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2 March 2021

Hon Elizabeth Quat BBS JP

The Chairperson

Bills Committee on Immigration (Amendment) Bill 2020
Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

By email: bc_53 20@legco.gov.hk

Dear Legislator Quat,

Re: Public hearing on the Immigration (Amendment) Bill 2020

Further to our letter on 25 January 2021, we are writing again to urge the Bills Committee on
Immigration (Amendment) Bill 2020 (“the Bills Committee”) to convene a public hearing for
members of the public to make oral representations.

At the last Bills Committee meeting on 5 February 2021, you mentioned that stakeholders have
had the oppurtunity to make oral representations on issues concerning non-refoulement
protection to the Subcommittee to Follow Up issues Relating to the Unified Screening
Mechanism for Non-refoulement Claims (“the Subcommittee”) at its meeting held on 18
October 2018. It was thus unnecessary for the Bills Committee to convene public hearings for
the Immigration (Amendment) Bill 2020 (“the Bill”).

We respectfully remind you that the draft text of the Bill was gazetted on 4 December 2020,
and at the time of the Subcommittee discussions members of the public were only able to
comment on the Administration’s comprehensive review of the strategy of handling non-
refoulement claims. To date, stakeholders have not had any oppurtunity to provide oral
submissions on proposals under the Bill.

As to the technical aspects of convening a virtual public hearing, Ms Betty Ma from the
Legislative Council Secretariat confirmed at the last Bills Committee meeting that it is
technically feasible to convene remote public hearings. Although Ms Ma expressed concerns
that the Secretariat may not be able to verify the identity of speakers, in our opinion this can be
easily addressed by online verification methods, such as by requiring speakers to show their
identity documents to the Secretariat via webcams prior to participating in the public hearing.

Given the Bill is of wide public concern, we respectfully ask you to convene a public hearing
and allow stakeholders to meaningful participate in the legislative process.

Yours faithfully,



Virginie Goethals

Secretary General
Refugee Concern Network

Co-signing Refugee Concern Network members:
RUN Hong Kong

Justice Centre Hong Kong

Refugee Ministry Group

Union Church Hong Kong

Youth Global Network





