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Medical Registration (Amendment) Bill 2021

A BILL
To

Amend the Medical Registration Ordinance.

Enacted by the Legislative Council.

1. Short title

This Ordinance may be cited as the Medical Registration (Amendment) Ordinance
2021.

2. Medical Registration Ordinance amended

The Medical Registration Ordinance (Cap. 161) is amended as set out in sections 3
to 7.

3. Section 7B added
Part III, after section 7A —

Add

“7B. Secretary for Food and Health to approve medical education
programmes, etc.

(1) The Secretary for Food and Health may, for the purpose of section
7, approve any medical education programme, course of study or
examination offered abroad if the Secretary for Food and Health is
satisfied that —

(a) the successful completion of such programme or course of
study provided by a university or other institution in a place
outside Hong Kong; or

(b) the passing of such examination in medicine, surgery and
midwifery set by a licensing body in a place outside Hong
Kong responsible for licensing of medical practitioners in
that place,

shows the achievement of a standard not lower than that achieved
by the passing of the Licensing Examination.



(2) The medical education programmes, course of study or
examination approved under this section are specified in Schedule
1A.

(3) The Secretary for Food and Health may, by order published in the
Gazette, amend, add to or delete from Schedule 1A.”.

Section 8 amended (qualification for registration under section 14)
(1) After section 8(1)(a) —
Add

“(aa) he, being a Hong Kong permanent resident or a child born of a Hong
Kong permanent resident, has successfully completed or passed an
education programme, course of study or examination, as the case may
be, specified in Schedule 1A and is also certified under section 9 that he
has had the experience specified in that section;”.

(2) After section 8(1)(b) —
Add

“(ba) he is registered as a medical practitioner with limited registration under
section 14A(2), has been employed by the Department of Health, the
Hospital Authority, the University of Hong Kong or The Chinese
University of Hong Kong for a consecutive period of not less than 5
years and is also certified by the employing institution that his service
while so employed has been satisfactory;”.

Section 9 amended (certificate of experience)
(1) After section 9(1) —
Add

“(1A) A certificate for the purposes of section 8(1)(aa) shall not be granted in
respect of any person unless after successfully completing or passing an
education programme, course of study or examination specified in
Schedule 1A he has been engaged in employment in a resident medical
capacity in an approved hospital or in an approved institution for such
period as may be prescribed.”.

(2) After section 9(2) —
Add

“(2A) A person satistying the condition specified in subsection (1A) may apply
to a university specified in Schedule 1 which approved the hospital or



institution that has engaged him in employment for a certificate under
this section, and if the university is satisfied that—

(a)  during the time the applicant has been so employed as aforesaid he
has been engaged for such period or minimum period as may be
prescribed in medicine, and for such period or minimum period as
may be prescribed in surgery; and

(b) his service while so employed has been satisfactory,

the university shall grant, in such form as may be specified by the
Council, a certificate that it is so satisfied.”.

(3) Section 9(3) —
Repeal
“subsection (1)”
Substitute
“subsections (1) or (1A)”.
(4) Section 9(3) —
Repeal
“subsection (2)(a)”
Substitute
“subsections (2)(a) or (2A)(a)”.
(5) Section 9(4) —
Repeal
“subsection (1)”
Substitute
“subsections (1) or (1A)”.
Section 12 amended (provisional registration)
(1)  Section 12(1), after “examination” —
Add

“, or has successfully completed or passed an education programme, course of
study or examination specified in Schedule 1A,”.



(2) Section 12(1)(a) —
Repeal
“section 9(1)”
Substitute
“sections 9(1) or (1A)”.
(3) Section 12(2)(a) —
Repeal
“section 9(1)”
Substitute
“sections 9(1) or (1A)”.
7.  Schedule 1A added
After Schedule 1—
Add

“Schedule 1A
[s.7B]

Approved Medical Education Programme, Course of Study and Examination”.




Explanatory Memorandum

The object of this Bill is to amend the Medical Registration Ordinance (Cap. 161)
(Ordinance) to provide pathways for certain medical graduates or practitioners who
have acquired medical qualifications from abroad to become fully registered in
Hong Kong.

Clause 1 sets out the short title.

Clause 3 adds a new section 7B to empower the Secretary for Food and Health to
approve medical qualifications from abroad.

Clause 4 amends section 8§ of the Ordinance by providing pathways through
provisional registration and limited registration for medical graduates and
practitioners who have acquired medical qualifications from abroad to become fully
registered.

Clauses 5 to 7 are related and technical amendments.



1° Working Draft

PART III
REGISTRATION OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS

Registrar

For the purposes of this Ordinance, there shall be a Registrar of Medical Practitioners who shall be
the Director.

Registers

(1

2
3)

“4)

The Registrar shall cause a register, to be called the General Register, to be kept in such form
as he thinks fit and containing the names, addresses and qualifications, and such other
particulars as he thinks necessary—

(a) in Part I of the General Register, of all persons who have been registered under section
14;

(b) in Part II of the General Register, of all persons who have been provisionally registered
under section 12 but have not been registered under section 14;

(c) in Part III of the General Register, of all persons with limited registration;
(d) in Part IV of the General Register, of all persons with temporary registration.
The Registrar is responsible for the maintenance and custody of the General Register.

The Registrar shall cause a register, to be called the Specialist Register, to be kept in such
form as he thinks fit and containing the names, addresses, qualifications and experience, and
such other particulars as he thinks necessary of those persons who have been approved by the
Council to have their names included in the Specialist Register. (Added 7 of 1996 s. 7)

The Registrar is responsible for the maintenance and custody of the Specialist Register.
(Added 7 of 1996 s. 7)

(Replaced 7 of 1996 5. 39)

Council to set Licensing Examination

(1

(@)

3)
“4)
)

(6)

The Council shall set an examination, called the Licensing Examination, the passing of which
shows the achievement of a standard acceptable for registration, under section 8(1)(b), as a
medical practitioner.

Without prejudice to section 7A, the Council may impose such conditions as it thinks fit,
being conditions which are relevant to the assessment or improvement of a person’s
professional knowledge and practice in medicine, surgery and midwifery which a person must
comply with before the Council allows him to take the Licensing Examination or any part
thereof.

The Council may prohibit a person from taking the Licensing Examination if the person has
taken any one part of the Licensing Examination 5 consecutive times and has failed each time.

Subject to subsection (5) and such conditions as the Council thinks fit, the Council may
exempt a person from taking any part of the Licensing Examination.

The Council shall not exempt a person from taking any part or parts of the Licensing
Examination in respect of medical knowledge unless the person satisfies the Council that he
has substantial experience of the practice of medicine and surgery, or, as the case may be,
medicine, surgery and midwifery.

The Council may delegate any or all of its functions under this section to the Committee.

(Replaced 87 of 1995 s. 4)

1"
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7TA. Eligibility for taking Licensing Examination

(1

(@)

No person shall be eligible to take the Licensing Examination unless— (Amended 7 of 1996 s.
40)

(a) he makes an application in that behalf to the Council and pays to the Registrar a
prescribed fee for taking the Licensing Examination; and

(b) he satisfies the Council—

(1) that at the time of the application he has satisfactorily completed not less than 5
years full time medical training of a type approved by the Council and is the holder
of a medical qualification acceptable to the Council; and

(i) that he is of good character.

For the purpose of subsection (1)(b)(i), the 5 years full time medical training shall include a
period of internship as approved by the Council. (Added 7 of 1996 s. 40)

(Added 87 of 1995 5. 5.)

7B. Secretary for Food and Health to approve medical education programmes, etc.

(1) The Secretary for Food and Health may, for the purpose of section 7, approve any medical
education programme, course of study or examination offered abroad if the Secretary for
Food and Health is satisfied that —
(a) _ the successful completion of such programme or course of study provided by a
university or other institution in a place outside Hong Kong: or
(b)  the passing of such examination in medicine, surgery and midwifery set by a licensing
body in a place outside Hong Kong responsible for licensing of medical practitioners
in that place,
shows the achievement of a standard not lower than that achieved by the passing of the
Licensing Examination.
(2)  The medical education programmes, course of study or examination approved under this
section are specified in Schedule 1A.
(3)  The Secretary for Food and Health may. by order published in the Gazette, amend, add to or
delete from Schedule 1A.
8. Qualification for registration under section 14
(1) A person is not qualified to be registered as a medical practitioner under section 14 unless—

(a) he has been awarded a degree of medicine and surgery by a university in Hong Kong
specified in Schedule 1 and is also certified under section 9 that he has had the
experience specified in that section;

(aa) he. being a Hong Kong permanent resident or a child born of a Hong Kong permanent

resident, has successfully completed or passed an education programme, course of study
or examination, as the case may be, specified in Schedule 1A and is also certified under
section 9 that he has had the experience specified in that section;

(b) he has passed the Licensing Examination and has completed the period of assessment
provided for in section 10A;

(ba) he is registered as a medical practitioner with limited registration under section 14A(2),

has been employed by the Department of Health, the Hospital Authority, the University
of Hong Kong or The Chinese University of Hong Kong for a consecutive period of not
less than 5 years and is also certified by the employing institution that his service while
so employed has been satisfactory;

12
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(c) his name was, immediately before the commencement of section 6 of the Medical
Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 1995 (87 of 1995), on Part I or III of the register
kept under section 6 immediately before such commencement; or

(d) he was at any time registered in Part I or III of the register kept immediately before such
commencement but has been removed subsequently and he satisfies the Council that he
is of good character and is still up to such professional standard acceptable to the
Council.

The Council may, with the prior approval of the Legislative Council, by notice in the Gazette,
amend Schedule 1.

(Replaced 87 of 1995 s. 6. Amended 7 of 1996 s. 41)

(Repealed 87 of 1995 s. 6)

Certificate of experience

)

(1A)

A certificate for the purposes of section 8(1)(a) shall not be granted in respect of any person
unless after passing a qualifying examination he has been engaged in employment in a
resident medical capacity in an approved hospital or in an approved institution for such period
as may be prescribed. (Amended 87 of 1995 5. 7)

A certificate for the purposes of section 8(1)(aa) shall not be granted in respect of any person

(@)

(2A)

unless after successfully completing or passing an education programme, course of study or
examination specified in Schedule 1A he has been engaged in employment in a resident
medical capacity in an approved hospital or in an approved institution for such period as may

be prescribed.

A person satisfying the condition specified in subsection (1) may apply to the university
specified in Schedule 1 which awarded him the degree of medicine and surgery for a
certificate under this section, and if the university is satistied that— (Amended 63 of 1982 s. 7;
87 0f 1995 s. 7, 7 0f 1996 5. 42)

(a) during the time the applicant has been so employed as aforesaid he has been engaged for
such period or minimum period as may be prescribed in medicine, and for such period or
minimum period as may be prescribed in surgery; and

(b) his service while so employed has been satisfactory,

the university shall grant, in such form as may be specified by the Council, a certificate that it
is so satisfied. (Amended 87 of 1995 s. 7; 7 of 1996 5. 42)

A person satisfying the condition specified in subsection (1A) may apply to a university

3)

4

specified in Schedule 1 which approved the hospital or institution that has engaged him in
employment for a certificate under this section, and if the university is satisfied that—

(a)  during the time the applicant has been so employed as aforesaid he has been engaged for
such period or minimum period as may be prescribed in medicine, and for such period or
minimum period as may be prescribed in surgery; and

(b) _his service while so employed has been satisfactory,

the university shall grant, in such form as may be specified by the Council, a certificate that it
1S so satisfied.

Time during which an applicant, while employed as mentioned in subsections (1) or (1A) has
been engaged in midwifery, not exceeding such period as may be prescribed, shall be counted
for the purposes of subsections (2)(a) or (2A)(a) either as time spent in medicine or as time
spent in surgery, as the applicant may elect.

Where during any period of such employment as is referred to in subsections (1) or (1A) an
applicant who has been engaged in medicine has also been engaged in surgery or in midwifery
or both, or an applicant who has been engaged in surgery has also been engaged in midwifery,

13
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the period shall be apportioned for the purposes of this section in such manner as may be
determined by the body granting the qualifying diploma by virtue of which the applicant
claims registration.

In this section—

(a) “approved” (#£H]), in relation to a hospital or institution, means approved for the time

being by a university specified in Schedule 1 for the purposes of this section; (Amended
63 0f 1982 5.7, 87 0f 1995s. 7; 7 0f 1996 5. 42)

(b) reference to employment in a resident medical capacity shall be construed as reference
to employment in the practice of medicine, surgery or midwifery, where the person in
question is resident in the hospital or institution where he is employed or conveniently
near thereto, and by the terms of his employment is required to be so resident.

(Repealed 87 of 1995 5. 8)

Period of assessment

)

2

3)

4

A person who has passed the Licensing Examination and who wishes to be registered as a
medical practitioner under section 14 shall complete, to the satisfaction of the Council, such
period of assessment as the Council may determine, not exceeding the prescribed period, in an
approved hospital or in an approved institution. (dmended 87 of 1995 s. 9)

The Council may reduce the period of assessment determined in the case of any person, or
may extend the period so determined and any such extension of that period may require a
period of assessment exceeding the prescribed period.

Where the Council is of the opinion that a person undergoing a period of assessment is
unlikely to attain the professional standards required of a registered medical practitioner, the
Council may terminate that person’s period of assessment. (Amended 87 of 1995 5. 9)

In this section “approved” (2 1]), in relation to a hospital or institution, means approved by
the Council for the purposes of this section.

(Added 70 of 1976 s. 6)

(Repealed 87 of 1995 s. 10)

Provisional registration

)

(1A)

2

A person who has passed the Licensing Examination or a qualifying examination, or has
successfully completed or passed an education programme, course of study or examination
specified in Schedule 1A, may be provisionally registered, on application to the Registrar and
production to the Registrar of evidence to the satisfaction of the Registrar that—

(a) he has been engaged in employment as is mentioned in sections 9(1) or (1A); or
(b) he has been engaged to undergo a period of assessment as mentioned in section 10A(1),
and on payment of a prescribed fee. (Replaced 87 of 1995 s. 11)

A person who is entitled to be provisionally registered under section 35(7) shall be
provisionally registered on application to the Registrar and production to the Registrar of
evidence to the satisfaction of the Registrar that he has been selected for such employment as
is mentioned in section 9(1) of the Original Provisions and on payment of a prescribed fee.
(Added 25 of 1997 s. 3)

Any person who has been provisionally registered in Part II of the General Register shall be
deemed to be registered as far as is necessary— (Amended 70 of 1976 s. 7, 87 of 1995 s. 11; 7
of 1996 s. 43)

(a) to enable him to be employed as mentioned in sections 9(1) or (1A);

14
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(aa) to enable him to serve a period of assessment under section 10A; (Added 70 of 1976 s. 7)

(b) in order that the provisions of sections 19, 20T and 20V and of Part IV may be applicable
to him; (Amended 7 of 1996 s. 43)

(c) for the purpose of section 5 of the Jury Ordinance (Cap. 3) and for the purpose of such
other enactments as may be prescribed; and

(d) for any other purpose which the Chief Executive in Council may by order direct,
(Amended 37 of 2000 s. 3)

but not further.

Degrees, etc.

(1

2

(€))

4

No degree or qualification shall be entered on the General Register, either on the first
registration or by way of addition to a registered name, unless the Registrar is satisfied by such
evidence as he may consider sufficient that the person claiming such degree or qualification is
entitled thereto.

Every person registered under this Ordinance who obtains any additional degree or other
qualification other than the qualification in respect of which he has been registered, shall be
entitled subject to the provisions of this section to have such additional degree or other
qualification inserted in the General Register in substitution for or in addition to the
qualification previously registered.

The Council may decide what additional degrees and other qualifications may be entered on
the General Register.

Where the Council is of the opinion that a degree or qualification, previously allowed to be
entered on the General Register, is no longer appropriate to be entered on it, the Council may,
after giving notice to all the persons registered with the degree or qualification, erase the
degree or qualification from the entry on the General Register of the persons concerned.
(Added 7 of 1996 s. 8)

(Amended 7 of 1996 s. 8)

Title of registered medical practitioner

A registered medical practitioner is entitled to be known in the English language as “registered
medical practitioner of the Medical Council of Hong Kong” or the abbreviation “registered medical
practitioner” and in the Chinese language as “ TS 7%7: 2 &=+ fITE&4E” or the abbreviation “ ZF

e 4.

(Replaced 87 of 1995 s. 12)

Registration

(1) Any person entitled to be registered under this section and section 35(7) may apply to the
Registrar for registration. (Amended 87 of 1995 s. 13; 25 of 1997 5. 4)

(2) Applications for registration under this section shall be made in such manner and form as the
Registrar determines and shall be accompanied by such documents and particulars and by
such fee as may be prescribed. (Amended 34 of 1995 5. 13. Replaced 7 of 1996 5. 9)

(3) Where a person has complied with the provisions of subsection (2), he shall, subject to the
provisions of this Ordinance, be registered by the Registrar who shall issue to him a licence of
the Medical Council of Hong Kong in such form as the Registrar determines. (Amended 87 of
1995 5. 13; 7 0f 1996 5. 44)

(4) The Council may, if satisfied after due inquiry that an applicant for registration—

(a) has been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of any offence punishable with
imprisonment; or (Amended 25 of 1984 s. 10)

15



&)

1°* Working Draft

(b) has been guilty of misconduct in a professional respect; or (Amended 7 of 1996 s. 9)
(¢) is not of good character, (Addded 7 of 1996 5. 9)

order that the name of the applicant be not entered upon the General Register. (Added 95 of
1970 s. 3. Amended 33 of 1971 s. 2; 7 of 1996 s. 44)

Section 21 and Parts III, IV and X of the Medical Practitioners (Registration and Disciplinary
Procedure) Regulation (Cap. 161 sub. leg. E) that are capable of application to an inquiry held
for the purposes of this section apply to the inquiry, as if the references to an inquiry panel in
those provisions were references to the Council. (Replaced 15 of 2018 s. 8)

14A. Limited registration

(1

(1A)

2

2A)

(€))

4

The Council, having regard to any representations made to it, may determine and promulgate
from time to time the employment or type of employment in respect of which limited
registration is appropriate or necessary.

A person wishing to be registered under this section may apply to the Registrar in such manner
or form as the Registrar may determine and shall submit to the Registrar such documents and
particulars and such fee as may be prescribed. (Added 87 of 1995 s. 14)

Subject to subsection (2A), where a person satisfies the Council— (Amended 87 of 1995 s. 14)

(a) that he has been selected for employment or for a type of employment determined and
promulgated by the Council under subsection (1);

(b) that he has obtained an acceptable overseas qualification;
(c) that he has had adequate and relevant full-time post-qualification clinical experience;

(d) that he is registered with an approved medical authority outside Hong Kong; and
(Amended 23 of 1998 s. 2)

(e) that he is of good character,

he shall, if the Council so directs, be registered as a medical practitioner with limited
registration.

A person who does not satisfy the Council that he fulfils the requirements of subsection (2)(b),
(c) or (d) but satisfies the Council that he fulfils the other requirements of subsection (2) may,
if the Council so directs, be registered as a medical practitioner with limited registration
subject to such restrictions and conditions regarding his practice as specified by the Council.
(Added 87 of 1995 5. 14)

The limits of a person’s registration under this section shall be defined in the direction under
subsection (2) or (2A) by specifying—

(a) aperiod, not exceeding 3 years, as the period for which the registration is to have effect;
(Amended 15 of 2018 s. 9)

(b) the employment or type of employment for the purposes of which the registration has
effect; and

(c) restrictions and conditions regarding the practice of a medical practitioner with limited
registration, if any, as specified by the Council, (Added 87 of 1995 s. 14)

and such registration shall have effect for the period and for the purposes of the employment
or type of employment specified in the direction. (Admended 87 of 1995 s. 14)

The Council may refuse an application for limited registration or renewal of such registration
if it is satisfied that—

(a) the requirements of subsection (2) have not been complied with; or

(b) the employment or type of employment to which the application relates is one in respect
of which limited registration is no longer appropriate or necessary; or

16
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(c) itisreasonable in all the circumstances to do so.

Where the Council refuses an application referred to in subsection (4), the Secretary shall
forthwith notify the applicant in writing of the refusal and the grounds for refusal.

Section 14 shall apply, with necessary modifications, to an application for limited registration
made under this section.

Where a person with limited registration under this section applies for renewal of the
registration, such renewal shall, if the Council so directs, be renewed—

(a) for a period not exceeding 3 years from the expiry of the current registration; (Amended
150f2018s.9)

(b) for the purposes of the employment or type of employment specified in the direction.

Upon renewal of limited registration under this section, the Registrar shall issue a new
certificate of limited registration in such form as the Registrar determines. (Admended 7 of
1996 5. 10)

In this section—

“acceptable overseas qualification” (] HE4NHY Y NE %) means any qualification obtained outside

Hong Kong which is recognized by the Council for the purposes of this section as being
sufficient evidence of the possession of the requisite knowledge and skill for the efficient
practice of medicine, surgery and midwifery;

“approved” (72 1]) means approved by the Council for the purposes of this section.

(Added 38 of 1992 5. 5)

Temporary registration

(1

2

3)

4

&)

Where an institution specified in subsection (2) intends to engage a person—
(a) who does not have any of the qualifications for registration referred to in section 8; or

(b) who has a qualification that qualifies him for registration referred to in section 8 but it is
impracticable for him to obtain registration under section 14 in the circumstances,

exclusively in performing clinical teaching or research for the institution, the institution shall
apply to the Council in such form as specified by the Council on behalf of the person for
temporary registration of the person and shall supply such further information about the
person as required by the Council.

The institutions referred to in subsection (1) are—
(a) the Department of Health;

(b) the Hospital Authority;

(¢c) the University of Hong Kong; and

(d) The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Where the Academy of Medicine supports the engagement by a private hospital of a person
referred to in subsection (1) exclusively in performing clinical teaching or research in the
private hospital, the Department of Health may, at the request of the Academy of Medicine
and upon such conditions as the Department thinks fit, apply to the Council in such form as
specified by the Council for temporary registration of the person and the Academy of
Medicine shall supply such further information about the person as required by the Council.

The Council may determine and promulgate the details to be supplied under subsection (1) or
3).
Where the Council is satisfied that it is appropriate and necessary for the person, the subject of

an application under subsection (1) or (3), to be registered under this section to enable him to
perform the clinical teaching or research concerned, the Council may direct the Registrar to
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register him as a medical practitioner with temporary registration for a period not exceeding
14 days.

(6) No certificate or licence is issued on a registration under this section.

(7) The Council may delegate its power under this section to a committee or the Registrar.
(Added 7 of 1996 s. 11)

Publication of General Register and evidence of registration, etc.

(1) Assoon as may be after 1 January of every year, the Registrar shall prepare and publish in the
Gazette a list of the names, addresses, qualifications and dates of the qualifications of all
persons whose names appear on Part I and Part III of the General Register on 1 January
immediately preceding the publication of the list in the Gazette. (Amended 70 of 1976 s. 9, 38
0of 1992 5. 6, 87 of 1995 5. 15; 7 of 1996 5. 45)

(2) As soon as may be after 1 July of every year, the Registrar shall prepare and publish in the
Gazette a list of the names, addresses, qualifications and dates of the qualifications of all
persons whose names were added to Part I and Part III of the General Register between 1
January and 1 July of such year. (Amended 70 of 1976 s. 9; 38 0f 1992 s. 6, 87 of 1995 5. 15; 7
of 1996 s. 45)

(3) The publication of a list referred to in subsection (1) or (2) shall be prima facie evidence that
each person named in such list is registered.

(4) The absence of the name of any person from the list last published under subsection (1) and
any list subsequently published under subsection (2) shall be prima facie evidence that such
person is not registered.

(5) A certificate under the hand of the Registrar stating that the name of a person is or is not at any
date or was or was not at any date registered in Part I, III or IV of the General Register or
provisionally registered in Part II of the General Register, as the case may be, shall be
conclusive evidence in all courts of law of the facts stated in such certificate. (Replaced 7 of
1996 5. 45)

Privileges of registered medical practitioners

(1) Subject to section 20A, every registered medical practitioner shall be entitled to practise
medicine, surgery and midwifery and to recover in due course of law reasonable charges for
professional aid, advice and visits and the value of any medicine or any medical or surgical
appliances rendered, made or supplied by him to his patients. (Amended 70 of 1975 s. 5)

(2) Subject to the provisions of sections 30 and 31, no person shall be entitled to recover in any
Court any such charges as are referred to in subsection (1) unless at the date when such
charges accrued he was a registered medical practitioner:

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall affect the practice of midwifery by any person
duly licensed in that behalf under the provisions of any law in force in Hong Kong. (Amended
25 0f 1984 5. 10)

Medical certificates

No certificate or other document required by any written law to be signed by a duly qualified
medical practitioner given after the commencement of this Ordinance shall be valid unless signed
by a person who at the date of such signing was a registered medical practitioner.

Definition

The words “legally qualified medical practitioner” (E. A E &f&AVEE4) or “duly qualified medical

practitioner” (IEXfF&EKAVEEA) or any words importing a person recognized by law as a
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medical practitioner or member of the medical profession, when used in any written law with
reference to such persons, shall be construed to mean a registered medical practitioner.

Power of Council to order removal of names from General Register

(1

)

The Council may order the removal from the General Register of the name of any person
who—

(a) 1is deceased;

(b) has not, before 30 June of a year, obtained his practising certificate issued under section
20A(2) for that year or his retention certificate issued under section 19A for that year, as
may be appropriate; (Replaced 7 of 1996 s. 12)

(c) being a person required to be the holder of a practising certificate, has practised
medicine, surgery or midwifery in Hong Kong for a period exceeding 6 months without
having obtained such a certificate; or

(d) has failed to supply the Registrar with an address in Hong Kong at which notices from
the Council may be served on him.

Any person who fails to acknowledge within 4 months after the date of dispatch the receipt of
a registered letter or a telegram addressed to him at the last address in Hong Kong supplied by
him to the Registrar shall be deemed to have failed to supply the Registrar with an address
under subsection (1)(d).

(Replaced 70 of 1975 s. 6 Amended 7 of 1996 5. 12)

Medical practitioners resident outside Hong Kong

)

2

3)

4

A registered medical practitioner who is resident outside Hong Kong and has ceased to
practise medicine, surgery or midwifery in Hong Kong, or any branch of medicine or surgery
in Hong Kong, may apply to the Registrar for the transfer of his name from the resident list to
the non-resident list as specified in Part I of the General Register.

Subject to—

(a) the submission of evidence that the applicant has not been convicted in Hong Kong or
elsewhere of any offence punishable with imprisonment;

(b) the payment of the prescribed fee for alteration of the General Register; and
(c) the payment of the prescribed retention fee,

the Registrar may transfer the applicant’s name from the resident list to the non-resident list
and upon the transfer, shall issue to the applicant a certificate to the effect that he is, subject to
any conditions and restrictions specified in the certificate, entitled to have his name remain in
the General Register for the period specified in the certificate.

If the registered medical practitioner is desirous of having his name remain on the
non-resident list beyond the period specified in the certificate issued under subsection (2), he
may, within 2 months before the expiry of the certificate, apply to the Registrar for renewal of
the certificate.

Upon an application under subsection (3) and subject to—

(a) the submission of evidence that the applicant has not been convicted in Hong Kong or
elsewhere of any offence punishable with imprisonment; and

(b) the payment of the prescribed retention fee,

the Registrar shall issue to the applicant a certificate to the effect that he is, subject to any
conditions and restrictions specified in the certificate, entitled to have his name remain in the
General Register for the period specified in the certificate.
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Where a registered medical practitioner returns to Hong Kong and resumes the practice of
medicine, surgery or midwifery in Hong Kong, or any branch of medicine or surgery in Hong
Kong, he shall apply to the Registrar for—

(a) the transfer of his name from the non-resident list to the resident list; and
(b) a practising certificate issued under section 20A.
Upon an application under subsection (5)(a) and subject to—

(a) the submission of evidence that the applicant has not been convicted in Hong Kong or
elsewhere of any offence punishable with imprisonment and has not been guilty of
misconduct in a professional respect while residing and practising outside Hong Kong;
and (Amended 37 of 2000 s. 3)

(b) the payment of the prescribed fee for alteration of the General Register,

the Registrar may transfer the applicant’s name from the non-resident list to the resident list.

(Added 7 of 1996 5. 13.  Amended 23 of 1998 s. 2)

Power to remove names from Specialist Register

(D

2

(Amended 15 of 2018 s. 10)
If—

(a) the name of a person is ordered to be removed from the General Register under section
19, 21 or 21A; and (Replaced 15 of 2018 s. 10)

(b) that person’s name is also included in the Specialist Register,

the Registrar shall, at the same time when he removes that person’s name from the General
Register, also order the removal of his name from the Specialist Register.

The Council may, upon a recommendation of the Education and Accreditation Committee,
order the removal of the name of a registered medical practitioner from the Specialist Register
permanently or for a period as the Council thinks fit. (Amended 15 of 2018 s. 10)

(Added 7 of 1996 s. 14)

Alterations to registers

)

2

The Registrar may on payment of the prescribed fee amend any entry in the General Register
or the Specialist Register if any alteration in or addition to the address or qualification of or
other relevant information relating to the person named in such entry shall have come to his
knowledge. (Amended 63 of 1982 5. 9)

The Registrar shall make such amendments to the General Register or the Specialist Register
as are made necessary by any decision of the Council or an inquiry panel. (Amended 15 of
2018s. 11)

(Amended 7 of 1996 5. 15)

Medical practitioner not to practise without practising certificate

(1

2

Subject to this section, a registered medical practitioner shall not practise medicine, surgery or
midwifery in Hong Kong, or any branch of medicine or surgery in Hong Kong, unless he is the
holder of a practising certificate which is then in force.

On application made to the Registrar for the purpose of the issue of a practising certificate by
a registered medical practitioner, and subject to—

(a) the payment of the prescribed fee for the issue of a practising certificate; and

(b) the submission of evidence that the registered medical practitioner has not been
convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of any offence punishable with imprisonment,
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the Registrar shall issue to the registered medical practitioner a certificate to the effect that he
is, subject to any conditions and restrictions specified in the certificate, entitled to practise
medicine, surgery and midwifery in Hong Kong. (Replaced 7 of 1996 5. 16)

Where a practising certificate is issued pursuant to an application made during the course of a
year in respect of that year, the certificate shall, subject to subsections (4A), (4B) and (5), be in
force from the time of its issue until the end of that year. (Amended 7 of 1996 s. 16)

Where a practising certificate is issued pursuant to an application made during the course of a
year in respect of the following year, the certificate shall, subject to subsections (4A), (4B)
and (5), be in force for a period of 12 months commencing on 1 January in that following year.
(Amended 7 of 1996 5. 16)

Where a practising certificate for limited registration is issued or renewed under section 14A,
the certificate shall, subject to subsection (5), be in force for the period specified in the
certificate. (Added 38 of 1992 5. 7)

Where a practising certificate is issued to a person registered under section 14B, the certificate
shall, subject to subsection (5), be in force for the period specified in the certificate. (Added 7
of 1996 s. 16)

If at any time during the currency of a practising certificate issued under this section, the
holder of the certificate ceases to be registered under this Ordinance, the certificate shall
thereupon be deemed to be cancelled. (Admended 34 of 1995 s. 14)

Any person who is required under this section to be the holder of a practising certificate under
this section shall be deemed to have obtained the certificate when he has duly applied to the
Registrar and paid the prescribed fee for the issue of the practising certificate.

This section applies to any person registered under section 14, 14A or 14B, but does not apply

to—

(a) any person provisionally registered under section 12;

(b) any person deemed to be registered as a medical practitioner by virtue of section 29(a) or
(b);

(c) any person in respect of whom the Chief Executive has given consent under section 30;
(Amended 37 of 2000 s. 3)

(d) any person to whom section 31 relates; or

(e) any qualified person in so far as he renders medical or surgical treatment to a person in
an emergency. (Replaced 7 of 1996 s. 16)

A person who is required under this section to be the holder of a practising certificate shall not
be entitled to recover any fees, costs or other remuneration unless he was, at the time when the
cause of action arose, the holder of a valid practising certificate.

(Added 70 of 1975 s. 7.  Amended 38 of 1992 s. 7)

Recovery of practising fees

(1

2

3

If any registered medical practitioner contravenes subsection (1) of section 20A, the amount
of the prescribed fee payable by him under subsection (2) of that section shall be recoverable
as a civil debt by complaint made in the name of the Registrar to a magistrate.

A summons issued in relation to the recovery of the prescribed fee for the issue of a practising
certificate under this section may, notwithstanding section 8(2) of the Magistrates Ordinance
(Cap. 227), be served by sending it by post to the medical practitioner concerned at his last
known address; and a certificate purporting to be signed by or on behalf of the Registrar shall,
until the contrary is proved, be evidence of service of the summons.

If in any proceedings under this section—
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(a) the medical practitioner concerned does not appear before a magistrate at the time and
place specified in the summons; and

(b) service of the summons under subsection (2) is proved,

the magistrate shall, if he is satisfied that the practitioner has been given an adequate period of
notice of the proceedings, proceed to deal with the complaint as if the practitioner had
appeared.

In any proceedings under this section a certificate purporting to be under the hand of the
Registrar to the effect that the medical practitioner concerned had not paid the prescribed fee
for the issue of a practising certificate shall, until the contrary is proved, be evidence of
non-payment of the fee.

If the magistrate makes an order requiring the medical practitioner to pay the prescribed fee
for the issue of a practising certificate, he shall at the same time make an order requiring the
medical practitioner to pay an additional amount by way of surcharge at the rate of treble the
amount of the said prescribed fee.

For the purposes of section 51 of the Magistrates Ordinance (Cap. 227) any fee and surcharge
which a medical practitioner is liable to pay under this section shall be deemed to be a sum of
money required to be paid under an order by a magistrate.

On recovery from a medical practitioner of a prescribed fee under this section, together with
the surcharge ordered to be paid under subsection (5), the Registrar shall, if the medical
practitioner’s name appears on the General Register, issue the medical practitioner with the
appropriate practising certificate. (Amended 34 of 1995 s. 15, 7 0of 1996 s. 17)

(Added 70 of 1975 5. 7)
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