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Bills Committee on Public Offices (Candidacy and Taking Up Offices) {Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill 2021

Legislative Council of the Hong Kong SAR of the People’s Republic of Chiné_
14 April 2021

Dear Sirs,

In view of the discussions at the Bills Committee on the said Bill, and thé Council’s Invitation for
Submission, | would like to offer my comments as follows:

1. itis a common understanding that a publlc officer shall be loyal to his own country and be
opening demonstrating his allegiance to perform his duties. The requn’ements are entailed
in the proposed amendments which | fully support.

2. The-Bill covered all the Public Officers including District Counc1|lors which is the most
appropriate change. | also ask the Committee to consider to in¢lude anyone who is
appointed by the Central Government, Chief Executive, or the HKSAR Government to
represent Hong Kong SAR as an officer representing the interest of the HKSAR in this Bill.

For example, the representative to the International Olympic Committee, the World Trade
Organization, ete.

3. InParagraph 13(d} of the CMAB C4/9/1 Legislative Council Brief, it states that: “...acts in g
way that is not sincere ar not solemn in purporting to take the oath.” While this truly reflects
‘the intention of the Bill and the expectation of the citizens {and the government as well) but
the definition is too vague that may subject to scrutiny or interpretation. For example, if the
Public Officer during the Oath taking genuinely coughed and paused, or he pretended to
cough and stopped midway during the Oath taking, who is to judge his sincerity? Orifthe
Public Officer during the Oath taking genuinely misread a word or skippéd a few words
unintentionally. These situations require careful consideration and if the Oath Administrator
is solely responsible to consider the sincerity? This maybe exemplified by the fact that many
citizens are not fluent in Putonghua and if the Oath is in the official dialet this may create a
problem of judgement, :

4. In paragraph 21, if the SJ considers it is deemed valid to bring proceedings in the CFl, he
should consult and (maybe) with the consent of the Oath-Administrator prior to initiating
such proceedings, to avoid the perceived fact of an overarching power against any Public
Officers. .

Thank you for your attention.

Yours faith'fully,
Ir CHEUNG Nin Sang Henry

Chairman, the Association of Hong Kong Railway Transport Professionals
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