with the Serious Response Level activated with immediate effect;

(3) published in the Gazette today an amendment to the Prevention
and Control of Disease Ordinance (Cap. 599) (the Ordinance) to
include "Severe Respiratory Disease associated with a Novel
Infectious Agent" as a statutorily notifiable infectious disease
set out in Schedule 1 of the Ordinance through the Prevention and
Control of Disease (Amendment) Regulation 2020 and the Prevention
and Control of Disease Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 1) Notice
2020, thereby vesting the Department of Health with the statutory
powers to, among other things, put the contacts under gquarantine
and isolate the infected patients;

(4) activated the Serious Response Level in public hospitals on
January 4, 2020, and the HA has implemented a series of response
measures to enhance monitoring and infection control in public
hospitals and clinics;

(5) enhance risk communication at all fronts including all local
stakeholders, Mainland authorities and the World Health
Organization.

I will introduce the measures in detail in wmy oral reply to
the urgent questions.

Regarding the Hon Alice Mak's question, while there is
currently no full understanding of the cause of pneumonia cases
in Wuhan, the HA's frontline healthcare staff would provide
appropriate treatment having regard to the clinical condition and
testing results of patients, and would carry out response
measures with the availability of further information. The HA's
frontline healthcare staff would conduct risk assessment on its
patients in accordance with its the HA's established clinical
criteria, i.e. fever, travel record, occupation, contact history
and whether there is clustering phenomenon. The HA has reminded
frontline healthcare staff to pay special attention. Patients
with the presentation of fever and acute respiratory infection or
pneumonia, who have been to Wuhan within 14 days before onset of
symptoms, would immediately be sent to negative pressure
isolation room for treatment. Airborne, droplet and contact
precautions would be implemented on these cases, and healthcare
staff would wear appropriate personal protective equipment with
regard to relevant precautionary measures.

Ends/Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Issued at HKT 23:46

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/08/P2020010800936p.htm 9/1/2020
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LC Urgent Q2: Immediate measures to curb gpread of epidemic in
Hong Kong
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Following is an urgent question by the Hon Elizabeth Quat
under Rule 24(4) of the Rules of Procedure and a reply by the
Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, in the
Legislative Council today (January 8):

Question:

Several dozens of pneumonia cases with unknown causes have
occurred recently in Wuhan, and there have been successive
reported cases in Hong Kong of persons with a travel history to
Wuhan showing related symptoms. In this connection, will the
Government immediately raise the response level further, issue a
travel alert for Wuhan, and step up the work on epidemic
notification with the Mainland?

Reply:
President,

In reply to the question raised by the Hon Alice Mak, I
have briefly reported the latest development of the cluster of
pneumonia cases in Wuhan, Hubei Province and the major areas of
work undertaken by the Government over the past week. Now, I am
going to elaborate Government's preparedness and response plan
and relevant work on liaison with the Mainland on the disease.

Activation of Serious Response Level

In view of the latest situation of the cluster of pneumonia
cases in Wuhan, Hubel Province, the Government devised the
Preparedness and Response Plan for Novel Infectious Disease of
Public Health Significance (the Plan) last week. The Plan was
launched on January 4, 2020, with the Serious Response Level
activated with immediate effect.

The Plan sets out the Government's preparedness and
response plan in case of an outbreak of Novel Infectious Disease
of Public Health Significance where a three-tier response level
is adopted. Three response levels, namely Alert, Serious and
Emergency, will be activated based on the risk assessment of the
Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance that may
affect Hong Kong and its health impact on the community.

Upon the risk assessment of the cluster of cases of viral
pneumonia with unknown cause in Wuhan reported by the National
Health Commission (NHC), the Serious Response Level was
activated, under which the immediate health impact caused by
Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance on local
population is moderate.

To enhance the overall preparedness and response for public
health crises for communicable diseases with public health
significance, the Department of Health (DH) has developed
contingency plans and conducted exercises and drills to test the
capacity of relevant government departments and organisations to
cope with possible major outbreaks of infectious diseases and

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/08/P2020010800906p.htm

9/1/2020
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public health emergencies, in order to enhance the awareness,
preparedness and the ability of the community and healthcare
personnel to detect and respond to possible epidemics. As a
communicable disease could be caused by a pathogen currently
unknown to cause human disease, the Centre for Health Protection
(CHP), in collaboration with many other government departments
and organisations, held a public health drill exercise code-named
“Sunstone” to test the Government’s capacity regarding a novel
disease in June 2018.

Travel Health Advice

Regarding travel alerts, the Outbound Travel Alert (OTA)
System set up by the Security Bureau (SB) aims to help people
better understand the possible risk or threat to personal safety
in travelling to 88 countries/territories that are popular travel
destinations for Hong Kong residents, which do not include the
Mainland. When there are incidents in these countries/territories
which may affect the personal safety of Hong Kong residents, the
SB will assess and consider the need to issue an OTA taking into
account factors such as the nature (e.g. whether it is targeted
at travellers), level and duration of the threat. Should there be
public health reasons, based on the alert level as advised by the
Food and Health Bureau and the CHP of the DH, the SB will issue
an OTA on countries/territories which are seriously affected by
infectious diseases to help the public better understand the
possible health risks.

As a matter of fact, based on the available information,
the World Health Organization has advised against the application
of any travel or trade restrictions on China, and has not
recommended any specific measures for travellers. In case of
symptoms suggestive of respiratory illness either during or after
travel, travellers are encouraged to seek medical attention and
share travel history with healthcare personnel. To provide more
information for the public's attention when travelling outside
Hong Kong, the SB has uploaded the travel health advice from the
DH onto its webpage on OTA.

Liaison with the Mainland

As regards the liaison and communication with the Mainland,
the Government has been maintaining close liaison with the
Mainland authorities on various fronts. As early as in 2005, the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region signed
a "Co-operation Agreement on Response Mechanism for Public Health
Emergencies” with the Mainland's former Ministry of Health and
the Secretariat for Social Affairs and Culture of the Government
of the Macao Special Administrative Region. The CHP has been
maintaining close liaison with the NHC under the established
mechanism which requires Hong Kong and the Mainland to notify one
another on surveillance data on infectious diseases, emergency
public health incidents and responses to major infectious
diseases. The CHP will continue to maintain close liaison with
the NHC and closely monitor the latest development of the cluster
of pneumonia cases in Wuhan. The CHP will timely update the
surveillance criteria and testing strategies in accordance with
the latest situation, and provide health information for the
public in a timely manner.

Ends/Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Issued at HKT 23:46

NNNN
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LC Urgent Q3: Enhancing measures to cope with epidemic outbreak
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Following is an urgent question by the Dr Hon Kwok Ka-ki
under Rule 24 (4) of the Rules of Procedure and a reply by the
Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, in the
Legiglative Council today (January 8):

Question:

Recently, there has been an outbreak of pneumonia with
unknown causes in Wuhan, and some of the patients are operators
in a seafood wholesale market. As the flow of residents between
Wuhan and Hong Kong will increase with the approach of the Lunar
New Year, there are worries that the disease will spread to Hong
Kong. In this connection, will the Government take the following
measures immediately: enhancing the prevention of the epidemic at
the boundary control points (including the deployment of staff to
board the planes and Express Rail Link trains coming from Wuhan
to carry out quarantine work), stepping up the prevention of the
epidemic at the local level (including the enhancement of the
disinfection and cleansing work at wet markets), and devising a
plan for public hospitals to cope with the epidemic outbreak amid
the influenza surge?

Reply:
President,

The Government has adopted various immediate measures after
an outbreak of pneumonia with unknown causes in Wuhan. These
measures include strengthening port health measures.

Prevention measures at boundary control points are
important elements in tackling communicable diseases. Both the
Food and Health Bureau and the Department of Health attach great
importance to the work on port health measures. Regarding the
cluster of pneumonia cases identified in Wuhan, Hubeil Province,
the Port Health Division has, in addition to regular measures,
put in place enhanced measures at all boundary control points
since January 1, 2020, with particular attention to incoming
flights and Express Rail Link (XRL) trains from Wuhan. Major
measures are as follows:

(1) immediate referral of inbound travellers with relevant
symptoms and travel history to public hospitals for treatment in
isolation and follow-up;

(2) advised the MTR Corporation Limited, the Airport Authority
and relevant airlines to enhance the cleaning and disinfection
for incoming XRL trains and flights from Wuhan. Cleaning of the
XRL West Kowloon Station and the airport terminal buildings has
also been stepped up;

(3) put in place an additional infrared thermal imaging system in
the Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA) designated for
checking the body temperature of inbound travellers from Wuhan
starting from January 3, 2020;

(4) deployed additional manpower at the XRL West Kowloon Station
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for checking the body temperature of inbound travellers starting
from January 3, 2020. With effect from January 6, during the
arrival of the two XRL trains that have stopped at Wuhan, all
inbound travellers will have their body temperature checked by
hand-held infrared thermometers to ensure that the body
temperature of individual travellers from these two trains is
monitored; and

(5) stepped up the promotion of health messages about the
prevention of pneumonia and respiratory tract infection for
inbound and outbound travellers at the HKIA and the XRL West
Kowloon Station. Health promotion at boundary control points is
also enhanced through broadcasts and pamphlets, etc. to remind
inbound and outbound travellers to take heed of the preventive
measures and maintain good personal and environmental hygiene.
When travelling outside Hong Kong, one should avoid visiting wet
markets, live poultry markets or farms. Travellers are also
reminded to wear surgical masks, seek medical advice and report
their travel history to their doctors when they have a fever or
respiratory symptoms.

The Port Health Division will maintain close communication
and collaboration with stakeholders of all boundary control
points and provide timely updates on the situation and related
measures.

Enhancing environmental hygiene

The Government has enhanced full cleaning of all of its
venues and facilities. For example, the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department and the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department (FEHD) will step up the cleaning schedule of their
facilities with 1:99 diluted bleach. Other departments, such as
the Transport Department and the Housing Department, will also
step up cleaning at public transport interchanges, public
transport carriers, public housing estates, etc.

The FEHD will step up the cleaning of public facilities
under its management, including public markets, cocked food
centres, hawker bazaars, public toilets and refuse collection
points. The FEHD disseminates information to the trade
associations of the food industry and reminds the operators of
food premises to keep their food premises and equipment clean, as
well as to maintain hygiene practices in handling food. Holders
of hawker stalls are also urged to clean up their stalls.

Preparation during Influenza Season

I would like to give an account on the work of the Hospital
Authority (HA) to tackle seasonal influenza during the seasonal
influenza season. The Government has been encouraging the public
to receive seasonal influenza vaccination as early as possible.
To cope with the surge in service demand that may happen during
the winter influenza season, the HA started to make preparation
in July last year and allocated around $732 million to hospital
clusters in advance to facilitate the early preparation by
frontline management staff on manpower and supporting
arrangement. In order to increase service capacity, the HA is
opening 506 new beds in 2019-20 and has reserved resources for
hospitals to open around 900 temporary beds according to
operational needs during winter surge.

Regarding manpower, the HA will offer higher pay rate to
locum doctors providing services at Accident and Emergency (A&E)
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sessions and General Outpatient Clinic (GOPC) sessions during
winter surge. The locum recruitment has also been extended to
Radiographers, Physiotherapists, Optometrists and Medical
Laboratory Technologists since December 2019. Besides, the HA
has enhanced the arrangement of Special Honorarium Scheme of
winter surge by phases to strengthen its manpower.

In addition to the existing 13 GOPCs providing services on
public holidays, four GOPCs will also provide services on
particular days during long holidays, covering 17 districts in
Hong Kong.

In addition, in response to the cluster of pneumonia cases
in Wuhan, the HA activated Serious Response Level on January 4,
2020, and subsequently held a Central Command Committee meeting,
chaired by Chief Executive of the HA, to review the response
measures and allocation of resources in each hospital cluster
with seven Cluster Chief Executives of the HA, such as monitoring
the supply of personal protective equipment, deploying manpower
in a timely manner, and reviewing non-emergency service
arrangement. The Cluster Chief Executives will closely monitor
the service situation of each public hospital and implement a
series of enhanced surveillance and infection control measures in
public hospitals and clinics. Public hospitals have completed
the widest opening of the fresh air dampers in the air handling
equipment in the waiting areas of the A&E departments to achieve
higher fresh air rate, and have completed wheeling in mobile High
Efficiency Particulate Air filter units to augment the total air
change rates in A&E waiting areas. Laboratory testing services
have alsoc been enhanced with a view to obtaining testing results
as soon as possible for arrangement of suitable treatment for
patients. More stringent infection control measures, including
restrictions on visiting arrangement, are enforced in public
hospitals. Visitors to public hospitals and clinics are reguired
to put on surgical masks and perform hand hygiene before and
after visiting patient. As regards personal protective
equipment, guch as surgical masks and N95 masks, the current
stockpile is adequate for at least three months' consumption.
Meanwhile, the HA will maintain close liaison with the suppliers
to ensure sustainable supply of protective equipment. The HA
will closely monitor the utilisation of isolation beds in the
seven clusters and arrange bed deployment in a timely manner.

Ends/Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Issued at HKT 23:46
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