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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BRIEF 

Veterinary Surgeons Registration Ordinance 
(Chapter 529) 

VETERINARY SURGEONS BOARD (ELECTION OF MEMBERS) 
REGULATION 

INTRODUCTION 

The Secretary for Food and Health (“SFH”) has made the 
Veterinary Surgeons Board (Election of Members) Regulation (“the Election 
Regulation”) at Annex A under section 28(1A) of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Registration Ordinance (“the Ordinance”) (Cap. 529), which was amended by 
the Veterinary Surgeons Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 2015 (“the 
Amendment Ordinance”)1. 

JUSTIFICATIONS 

2. To enhance the representativeness of the Veterinary Surgeons Board
(“VSB”) and encourage greater involvement of the veterinary profession in
managing its own regulatory body, the Ordinance was amended by the
Amendment Ordinance to, among others, expand VSB’s membership from
appointed members only to a composition comprising appointed members and
members elected from among registered veterinary surgeons.  Pursuant to
section 3A of the Ordinance, VSB shall comprise a Chairperson and 12
members to be appointed by SFH, as well as six elected members after
commencement of the Amendment Ordinance.

3. Empowered under section 28(1A) of the Ordinance, SFH has made
the Election Regulation to provide for matters concerning the election of
members to VSB, having regard to views of the veterinary profession as well
as the election arrangements of other professional regulatory bodies including

1 The Amendment Ordinance has not yet come into operation. 
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those for the Medical Council2.   
 
4. Upon commencement of the Election Regulation, VSB will hold the 
first election to elect six members from among registered veterinary surgeons 
in accordance with the procedures set out therein.  The first election is 
expected to be completed around Q3 2020 for the newly constituted VSB to 
come into operation.   

 
5. All registered veterinary surgeons holding a valid practising 
certificate on the 30th day before the date of the notice of election are the 
electors for an election.  Each elector may nominate at most two candidates3 
for an election and may vote for one or more candidates up to the number of 
vacancies in that election.  For the first election that will elect members to fill 
six vacancies, the top six candidates with most votes will be elected.  Pursuant 
to section 3E(1) of the Ordinance, the elected members shall hold office for 
three years from the first day of the month after gazettal of the election result.   
 
 
ELECTION REGULATION 
 
6. The Election Regulation and key election arrangements are set out 
respectively at Annexes A and B. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 
 
7. The legislative timetable is as follows – 
 

      Publication in the Gazette  8 November 2019 
     Tabling at the Legislative Council 13 November 2019 
 

8. The Election Regulation will come into operation on the day section 
28(1A) of the Ordinance comes into operation. 
 
                                                           
2  As provided in Medical Practitioners (Electoral Provisions) (Procedure) Regulation (Cap. 161B) and 
Medical Council (Election and Appointment of Lay Members) Regulation (Cap. 161F). 

3 Each elector in an election may, in the capacity of a proposer or a seconder, subscribe to one registered 
veterinary surgeon who is eligible to be nominated as a candidate where there is only one vacancy in that 
election; or up to two registered veterinary surgeons if there are two or more vacancies in that election. 
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IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 
 
9. The proposal will provide for the election of registered veterinary 
surgeons to VSB.  The proposal is in conformity with the Basic Law, 
including the provisions concerning human rights.  The proposal has no 
economic, productivity, environmental, sustainability, family or gender 
implications.  The proposal does not affect the binding effect of the Ordinance. 
 
10. The Government has provided additional resources to the VSB 
Secretariat for conducting the election. 

 
 

PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS 
 

11. The framework of the Election Regulation was discussed in detail 
during the Legislative Council’s scrutiny of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Registration (Amendment) Bill 2014 and subsequently by the Legislative 
Council Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene in 2015 and 2016.  
Since 2015, the Government has consulted relevant veterinary organisations 
including VSB, the Hong Kong Veterinary Association and the China (Hong 
Kong) Veterinary Association on the framework and salient features of the 
Election Regulation.  Amongst others, two rounds of consultation were 
conducted in May and December 2015 respectively to seek opinions from the 
veterinary profession on the election arrangements.  VSB was further 
consulted on the election arrangements in October 2017 and February 2019.  
A briefing session was also given to the profession recently in October 2019 
to keep them posted of the arrangements.  The profession in general supported 
the proposal. 
 
 
PUBLICITY 
 
12. A spokesperson from the Food and Health Bureau will be available 
to address press enquiries.  We will also organise briefing sessions for the 
profession in collaboration with VSB before the first election takes place. 
 
 
 



 

4 

 

ENQUIRY 
 
13. For any enquiries, please contact Miss Yandy Chan, Assistant 
Secretary for Food and Health, at 3509 8700. 
 
 
 
Food and Health Bureau 
6 November 2019 
 



Annex A





























































Annex B 
 
 

Key election arrangements for electing members of  
the Veterinary Surgeons Board (“VSB”) 

 
 
(A) Overview of the election arrangements 
 

The incumbent VSB is to be charged with the responsibility of 
conducting and supervising an election and to appoint a person to serve as the 
returning officer.  The returning officer will notify each elector of the election 
by issuing a notice of election.  A review committee comprising five people 
(who are not registered veterinary surgeons) appointed by the Secretary for 
Food and Health will be established to hear election petitions related to that 
election. 
 
 
(B) Term of office 
 
2. The term of office of a member elected in an ordinary election is 
three years.   
 
 
(C) Eligibility of an elector 
 
3. All registered veterinary surgeons holding a valid practising 
certificate on the 30th day before the date of the notice of election are the 
electors for that election.   
 
4. Nominations and votes will be invalidated if an elector ceases to be 
a registered veterinary surgeon holding a valid practising certificate on the 
date of nomination and the last day of the polling period respectively. 
 
 
(D) Eligibility for nomination 
 
5. A veterinary surgeon with his or her name on the register of 
registered veterinary surgeons and holding a valid practising certificate on 
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certain dates 4 , and who has practised veterinary surgery or provided 
veterinary service in Hong Kong within the 3-year period ending on the date 
of nomination, may be nominated as a candidate for an election, unless  – 

(a) he or she is or has been the subject of a disciplinary order made
under section 19 of the Ordinance in the past three years;

(b) he or she is an undischarged bankrupt;
(c) he or she has entered into a voluntary arrangement within the

meaning of the Bankruptcy Ordinance (Cap. 6) with his / her
creditors which is still in force;

(d) he or she is or has been sentenced, in Hong Kong or any other
place, to imprisonment for a term exceeding 3 months in the
past five years; or

(e) he or she is or has been convicted of an offence of having
engaged in corrupt conduct or illegal conduct in contravention
of the Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Conduct) Ordinance
(Cap. 554) in the past five years.

(E) Nomination of candidates

6. A nomination must be supported by two electors as proposer and
seconder respectively.  In general, each elector may nominate at most two
candidates for an election.  If there is one vacancy in the election, each elector
may nominate only one candidate.

(F) Voting

7. Each elector may vote for one or more candidates up to the number
of vacancies in the election.  A candidate who obtains the most votes will be
elected.

4 These dates are — 
(i) 31 December of the second year before the year in which the notice of

election is issued (election year);
(ii) 31 December of the year before the election year;
(iii) the 30th day before the date of the notice of election; and
(iv) the date of nomination.
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(G) Electoral office 
 
8. VSB will hold an election in accordance with the procedures set out 
in the Election Regulation. 
 
 
(H) Conduct of election 
 
9. An ordinary election will be held to elect registered veterinary 
surgeons to fill the vacancies in the offices of all six elected members, which 
usually arise due to the expiry of the members’ 3-year term of office. 
 
10. If the office of an elected member becomes vacant and the unexpired 
term of office at the time when the vacancy arises is not less than nine months, 
a by-election will be held to elect a registered veterinary surgeon to hold that 
office for the unexpired term.  
 
 
(I) Election petition 
 
11. A group of at least 10 electors, a candidate, or a person who was 
determined to be not validly nominated as a candidate may present an election 
petition questioning the election.  An election petition should be presented to 
the Chairperson of VSB within a period specified by VSB of no less than 30 
days after the date on which the election result is published in the Gazette.  
The review committee will hear the election petitions.  The review committee 
will remain in being until all the election petitions have been disposed of or 
no election petition is received. 
 




