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Purpose

This paper gives a brief account on the outbreak of a novel coronavirus
("CoV")! infection since December 2019 and summarizes the concerns of
members of the Panel on Health Services (“the Panel”) on the prevention and
control measures taken by the Administration in this regard.

Background

2. A cluster of viral pneumonia cases of unknown causative pathogen was
first detected in Wuhan of Hubei Province in December 2019. The Mainland
authorities confirmed on 7 January 2020 that the etiologic agent responsible for
the cases had been identified as a novel betacoronavirus (in the same family as
SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV).2  According to the World Health Organization
("WHQO"), current estimates of the incubation period of 2019-nCoV range from
two to 14 days. The main clinical signs and symptoms reported in this
outbreak include fever, difficulty in breathing, and chest radiographs showing
bilateral lung infiltrates.  As of 27 January 2020, human-to-human transmission

' CoVs are a large family of viruses, some causing illness in human and others circulating
among animals. Four human coronavir uses ("HCoVs") that cause mild diseases like
common cold are HCoV-229E, HCoV-NL63, HCoV-HKU1 and HCoV-OC43. The latter
two are betacoronaviruses. Two other betacoronaviruses that cause the severe illnesses in
human (i.e. Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (*MERS") and Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome ("SARS")) are MERS-CoV, acquired by contact with dromedary camels, and
SARS-CoV arising from civets and cave-dwelling horseshoe bats.

2 The coronavirus is temporarily named by the World Health Organization as "2019-nCoV".


https://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
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has been confirmed largely in Wuhan, but also some other places in the
Mainland and internationally, with fourth-generation and second-generation
cases reported in Wuhan and outside Wuhan respectively.> The main mode of
transmission of 2019-nCoV is through respiratory droplets. The virus can also
be transmitted through contact. There is currently no vaccine to protect against
and no specific antiviral treatment for 2019-nCoV. As of the midnight of
28 January 2020, a total of 5974 cases have been reported in the Mainland,
including 1 239 cases in serious condition and 132 death cases. In other
17 places, 86 cases were reported as of 9:00 am on 29 January 2020.

3. Locally, the Government launched the Preparedness and Response Plan
for Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance ("the Plan")* on
4 January 2020, under which a three-tier response level, namely Alert, Serious
and Emergency, is adopted. The cluster of viral pneumonia cases detected in
Wuhan is regarded as a Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance”.
The Serious Response Level® was activated with immediate effect. The
Hospital Authority ("HA™) announced on the same day the activation of Serious
Response Level in public hospitals. Separately, with effect from 8 January
2020, "Severe Respiratory Diseases associated with a Novel Infectious Agent"
has been added as a scheduled infectious disease to Schedule 1 of the Prevention
and Control of Disease Ordinance (Cap. 599) and a specified disease in section
56 of the Prevention and Control of Disease Regulation (Cap. 599A). Based
on the assessment that the risk of health impact caused by 2019-nCoV on the
local population is high and imminent, the response level under the Plan has
been raised to the Emergency Level” on 25 January 2020. HA announced on
the same day the activation of Emergency Response Level in public hospitals.

According to WHO, not enough is known about the epidemiology of 2019-nCoV to draw
definitive conclusions about the full clinical features of disease, the intensity of the
human-to-human transmission, and the original source of the outbreak. Understanding
the time when infected patients may transmit the virus to others, in particular whether
transmission can occur from asymptomatic individuals or during the incubation period, is
critical for control efforts.

The Plan can be accessed at the website of the Centre for Health Protection at
https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/govt preparedness and response plan for novel
infectious disease of public health significance eng.pdf.

> "Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance" is defined as any infectious
disease caused by a pathogen unknown to cause human disease before, but may have
changed its property to cause human infection with or without the ability of efficient
human-to-human transmission. The disease has the potential to lead to international
spread and public health emergency.

Serious Response Level corresponds to a situation where the risk of health impact caused
by the novel infection on local population in Hong Kong is moderate.

Emergency Response Level depicts a high risk of serious human infections caused by the
novel infectious agent in Hong Kong, and serious infections may be widespread. It generally
applies to situation where there is evidence or imminent risk of sustained community level
outbreaks.



https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/govt_preparedness_and_response_plan_for_novel_infectious_disease_of_public_health_significance_eng.pdf
https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/govt_preparedness_and_response_plan_for_novel_infectious_disease_of_public_health_significance_eng.pdf
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4. The Centre for Health Protection ("CHP") of the Department of Health
("DH™) has enhanced surveillance since 31 December 2019 in response to the
emergence of the cluster of viral pneumonia cases in Wuhan. As of 12:00
noon on 28 January 2020, CHP has received reports of a total of 529 cases
fulfilling the reporting criteria,® including eight confirmed imported cases and
332 cases which were ruled out as 2019-nCoV infection. The remaining 189
cases were still hospitalized for investigation. Epidemiological investigations and
relevant contact tracing of the confirmed cases are continuing. Quarantine will
be arranged for close contacts whereas medical surveillance will be arranged for
other contacts. Details of the progress on the contact tracing of the eight
confirmed imported cases in Hong Kong and the relevant overseas cases as of
4:00 pm on 28 January 2020 are in Appendix I.

Deliberations of the Panel

5. The Panel discussed at its meeting on 10 January 2020 the measures
adopted by the Administration as of early January 2020 in response to the
emergence of the cluster of viral pneumonia cases in Wuhan. The

deliberations and concerns of members are summarized below.

Communication with the Mainland authorities

6. Members noted that a Co-operation Agreement on Response Mechanism
for Public Health Emergencies was signed between the Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region and the Mainland's former Ministry of
Health and the Secretariat for Social Affairs and Culture of the Government of
the Macao Special Administrative Region in 2005. Many members were
concerned about whether the notification on surveillance data on the cluster of
pneumonia cases in Wuhan from the Mainland authorities was in a timely
manner.

7. The Administration advised that CHP would continue to maintain close
liaison with the National Health Commission ("NHC") and WHO, and closely
monitor the situation for risk assessment. Some members suggested that the
Administration should be more proactive and arrange a delegation visit to
Wuhan to get the first-hand information of the latest development of the cluster

® The prevailing reporting criteria of "Severe Respiratory Disease associated with a Novel
Infectious Agent" are: (a) presented with fever or acute respiratory illness or pneumonia;
and (b) either one of the following conditions within 14 days before onset of symptom: (i)
with travel history to Hubei Province (irrespective of any exposure to a wet market or
seafood market); or (ii) visited a medical hospital in the Mainland; or (iii) had close contact
with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus infection while that patient was symptomatic.
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of viral pneumonia cases in Wuhan and the genome sequence data from the
viruses. The Administration took note of the suggestion.

Handling of suspected cases

8. Some members expressed concern about a media report that the departure
of a patient, who had been to Wuhan recently and presented with fever,
respiratory infection or pneumonia symptoms, from the Ruttonjee Hospital had
been lost trace of. The Administration advised that CHP was following up the
incident. It should be noted that with effect from 8 January 2020, "Severe
Respiratory Disease associated with a Novel Infectious Agent" had been added
as a scheduled infectious disease to Schedule 1 of the Prevention and Control of
Disease Ordinance. The Director of Health had the legal power to effectively
handle confirmed or suspected cases if the patients concerned were
uncooperative and refused to, for example, be isolated or quarantined.

Response measures of HA

9. In view of the already overloaded Accident and Emergency Departments
of public hospitals, the upcoming winter surge and the healthcare manpower
constraint of HA, members were concerned about the surge capacity of HA to
cope with a possible outbreak of the disease in the community. They were
particularly concerned about the availability of the 1 400-odd negative pressure
isolation beds in public hospitals.

10.  According to HA, the Central Commend Committee meeting had been
convened to examine measures to cope with the suspected cases related to the
viral pneumonia with unknown cause in Wuhan. Measures implemented with
Immediate effect included enhancing its laboratory service so that rapid test
result could be available earlier to facilitate isolation or discharge arrangements;
adjusting ventilation system to increase fresh air exchange in public hospitals
and clinics; transferring stable patients to rehabilitation or convalescence wards,
and in accordance to the agreement with two private hospitals transferring out
patients for continuous treatment in order to vacate acute beds to meet
emergency need; and exploring the feasibility to defer the elective surgeries and
non-emergency services. At present, there were some 500 isolation beds in
public hospitals, with an occupancy rate of around 60%. Some 200 beds were
immediately available for infectious patients. Where necessary, HA could use
the remaining several hundreds of isolation beds by phases.

11. Concerns were raised over the stockpile of personal protective equipment
for frontline healthcare personnel of public hospitals. HA advised that the
current stockpile of personal protection equipment in public hospitals was
adequate for three months' consumption. There were designated contact points
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in each of the seven hospital clusters to answer staff's enquiries concerning the
supply of personal protective equipment and linen.

Risk communication

12. Some members proposed that the Administration should issue a travel
alert under the Outbound Travel Alert System to help Hong Kong residents to
better understand the health risk in travelling to Wuhan and other areas in the
Mainland. There was also a suggestion that the Administration should promote
the application of FTOCC (i.e. Fever, Travel, Occupation, Contact and
Clustering) criteria in identifying suspected cases in the community through
various channels, including the 18 District Councils ("DC").

13. The Administration advised that travel alerts aimed to help people to
better understand the possible risk or threat to personal safety in travelling to 88
countries or territories that were popular travel destinations for Hong Kong
residents, which did not include the Mainland. It assured members that risk
communication, publicity, public education and port health measures, etc. had
been enhanced to heighten vigilance of the community against the disease.
Specifically, CHP had set up a dedicated webpage of "Severe Respiratory
Disease associated with a Novel Infectious Agent" for easy public access of the
relevant information, including the travel health advice on not visiting wet
markets, touching animals, making close contact with patients and consuming
game meat when travelling outside Hong Kong. DH would provide updates
and health advice to DC members through 18 DC secretariats, who could further
disseminate the information via their own channels.

Maintaining of personal and environmental hygiene

14. Holding the view that wearing a surgical mask when taking public
transport or staying in crowded places was of paramount importance for
prevention of pneumonia and respiratory tract infection, members were
concerned about the shortage in supply and the rise in price of surgical masks in
the market. The Administration advised that members of the public having
symptoms of respiratory infections should wear a surgical mask, avoid crowded
places and seek medical consultation promptly. According to the suppliers at
the retail level, new batches of masks had been ordered for stock replenishment.
The Administration had appealed the trade to maintain the price level of masks.

15.  Pointing out that staff and visitors who had visited the Mainland recently
could be sources of infection of the disease, some members were concerned
about the infection control measures adopted by residential care homes for the
elderly ("RCHEs"). Questions were raised as to whether the Administration
would provide cleansing and disinfection services for RCHEs as well as relevant
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training for RCHE staff. The Administration advised that guidelines on
prevention of communicable diseases in RCHEs were in place. All RCHEs
were required to designate an Infection Control Officer and arrange for staff
training to assist in preventing the spread of communicable diseases within
RCHEs. In the light of the emergence of the cluster of viral pneumonia cases
in Wuhan, CHP had issued letters to RCHESs to advise them to heighten their
prevention and control measures to guard against the disease.

Inter-departmental actions

16. Question was raised as to whether any drills had been conducted in the
light of the cluster of viral pneumonia cases in Wuhan. The Administration
advised that CHP had conducted a public health exercise code-named
"Sunstone” in June 2018 for a communicable disease that could be caused by a
pathogen currently unknown to cause human disease, with a view to testing the
Administration's capacity in this regard. A Steering Committee meeting
chaired by the Secretary for Food and Health was convened on 6 January 2020
to discuss the latest situation as well as the prevention and control measures with
various policy bureaux and government departments according to the Plan.

Recent developments

17. The Chief Executive held a press conference on 28 January 2020 to
announce the enhanced measures for disease prevention and control. The
opening remarks of the Chief Executive and the transcript of remarks of the
press conference are in Appendices Il and 111.

18.  The Administration will update the Panel on 30 January 2020 on its latest
measures for the prevention and control of novel CoV infection in Hong Kong.

Relevant papers

19.  Alist of relevant papers on the LegCo website is in Appendix IV.

Council Business Division 2
Leqislative Council Secretariat
29 January 2020




Appendix |

Progress on the contact tracing of the eight confirmed imported cases
in Hong Kong and overseas cases as at 4 pm on 28 January 2020

Imported cases in Hong Kong

Close Contact

Other contact

1st case (39-year-old
male patient)

4 persons

All at Lady MacLehose Holiday
Village for quarantine

49 persons

All are under medical
surveillance

2nd case
(56-year-old male
patient)

4 persons

All at Lady MacLehose Holiday
Village for quarantine

21 persons

All are under medical
surveillance

3rd and 8th case
(62-year-old female
patient and
64-year-old male
patient)

16 persons

2 at Lady MacLehose Holiday
Village for quarantine

Regarding the contacting tracing of
14 at Tuen Mun Hospital (TMH)'s
Accident and Emergency Department,
12 are currently in Hong Kong.
Among them, 6 at Lady MacLehose
Holiday Village for quarantine. 6 at
TMH and Tin Shui Wai Hospital for
quarantine

22 persons

All are under medical
surveillance

4th and 5th case
(62-year-old female
patient and
63-year-old male
patient)

2 persons

All at Lady MacLehose Holiday
Village for quarantine

6 persons

3 at Prince of Wales
Hospital for isolation;
and 3 are under
medical surveillance

6th case (47-year-old
male patient)

3 persons

All at Lady MacLehose Holiday
Village for quarantine

15 persons

All are under medical
surveillance
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Close Contact

Other contact

7th case (68-year-old | Nil 7 persons
female patient)
1 at TMH for
isolation; 1 at PWH
for isolation; and 5
are under medical
surveillance
Overseas cases
Close Contact Other contact
Japan case 8 persons 2 persons
KA853
CX500 All at Lady MacLehose Holiday All are under medical
Village for quarantine surveillance
Huizhou case 2 persons Nil
All at Lady MacLehose Holiday
Village for quarantine
United States case 5 persons 10 persons

KA 855

CX 880 4 will be transferred to Lady 1 at Ruttonjee
MacLehose Holiday Village for Hospital for isolation;
quarantine and 9 are under

medical surveillance
1 at Princess Margaret Hospital for
isolation
Haikou 1 persons Pending
KAG694

The person will be transferred to
Lady MacLehose Holiday Village for
quarantine

Source: Press release entitled "The Centre for Health Protection announces latest
arrangements on health declaration and situations on imported cases of novel
coronavirus infection™ issued by the Administration on 28 January 2020




TERRETESCEgmSEE (AAYs0 (WE A ) Page 1 of 4

OO
Appendix IT

#h B 2 ¥R

TEREVURCEEREEE (AT (KE A )
3k 3k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k X

THREMSHES H (—HA=+/(H) 8T EY - (L=
RFEHE - EhnkFERERERI - BV REERRERREGZI - B
KEERERERERONEE - ASaif S EE - BREESILUS - fidE
BRMERR L KB e ETTBREE S IR R LA W o DU 2
AR %E

B EHEL > BUEEATR

S HZFIN > TREEEHEA R B ERR —K > BEFETK/\I[E
BAHES H AR ERBUFHIE—F TIF > DU E S A AR 2 4%

TEIFHIBHIMETE -
I EFHVEEZ B g B0 5 HE&LHER TR =F#% - 4

st > B IEEN Y — AR AR M CEGE S R eSS H B E i
TR - BEZEGNWERITTETHRE MR - B=KRK - &1
HEHAEELREE - EAERHR -

IEAN3RAE B - FEAERIEE T EZ e SR B gm0 ]
[E. O R SRR G AR Z REIEI ISR - BPEAH —HBRIGHE AR
FIRREIR > PET— Ml H - 2B ~ FUE ARG  FlE A ELE
ECHISREY - BRRREAEB RSO BORERNFE SR EREHE
FES B BRIZATIATERESE > M 0FRTT > IREEERE IR - P&
RSB RN AN SNBUF LR A& - BAEIL R ——2H -

EHEER L I EGFE ~ P IR - 4% H RS R Ay
B - EiEAK > WEENRERA 2T HES A REESEIE  TMARE
oM SR - B BRI LIF » TRE R~
AT R ENEEEAENR - WEEFIT - GIOER - A4 R
AOE RO B TAF BITER B R A& B B 280 R BB 5 o7 il
HYEIFHVEDK - BB ERTE » WRAF AL TR EHE R
ARl ~ gETT > ERHIEIR A T RE B ERVRIR 2R B USSR - SBIGE
RN AREEEN » A EERE - BEARGERERE - EE0HAT
St B ABURELES - WS H BN 28 < FIFMTHE N
B NREMER T 2 H mEElE ~ $lETEH > S TE L
Ah > BEEE ARZEHE LES RO > BRI - SR EEE
TIECRTIRIRE YT« BRAEREFETCE BCEsE S TR SR AL Fonse s e
5 ARG BEREIELES - BUTE [FI4 H & S s 3 i
AEHfE ~ REAVHE > RFINA DS IR © S iEHI R s
IEAYRR EH R N ETHEE L - B DR & BURT PR AU FE S it e I A 7 S
{BARAVAES - FTESE DRI BB H R R R A FE IR 512 ARk
i‘ﬁﬁﬁi{%ﬁzﬁg?ﬁﬁﬁé’ﬂ@mﬁﬁ » P EFA AT H B LA F 7 i S& 4
TARKEVIIRE -

PO IR SRR HE A g R EAVEYMER - —3HatI7HE -

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800741p.htm 29/1/2020



TERRETESCEgmSEE (AAYs0 (WE A ) Page 2 of 4

B—J7HE » TN E R R - e iE A E R TR AR
FERE DR AR - B A ARSFOER - IAEUEARRH AR - #aa)EE
St WA BT BEINHIGRE » INETE T & AR R E MR 5 F A
HEY » Wit @B ZANEERD - SAREE LT » HEEN
HFREEA - TUE E B O REL - (6SF—H—HE2—H Z+/"HIIAR
JiH - BEAERE THZ AT AtEEREEE D Z 7N HAAYEL
M EEE AL o BT A A NHERK » S KFEFIE -
Rt — SRRV RS - TVETRZ NHECGE AT NIRRT TEIEREUH » FrlA
A ZFRHEMK > EBERAWEES AR E 2 #ih)
shan 0 WU 2 =8OR MIVRI OO e /A ER  BETHE AR ELY
B o HREH AT NEEREIERIE - & T E DR A S8R > K
{R—EEIE A AK » FMIERIF EARERELLA T HE Mt

kk—flfﬂ B’iﬁ%g“ £ Eﬁﬁii_ ?ﬁ?ﬁ{?qjﬁ’%ﬂ'ﬂﬁ%f » N ErE R
TliﬂZFﬁ 7[‘&'?7@ EEFZ HE’J%{% V@lﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ%%%é’%
+: o B ABERAS T AR —2F > FrDAASR A F 5 3 A 22 Y 353
SRR DR AT 5 SRR E B AT A 2B R TE - 1
8 TP EEY AREA LR - KR E 2 =% - #a)EEsR - BRI T
Ho At — LA R TAF ~ SRR 2 HAE RAY - RBHE—RR At AR AL
KH 72—~ Fibl > fEE— T HmIFE AR - 7] UK A

A e
FEfE i > R RS %ﬁc il >o A 92 WPIN=PN U=k 7
RSB AR RS » BRI B - ZE o LR E R RS

FOAL RSP B AT A DEX - 9‘@: %" T > PIHEERHTHT S A
B o B= > JBEJTH - EEATA T B AL T SRS 5
TS o BRI - PMTERVESIRE LAY - BREGEERRARAE
HY R PBRARYESEIE £ o B2 AR 4 S i 5 25 TR AR I -

F= HERHMEIEE S O Ei’]ﬁli % o 2R BN Ul i e B S I R AR
PESLFE s sEh ~ &TRbE 1 © VDUE AR SRR S W L = g B e 5 AR TS
Hl @R B S 4 EP.%LE%HE*D@FEJ% HOETE E A A Frel > IS5
EmAR S E S - AR DA N g8 -

DA E$E e S 2t i - Y iEmE A e AN HEE—HA=
THZEE—SHZ2—H 1+ /\H » RERFHAEFRZICE TIFZEM
7’5@%??@%’: BT (O iR B A — (AR MY IR - B

FFAT T AFEEC AT SRR —Ee B AR Y 1 = R R B Y s /ﬁJjZ
%/M*EE %EE??EE’]H&?Q

HIRE B h PR SR R M B T Y LAE - IR HE =i &AM
A FTER A — 2 FILAE - WA AAENER BT R A R S Wil T —XE
a0 HEAR EEERG TG - EaﬁlﬂiﬂlﬁEEﬁBFﬁE’JH%%BEE{LM%T“ A
BB ST EBE AT LR DU S & RACA N LA B S B RS e ) -

Sy (B TE 58 W A B P (S D B ZE iy A » RS tm]
REFEIE - WM DAERTARYLSE - EREIESYISE LR > T8 E T HEREAY
A el DR (B R EU)E’EE%%‘EE%P%{E%%E@KZ BT - WMIEE
SEtEELEIE - SUEE N RERITRE RIS TN - BRRER

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800741p.htm 29/1/2020



TERRETESCEgmSEE (AAYs0 (WE A ) Page 3 of 4

RIS - T e £ R IIAL MR AR SOy s » TR B
it R A DAEE T E 7T -

5 (ESRIS I > 24T H RIS G S B B S e H IR
REERE - BEHEIER - HFVEFaBERAL > BA EERIFREER
— AR > SRR AL BB BB EIREAS ~ M S AR IR
B EREARFEAEBGRITEINE —HEK - SR T B e RN
AR Ryrer eniy 8 AR il > s ALE - BT ERFIRIHIE IR
GRAHEE  REESIEFEERIYA LEBHE RN > FFTIRA]
DB BE M - 5 0B E B ERE fIE I RS (8 A R AR5
Ko ARSI AIGIEL AR - E—-HERERE EHAAEERERKIL
ZA > T BB G 2T - BRI BRI LR —(E
PERIRHSREI 2] AT AR R E - Pl R i Z R R s (EHRR R oA Rl e id
Al {EEAN - S EIARERE TR RN N LRSS - S nE s
HSHITIERET] » FrAFAERLEAT - HBIH B - BhEE R A IR
HFEEBALUE -

PR — (BRI T RS > U2 £ —KERAY » BR T ERIRI AR S
SN - AEF AN A SR D - DR At E A R - 5=
(B SRES R P E— 2P R DB N U NBL A Z P RE R - BR T E4E=
£ DR — SR NIRALEEEAZ 1 - IAELLE I 2IE RS - 55— 20 e
T NFRE R HEIZE o AEAT AAIRAE AR - ERRET A T - e
FERBERIAAN - BT AURFEIN > giEERER 14 HRCE
B o BRI - AN RSN EE A EEIHTT - AR A
FE LI - BRI TR - Bk S g RIS X

BRI (R F— (5 28k - FEBURF A BT - TMTEELE
SRERER—LEAB A > RIEERSECRLAZR I AR - B
25k > P A DAERT R R > BRI R e P T2 A —H -
IR - REAILUUL - SEEFIVES: - MRS —E &4
Ff o MAREELF TR G 12 PR RRPAREAE(E LA - SE E > HIFERI: B2
IRAE > 2&EELPIE L —EE N g i FHURHE (F HBEPARY AR - EIFEREEE
ALHEHE ~ AL GHEAE R HEE N2 B EE AL « BEE CARE R
REHE o AIRBEATIITREE HEE > PRI G - BIRFRT RIS
ADHAERFEIEZ BRI E -

FVUERERRE AT H A AR ——R 20 e 780 B pr e s by
AN - BEEH Rl > Bl R RSB B Hf 1o E B P HISE e o =
B~ PRI AR — 3L BE U EI 107572k B A AAYRENEZE - 5 R ABR
20044 - IE107RAVBENEZE 2 HE ELHILE AR > & o R MEENR
AHEE > RS MEHILEmEEEERFHMMCERE - TEAN K2
A BRI PR AR E it - BERCEIR S e I E L RS Ee R AR IR
R BTG EEEDRE A REFBRE - iSRRI Ay A OB E 2
{218 > FrLURF BT IEEL TP R paat A 2RI E IR A TR T 225k
R AL A A [E

P EFERHIL AT « ZFIVE HRERHIEEE S ILE R AE 2
VU H G IE AEAY N ASE > He R A ASASHIbE At - T
B A — (AR - BHEIE —E8E - —foflilEREREE
R EATH - LI E g R D - B - T ERA

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800741p.htm 29/1/2020



TERRETESCEgmSEE (AAYs0 (WE A ) Page 4 of 4

PEfl i LA BRIILE AL G TPMMTEERERE ST - kg
R S SRR 3 e Joy Pl <5 R - Mok ok BB LU RIS
AR SR EFEARE T OEHIRE - [ - BEREIREghE S ARE
ez IRHEBTR AR B LA VR A EIRRE R R APTE T O /R HHERAE -
WAFELEFRE > FEdE4H Y EURILAEREEBA - INEECERADS
wt LR KR TR -

FNETTH - INERATS R T L5 o BE iRt - DififE st
B TS, FELARE TREE ) > BA S ERRAVERESE o & T
HERNETE - RFTEARE - VA REE R T OHEE - BAELR
MNEEEREEIEAI A - WIERABE > ATREE e B — 225
Wl o N AREE RS RBEILAERIVEE AR - il AR
s 5E S tg U O YE I o ABTERIEDE - bR TR ERE—RREERE
N EAR—FIH— L ERRR A KA S 22 BRI 5 R E T — (5
I o Ay SR AR IE [E R AUA Al e 2 & - e il AR R iE (E ik
HYEEIE o TMREF R B N\ F AT RIS > B B
TEB Rt PSS > SN0 B R A N R GRlic A (LN s AL - 3%
M= RSN R - BEERIHZBIRIE N 1R - R R FEH
B o R AT RER G FIEAE AR AT RERAT R R AR A FRETR > 7
FEREIRER - FeMel s LBl e A B o 1E Rtz o LHYEdit - FTCAH A
AR ARACKEY A FLEIPERA T B IE Rtwfe L 25 » [HiEAFERK
IR DAAEUERSE - AR RIEEEREE Bk - RPIFEFZ Vil
FE LAY - BT RS BUN G &A= A TE A T 1F R fa e A
i o PALIA L S RESEAE > ERLE R O DU E T —(EFRIR - FIRME
BEPFRAF M PRAE IE RO LAY NI iE LR (B2 BT EBUM %A - REFIAGER
Bl EREANRME S - BEMa EENE R EEFE it
HYZHE » B AIRENE TN A BRI B SRR i - (Bl X
SEERSZHVERE - BEOSHVEHL R B TR - (L g A LA
QNSRS T LN - AT RE MM AR E S IR R 2 o P -

ARSI IE - D7 ~ PUSH TIFRFREER AR S - M
BRCENEME - EemIA NSGEM BE FRE AR - (] a] LIC
alik ~ PUETENYEEEE 2 A gih/b  siERERMIRGE
R IFTE e iU B BER - MR A e B R R 2Tk - (B2
BHYBLIE - fiS 2 BB B TR T > BB EGR - TTAEr
EASESUORFTIGS  BLOLIER (RITINGS » (HS S PR ] T RE R R IURE 72
FIARHERE N EIE - JWMEASRE S B s et - 1k
g ER—erERE > A AR REEEY R - R ERH
—a > WMEHZRSESIR A2 ERE Y0 > HEREHA e
Sy EaE ST (EETS o FRIERRAY M EEFE T - PIRAEF %L E SEF
T RRARFAILIEE - SttH BV R EERRRREET -

I—

JG

20204F1 H28H (EHI—)
IR 102145

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800741p.htm 29/1/2020



puksLE g EmMNE (e A ) Page 1 of 6

0O I
Appendix III

FRESHIARSH (—A=T/\H) FFRTLEE - RERHR
EEZHE - MR EEDREMI - BMRELERDEEREGAE -
JRATR LS RS - A % BT - SRR REILLS - BT
B MR RS SR A I LA - D TR
BRI

soe - AR TRE SRR R RS T e N B AR A R
BRRAENE ? GOIELE W B KMEA R ATEAGE ? 5500 - IVEER
S EAE T AT - (H—thBE A 5 E R B A MY
st R PRFIATA AR - 5 —ZIHE A 2B R R AZ 2
EIE R R E AR ? BUFEEEER T4 S5 EEmEk 7 5
=(EERE - R H BN LA ST A ASSIFE RSN - RE AL
i N BRSSO - fe R A A B el & i e M s - HEBUEE
FEREE T AT PUEBE R B AR AE 2 253 -

TERE  FeEIERN Y RZE R 2 mERAMRE - SEEHREFER AL
fH7E— MRS S ORI PR B A e e ] A2 4F -

AT HEREIE —LEEG - A N R o TR B AR E A
4 Frait A R G - SR © PEEZE - BOREARSE T — &8 >
HFR AR N E8ERIER D - FrblEir 8 r——a o2t DL L
EUORERII AL - g2 - HEEEER - B HEEES
FHSLER - OR/ABBRAREL - AREA Y HRR > ARSI > Bl
RS A FHIMRTT » 1% DB WA R A B A R -
BEE EAANVEE B SR TT » RERERIRE S E IR
BCliE S i \[B12 > 2R 7 (ERmle i A AkE - AR Y KilE
ELyE R - SR T RER - NI N STRAI SRR ARy HoAth
& o bR A E R > BT DARERZ I — (8 E 2 by i P A B LR il ik
ARTRE - 5 HER A it C AU RIER IS S R E IS SR —
(2R Ak 55 Y R Il ] U5 B S2 e A i ] DA Al — 8
FoIRIAH — (B2 AR RE Y - (RSt - faEsgbelin - WAy
E (B - SYINEFEEAE - EAHRE R AL - BFIE&SREE
TeRBRAR R > B IR AREVEEST - AR AT E Ot 2 mEE ik
A RITEI ST > IRFIEELH TR E BRI AREE 7 2 —HHYAs A
£ S HEGE PO ERHYECREHE S AR 20T - B S A\ HY
ok (ELMEREEFAE » AR OB T E > Z T i M HYELE —LE
R~ B IR A ASREM B AFRE AL - TS GEE LRI A
AV AT A TR P 7 WISRATREEIRE O 2 B RESH ~ RRESA - 3K
MEARRE GHEEEFEZIER BN - ECHEIEH RS EBIERE
B R [E]—(E RN - AR A S BB - [ AL -
BfF15 Higth— 28RSt e 2 Sazml it Ao > FMEt e —(E5E
BRI o (BT R NETERE o A RESER S H B 5S A REEH R it
NRHFEREAEA S A TS - EANRARARIRE 7 - 315 H—2
DEIRA LR NE - RSEHIE R T 2AER L - 152k R il nhe R ]

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800782p.htm 29/1/2020



puksLE g EmMNE (e A ) Page 2 of 6

HUR - A > S48 LR YERIE SR ? FFERUF g AR R
EMFE > AHRERFEERHEH —SREAEE - ERAE TR RS
AT ~ R —BIE - R R MTEEEE TR - BRI
RS R (EE RS AR Y 22 5k -

s EE R RAFERE TR EE LS > BAEEARK
AEHE HHYZ Ry T » RRECISSHEEUE T REUREEZ B (E A RE
I ANEAREE > AsmpiisE @R A IR E (- R AR EUE T AL TR
AT AL - SEIMEECRL > B EFAT (AH) =AY
HE&Sh T - BHFE#EEi sy > B—H T HNEE - KB R R
F—E—T A MARAYIRE AR =T A > Fris AHHYIREZE RUE LS
Y o FTPL - REABIRSE BT REFREE - M TA R 2 =
AR RS HAR R T e S - B ERE R - [ (KA
= THZERZRE - EEEHZHE -

so# - A BRIERIVETEE - ATRE SR — RSN A& ]
Ao HeeAm—H  BAEE AR Y NI HE Rt ]
Ao S IRER T ? B — - HOgtE Wi+ > e EAZ—
YO ERSAR > NAHERFIERECE LT E 2 AR A 25
BB IRARH IR A B I EE R 7 HF TR E R 2RSS T —4)
TARERA L BEEEAKT > EedA MR SRS E RS
IS HERAES REMITE IR S A BB R RS A 2

TBRE - V5% « Uit a—ExEE - B EE 0
AHETZEEER - BGOSR A BRI A R A D B b
ke > LA R— B L2 1 - B L2 LEA — R > (5 R
TEEH% > ArE - T EEth L SR DR ISR - Bl
WAFIRAEA B B B i Al 2 S e A S 2 G AR - S
BAE DPUERTRCER - BEARIENKMA TSR > S @R EZE IR
ARADUE ~ DHETAE - AR AT KRS H C RS E s BEs KR
BEEABMEECRAR AR - S EE LRGSR FAVE
R o RS —(EE A - 2R — (R MRS ~ —M
SRV > 2 ERRLER—(EA » FrARE R — O A
BEEEE H N ARBEAENEE - EFRWILTHE - SEERINERFER
ATLASRER © IRER Ay S — R ER IR R A R A LR B A A 9085 2

LE L MRENE R IR > eSS TR —KE#E > —H
= THAE EZARGSHEM. ..

THRE * EtZHEERE -

#ig N FREERR  BHEEEMNA T2 OEEA - IR EBITIRE
EREL - ERIEEEAREINH - DIFEIUE NS A B
HEEEE B LR RRRL > WERRD - BTl RN A E B B AR
e SR EBUTREA AR SRR IR LR Y - MRS
AR - R A SR AR - ARG RAREH ~ ZYIHLE
FIEIN > R EHE A IEHLAILE ~ EIBFSREE - FER EHUNIELSRE
uh o~ P EEEAES - T BRI S SN - FTAE AR
MBS ~ FAREAE > RBAI TR EIR SRS > fhHE— -

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800782p.htm 29/1/2020



puksLE g EmMNE (e A ) Page 3 of 6

F o BRI EEREERRAAESE (Bn) - WA &S
% PO EERTT o EETURAVIEE - WEAFKHE - B NRE -
DN, > B e = T —Ek - BfipUE - A TERE
KREEZ ~ BRE R e BT HERES AR AN e
o ERTIRFZREEC > B - TR EA B e LA
B NEEHEIE - FREARZ AR > DU AR ey AT -
A B AR -

sC# CRE - BE R 0 B BUEEA RREEVE S - BLEEt R
% - BURA S TEE A &R HAEARE AU D SEEK 2 B a5
DREBRBN ? B/ RS ? 55 (EE A fE R BICR S EEE > HE
fUHE HRERE] > bR T EGEID - WA S AT IR R RER Ryt > BlfE
ERE LR EE TR ~ BN - HEBINA GRS ES 5 EESGH
JLEVIGE > BB IR i — (& > IREMEFIASL ? 5
F— o =Rl capaci tyWYFRE - FRTHRIF LTI ZE LU = [Eta it
IR AEGZ DN 2 AR — EAGR T - BIE T VIR - BURFEREE
B SRR ~ A EEETTEE 7 i

THRRE  ES—ERNE > AR TERRMASER R - AN ETK
FEARCE - (BB S E 2 SR A T (F—RLZRIR LR ~ 2
TEH - AR - MEE A AL - B AN > fla] DI R > &
{EZAE ISR > BTG AR 5 o] LB GRS » A I
5 MERZEFRGTHRVER - WRSCFUFIRATE > A EAHE
BN e FEE S BEAEA - WA REERRERE B2 8T
[EHY - R gaR AR Ma Rt -

F(EERE - FEIATNER] o EEYER R AR > 2R R
{EHIEIRE - ETHAT A > HIERFEE @A R B A RS0
FrplEitIba sUE - B8 HEIRAM—5 > BRI REERHE
Bt - FEE > 2EFUERARMEEEE—ANEAR—HZEA S - M
8 T NS > DU > BT DAVER PR T S B HITE B -
B PRHGE SEEEAR A 2 S - eReEscR - DLEHM 2 - Fr
LUH AR ST H R R HA ST A (o 22 HA P Hipl - 12 T AeEh—a5 85
LB LU = (Efge LR A& -

BYIRFELEERR  TEERE - HESBECERIA R —LER58R - 2R
Ram R B AR B RSSMe I ORI PR - H AT KRS
HIA - AHE RN — AR > WA BEARZE ROIEHE - RMTELRE
AHMGER - BRI R - R RIS A (RS T
BEI4H GRS )\j&ﬁiﬁé?ﬂi&/ﬁ—fmﬁﬁﬁ AHEFENTHER @ EER]

EERHEER TR > BB ARNNERERAERT  WEFREIM - e
REIEE - G HAE R AR EFFHIL R R E PR R A EREE AL
HVIRE - R4 BRI NRE T O INRFAIRAL T EER2125 1122 @ WEafth M2
AR R R MR T AF -

RIEBER - HoPGR SR LT o H AR HEUE R A B BN
—AZH=HEE - ERVEAEEANAE - 8E—H - FRNE T ER
Folb > AT/ \BEEAL - BFISIMERRY (al) FEEP AR R
- B (—H) A H2ERSE - ENVEREE T TEEM - 90

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800782p.htm 29/1/2020



puksLE g EmMNE (e A ) Page 4 of 6

i R RNIR Re (BEE) IUERERE - JREABERETER - 4
AFEE - F+/(EEA TP -

BEhHTEEETEERE ¢ [ EE 2R b a HS SRS (E ZE A Bl R 5 1
IR IIREA 2 A > RIS ETIEE] - H205% (5%
B G RbaH - RAE S (EZE > BT AR S
B Hpa B S5 M05%E % > BIZT3R0N » WUREZEEINZ - TG PEE
B A5 R B B3 P A PR IR R L R (2~ & B I B2 20
pa B - PP S IR EEIRp e (R o S R L 1 1 A B S > T Ssehe T -
HFIg L2 e MbER = LU -

trRZFRfER - RIREARRSH — T BREA 55— 2SI ASTE 22 i

CHARHY) FZBRZ R - F—iEF EHEEHNEIEAEE - M4 308 &
AOMlEk T > A AEB AR AR R B B TARA T — R B TS
BFIASESEAR () By—F > FrEMEEBRTTTmERED 7 > HPsthiE
) (ATEAED > RDBENET (KE) - EZAE L2
& o SYNRFIRGNHIL (ANE) ALK - BFIHEING & H RO EE 2408
JEALALE - PEERGE AR RFEMTE— T -

ANREF s - #ER - BERIRAREE T > NERRPEERE
ot > HEIEEEIEHIRE B AR NIk o Dl— A Or ey B FERE > a2t
BB —HEAVEE T SEEREAAT TR T —F » fiaik
PRS2 T =0y > FII EIRAERRTE b > ELEEENE E TR
% > USRIV RRIR S - PG MR E 2 - Rrl@AE W tiahz 5
HARE g R/ ViB—FLUE -

THRE * fA RERCERAZIATRE=([EaE T LER - AR
TEENF A ERS - BB AECHE - EERRFIEASFKELR 7
> IREECRKARE P TEEHRRHEE — (EER R T O F & IR kA ]
REME > AT RAN—— Az E T - N AR RAIE A By
S5 A IR PYE  — LEERHT T RE 500 e R AR B F e e R B -

L AZE?

TERE * BEARARME - BREAE & LI9A RZ R E I T Rt
ol JPIEFEAFEERTT -

308 AR (IRHF < ABPIBR L A LIS R - RS S
LR P A BEE S B CAEL T =5 — RS
T2 LAVEE 8 ASSBT Bf » ELEEE 8 T E A\ AR
AT T ASE - AR —F - BRI A - 5 AR
AHJSE - 2 SRR B0 \UREI 2 DU I ABIBT. - bt
GORESE BT — A+ {E5 R FUR/D T — AT - MIDUR— RO
K - FAEEH AT ARG RIS AE AT - BRI LU
RHEL PRI ACE ? 530N - shRAERINIA - S s R R

o SR EILE R AN - SRR B LB A

KEHE - HE > MR ELRENEET A SR ? MRk 27

REAPIFE—EEEEENE - ERERBEAEE ? DU % —
(TR - LTINS - Al sE Tk sl Ay Er2E - (HEIEI{R

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800782p.htm 29/1/2020



puksLE g EmMNE (e A ) Page 5 of 6

st 2 R BB T A mE S FHER AR At — et - AR HE S RIRE—
RETHATE A E IR E N B AR T > B T KE - BfREaik
FER B S H Slfr R impr AR EREEMAE - BEHEAREN R
AR T TR E 2

THRE : HEESUAS—EEE > 55— w22 A —(EHE ] UE
B 5y Z EVPERIPUERYRER > MTREZER > B e KR R R
it N SRR EIR - JTEa HAEHE - Pl DLS S Sy B8 s
& > IR AHE BIR S - B B AL > N REFEmEs - H
RF P TN 0 R B AP MR i S AE LR T It AR A R e 22 B /Dl
BB EIRPIZE - BFERAS S FTA 8 > NS aRIREREE
KRR - VAR - B SIRA R AR TN gt
A HAIFE BB AT w] DGR B > AR E E e —Lk
ZPE > WMTGRIGELEF TR - AMEEEESFTHA EMEH0E - 7
?%Eé{ﬁﬁﬁiﬁf%ﬁgéﬁi&% » NER AT D RS i K TS S

Fo WK BFHEEBEEE A E M (EBUa bR
BB BB E LB ERENH AR E RS - REANAAFEIVE
R BRAZLAEINTS HHYEEAAER: - FrafEil e EEE S ~ 3RIFEAM
P ey A R R AR EVSCR B HIEEE S - KRG e - A& A LI
ZEE(E 2 o

FEREIHREM: - RIS - FEL R B S S 1A - FrlAE
—OO=%F "iht: ) > SEEIEESERTE T Ey—[EEUE o & 2ARITRHE
St o E A IEE A AR ATSR - (B it EENEE RS EIUE T
8 REGREFTA R EERYEE - BAE R ER - LEB Rk - AL —
RO N - B BE&ATRA "L, AT REA
BRRAf (M - SCEETLEERE - M E SRR EIREE A G EA R (LR
B fR R © ERFAREEZ - INR2inE - REEIRS R 2 E(E S
Ry 7 22 B 2 i A 0 R+ RV T8 AREEtt&IvA
TEEEME > BFERE R MR ME EAE SR S A TAF - TR
FAKH RS ke T —E EbEE S - EREEEZRITTEE AR
A ES - HERMEBREEEEGEEZEEIES - WA EM - &
TR > FE LERE B T JMEER > R ELAE
SRR - AR REA - rTRe kPt &R & 25 AR
FEREAN R B G SR PG e (P 7 SE P MRy - BB R 2
EEZ DA > RMGEERAEEEREEE SRS fEbiE 0 - Nk
THYELEEA WA Aica g s HEERE S e - E(H 820
K BEIUEEEN - BRNAEREENE - SRR ERMAIAZ IR
NHRFTE SIRVALER B - 2R ERURE SRR T i AALE > SRAV AT RE2-F
TR > BTDABRAIN ISR AR R ERITT R il [ A - IR EoRE e
B o BTE&H A WP EgREHEE > EERTEE o s
BB O - B s > BN E A REREFCEEIHL -
NRNHERTE - FIERVE - RITEZE S S RI8RER - AR
KA RER - IR AR ARG TS M EE A A - FMry T
EEElEERE - ARERE - BRFPHESE - HEARKE R -

soe - EREIRAEIRESR A G HEEE e - (HIRER T RS A 28m B
2?7 BEZRIRIBC T R (HEdmg (2R mT LA A BB A 8R e 2 fell

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800782p.htm 29/1/2020



puksLE g EmMNE (e A ) Page 6 of 6

ATERESREHE LA — (B AT LL100% [B5% - HIEE Ry B 5aRhE —
B FUSHEAERTAIEEE AR A SR 2 1 UK T AR
BN ERER - [N Rl gesr EIHREIE b > SR 8eR bR 2 5
HNSE R > TR MEEECEIRANME A SEY SRR E IS B ? SR REUEH]
ATRE] > HERRERERIIA S VIUE N NEEREEEY > 296
ZIBHEEE B ] R EE ? AIFSREYES - G EE R 2 B

TTHRE ' B—EH - JEXEH > JOEFH RIS CEE IR
BE - IR/ D EBREVEENE - BIFE EESH - BEARFEIEE EE I EE
O TMERZEISE ~ ST 3R T (E AR EZE > HEREZAAETELA -
A MEMTEVE S AEEA - FMEERIRPT 4 - SREUT IRH Bils
HEHE > F N — D IRV R R A - IR AR s
o WHEEHE —ERE » IEMRBIEBRER - AR fRa] DU -
AHBIRESE RO > DA ARt — I E B AR - ASRER AT A
A o Y HBR A RS e B8 - REARFE LAY - BREEZTTH
W& MEE Lo WA AEA TR EIE (EEmEAI IR T 8] LA
(] —(EOFERTRER » K2 o AR TR TR B & A & 3R — LR TR
AREFAR, ~ (B X ARFZEE IR IR - IMTEAVAREMSST - WRALEA
—EEALL T ITEEFEE AL > e sE 2 SR > FA
RAIEROEHHEIEE A > FTUARRE RS (EAEHACE -

F R HER IR AR RUR IR R > (RAERR IR [EHIE - FRAVFE SR
RIRPT TR —— IR - MR DL B > TREEOE T E, > HIEZZ
BRI RERY o MM ENETTE RS - BSOS R &
A NBCEHAMAE N HHE B A\ CREFBS - BEMITEEEFRE - IR 7%
PSR AE R AR B - SRMIRIEMFIED - Bt f > BrhRpsaia
BIET5% AR T RANER T - oLl IR EHERTFTK -

ERERBNEGEN - WA 5 T HATE G A BV RS Mr] > &
R AM PR - HEMITREENE © ARMATTEAEEE - AJRERlE
HFIHIREEE > TG BREB i » TR 2R E 0 > S Rl
PRt — DI R « B AER MR - AIREFRIENE AR
ANREERSEEIR 7HE > RERMRAFEEFTEPEE > g
PR E E EAY R E

IR PAEER —H) - S RIPIAATHY IR e v Bt S RS IRAE S b
B o BIESR R R &R EREREGE TR EAEN AL A (E - 2T
HRALEMMIERAE > BRI LFELFENEE R - ZHK

o

ol

(FR[RIRF 2B BtEE 2 S CISE T )

I—

JG

20204F1 H28H (EHI—)
I 2005 1745

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202001/28/P2020012800782p.htm 29/1/2020



Transcript of remarks of press conference (with photo/video) Page 1 of 3

Press Releases

Transcript of remarks of press conference (w th photo/video)

R R R EEEEEREEEEREEEREEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEEEE]

The Chief Executive, Ms Carrie Lam held a press conference
this afternoon (January 28). Also joining were the Secretary for
Security, M John Lee; the Secretary for Transport and Housi ng,

M Frank Chan Fan; the Secretary for Food and Heal th, Professor
Sophi a Chan; the Secretary for Commerce and Economi c Devel opnent,
M Edward Yau; the Director of Inmigration, M Tsang Kwok-wai;

t he Commi ssi oner of Custons and Excise, M Hernes Tang; the
Director of Health, Dr Constance Chan; and the Chief Executive of
the Hospital Authority, Dr Tony Ko. Following is the transcript
of remarks of the press conference.

Reporter: Chief Executive, you said that public safety is your
primary concern, yet when you laid out your neasures that you're
taking they only sound like half neasures. Are you putting Hong
Kongers' lives at risk by not closing the border?

Chi ef Executive: | have explained at |ength what we nmean by
closing the border. Hong Kong has at |east 14 border contro

poi nts for various passenger flows between Hong Kong and overseas
as well as the Mainland, and as | have denonstrated with sone of
the figures, 75 per cent of the passenger flows through the
control points, at |least up to January 27, were Hong Kong peopl e.
Cl osing these control points neans that we do not all ow Hong Kong
peopl e to cone back. There are a | arge nunber of Hong Kong
residents who are now travelling in the Mainland and overseas and
they need to conme back, so | don't think it is very meaningful to
tal k about a conplete closure of the border control points. The
strategy that we have laid out this afternoon is to try to
drastically Iimt population nobility, especially between Hong
Kong and the Minland of China, through various neasures. | try
to repeat in a very precise form One is at the source of these
approvals to cone in. W are saying that with the full support of
the Central CGovernment they have agreed in principle to cease
issuing this IVS, individual visit scheme pernmits, so that wll
take away 50 per cent of the usual Miinland visitors comng to
Hong Kong. Together with the 20-plus percentage points attributed
to group tours fromthe Miinland, we will have renoved a | arge
chunk of the source of Miinland visitors com ng to Hong Kong. The
rest will be quite legitimate for business purposes. |'msure you
know there are a | ot of businesses between Hong Kong and the
Mai nl and and for visiting relatives or even in caring relatives
and to visit themhospitals. These are very legitimate and

humani tari an reasons for people to cross the border

Anot her neasure is really to reduce or to consolidate the
nunber of border control points. In one go we are ceasing the
service for passengers in six control points. That's quite a
drastic measure. That again will hopefully reduce passenger fl ow
and achi eve the outconme of drastically Iimting the people or the
popul ation nmobility between the two places. | wouldn't agree that
these are really mnor, non-inportant issues for us to tackle the
current virus situation, and you nust also bear in mnd that from
yest erday onwards, we have al so inposed a very stringent, if not
draconi an, neasure of disallow ng people from Hubei Province to
cone in - either they are Hubei residents or they are people of
all nationalities except Hong Kong residents, who have been in
Hubei Province for the last 14 days, and | don't think nany parts
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of the world have adopted that very stringent neasure

Reporter: | have three questions. The | argest pro-establishment
party, the DAB, expressed that it does not oppose to the closing
of the border, and given Minland visitors have accounted for
about 20 to 30 per cent as of the |latest situations, are you
still categorically ruling out the closing of the border? And in
case the situation worsens in the nei ghbouring provinces, for

i nstance in Guangdong or Ji angsu, would you consider partially
closing down or strengthening the restrictions on these cities,
nmean when the situation cones to community outbreak? The second
question is, you nentioned there is a sizeabl e nunber of Hube
residents already still in Hong Kong. Could you give us an idea
of how many are there? Are there thousands, tens of thousands of
then? Thirdly, a question for Secretary M Yau. You nentioned
about the gl obal procurenent of nmasks. Because Professor Gabrie
Leung nentioned about the outbreak of the virus could peak in
about late April or early May, | nean how nuch pressure is that
on the supplies of these nmasks as well as could you share about
in what circunstances woul d the Governnent perhaps resell or

bal ance these supplies in the private market if the situation is
very intense? Thank you.

Chi ef Executive: Thank you. On the first question, | have said on
the previous occasion that the only consideration of the Hong
Kong SAR Governnment in dealing with this novel coronavirus
infection is public health - public health underpinned by very
strong scientific and expert advice. There is no other factor

i nvol ved. So whether a particular political party has a certain
wi sh or aspiration does not conme into our consideration, and
hope all political parties in Hong Kong will support the SAR
CGovernment in taking that very scientific and public health-

ori ented approach and join hands with us in dealing with this
public health crisis.

| have explained at length that the nmeaning of so-called
conpl ete closure of the border control points. It's very
difficult to understand because there are such a | arge nunber of
Hong Kong peopl e travelling between these places, whether between
Hong Kong and Mai nl and or Hong Kong and ot her places. To stop al
passenger traffic on such a nassive and conprehensive scale is
not warranted. But what we have done is nore or |ess what you
have described. You said what about partial closing down. |'m now
suspendi ng the service at six border control points, so you can
al so describe that as partial closing down, although | would
rather say that we are doing sone sort of consolidation in order
to reduce the population nmobility and also to enable us to
concentrate the manpower to do a nmuch better and enhanced nedica
surveill ance and inspection job at the border control points.
But, as | said, the situation is evolving and changi ng very
rapidly. If you asked ne a week ago, | perhaps would not have
that determination to put in place sone of the neasures that we
have put in place yesterday and today. So we will continue to
closely nonitor the situation both locally and in the Minland
and maybe even internationally and take the necessary and
deci sive actions to protect Hong Kong people's health.

As far as the number of Hubei residents who have entered
Hong Kong prior to yesterday, when the ban took effect,
unfortunately in our usual immgration system we did not capture
those statistics. But, if anything is to go by, we only all ow
themto come in for seven days and according to Inm gration
yesterday we denied entry of about 300-plus, so if you make that
assunption, and peopl e who have left, either back to the Minland
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or using Hong Kong as a transit to other places, then the nunber
woul d not be in the range of the tens of thousands that you have
mentioned - certainly not of that nmagnitude.

Secretary for Commerce and Econonic Devel opnent: Regarding the
supply of masks and other protective gears, we understand that in
this sort of situation, they are heavily sought-after |ocally,
across the boundary and globally. Qur focus is to try to tackle
the entire supply chain, that is production, supplies, |ogistics
and al so distribution. On the production side, we know that the
nmaj or production mght be across the boundary in the Minland, so
we have proposed to sone of the producers, and actually sone have
conme back to resune the production. But there were also certain
circunstances that there night be (problens) in custons
facilitations, which we have been standing ready to hel p. Through
our custons-to-custons co-operation and discussions with the
Mai nl and authorities, we succeeded in facilitating some

consi gnments com ng back to Hong Kong. But at the sane tine, we
will continue to procure in the light of the demand locally. As
far as the Government is concerned, our priority is to ensure
adequate supply for nedical professionals, including those in the
Hospital Authority and the Departnent of Health. This will form
the bul k of our demand and that’s why we are saying that we will
go for direct purchases, and we are sort of tendering out on the
gl obal basis to source nmore. In fact, our overseas offices (Hong
Kong Econom ¢ and Trade O fices) are al so hel ping by w dening the
net .

O course, we also need to talk to local retail sectors on
the distribution. Hopefully after this long holiday, nore retai
outlets will resume business and if they have stock, they can
sell. But at the sane tinme, if suppliers encounter the same
probl em that the Governnent encounters, we are al so happy to help
them We are obtaining infornmation on consignnent bases to see if
that will require the sane custons facilitation. W will do the
same as we did in the last weeks to help them to facilitate.

"1l be touching base with the wider retail sector to see how
much nore the Governnment can hel p and work together with them
along this line. Thank you.

(Pl ease also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/ Tuesday, January 28, 2020
| ssued at HKT 22: 29

NNNN
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