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19 January 2021

The Chairperson

Bills Committee on Immigration (Amendment) Bill 2020
Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

By email: bc_53_20@legco.gov.hk
Dear Chairperson and members of the Bills Committee,
Re: Public hearing on the Immigration (Amendment) Bill 2020

I am writing on behalf of the Refugee Concern Network to express our intention to make
written submissions and oral representations to the Bills Committee on Immigration
(Amendment) Bill 2020.

The Refugee Concern Network is a network of more than 16 civil society organisations and
individuals working to advocate for and better the lives of refugees and asylum seekers in Hong
Kong.

While civil society organisations have been providing comments to the Administration for its
comprehensive review of the Unified Screening Mechanism, which commenced in early 2016,
| must stress that we have not been consulted on the draft text of the Immigration (Amendment)
Bill 2020 (“the Bill”). In this regard, I refer you to paragraph 2.3 of the Handbook for Chairmen
of Bills Committees (“the Handbook™), which states that:

“It should be noted that on occasions, the Administration may have consulted selected
organisations/bodies in the course of formulating details of the bill. However, these
organisations/bodies may not have the opportunity to express their views on the draft
or final text of the bill.”

This Bill has wide ranging human rights implications for one of the most marginalised
communities in Hong Kong. Further, whilst we agree the existing policy and screening
mechanism for non-refoulement claims can be improved, we believe there are better and more
cost-effective ways to do so without curtailing fundamental human rights protections.



Given the Bill is of wide public concern, | respectfully ask the Bills Committee to invite views
from the public in accordance with paragraphs 3.23 — 3.31 of the Handbook.

Yours faithfully,

Virginie Goethals

Secretary General
Refugee Concern Network

Co-signing Refugee Concern Network members:

Branches of Hope RUN Hong Kong

Christian Action — Centre for Refugees The Refugee Ministry Group
Grassroots Future The Vine Church

Hong Kong Dignity Institute Union Church Hong Kong
Hong Kong Society for Asylum Seekers Vidler & Co. Solicitors

and Refugees Youth Global Network

Justice Centre Hong Kong
Learning Together
Patricia Ho & Associates

c.c. Mr Cyrus Cheung, Principal Assistant Secretary for Security (Review)





