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MEMO
To : CCS(2)3
From : CCS(4)1
Ref : CB4/PAC/R75

Date : 2 March 2021

Public Accounts Committee
Provision of longéterm care services for the elderly

The Public Accounts Committee ("PAC") Report No. 75 was tabled in
the Council on 24 February 2021. In Part 5 of the Report on the "Report of the
Public Accounts Committee on the Reports of the Director of Audit on the
Accounts of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
for the year ended 31 March 2019 and the Results of Value for Money Audits
(Report No. 73)", the latest progress of implementing the Director of Audit's
recommendations in relation to the provision of long-term care services for the
elderly was reported (see the Appendix attached).

2. Taking into account the trend of an ageing population in Hong Kong,
PAC is gravely concerned about the growing demand for subsidized long-term
care services and the long waiting time for subsidized places. In this
connection, PAC has recommended that the issue be continued to be followed
up by the Panel on Welfare Services. PAC will also keep in view of further
development on the subject.

(Wendy JAN)
CCS(4)1
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Appendix
P.A.C. Report No. 75 — Part 5 PP

Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Reports of the Director of Audit on the Accounts
of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region for the year ended 31 March 2019
and the Results of Value for Money Audits (Report No. 73) [P.A.C. Report No. 73]
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"Registration Scheme for Skip Operators" and "Charter for Skip UsesS"
would be rolled out progressively in line with the amount of cepfied
skips in the market;

- to assist skip operator trade in expediting the implemeptation of the
Certification Scheme so as to increase the amount of geftified skips in
the market, JWG was conducting a trial for the trage to retrofit about
30 in-use skips with fixtures to meet the warpfhg and appearance
requirements for road safety as set by the TranspOrt Department ("TD")
and to prevent environmental nuisance. Zlch fixtures could help
avoid the skips from posing safety threats j# other road users or causing
nuisance to the public. The trial was eXpected to be completed in the
second quarter of 2020. The findipds and experience gained would
provide important information inclyfling the design and materials of the
road safety fixtures, operation guidelines, the retrofitting cost and time
required to facilitate the carryfng out of suitable retrofitting works for
all in-use skips across the tpfritory by the trade; and

- JWG would continue #0 explore options for enhancing the standards of
skip operations. aking into account the progress of and the
experience gained in implementing the voluntary management system,
JWG would gdnsider whether there was a need to introduce a new
regulatory system in the long run.

36. The Comhittee wrote to Secretary for Environment on 6 January 2021 to
seek informatigh about the latest position of the measures implemented by the
Administratigh to enhance the management and control of roadside skips. The
replies frgm Director of Environmental Protection are in Appendix 4.

37 The Committee wishes to be kept informed of further development on the

vvvvvv

Provision of long-term care services for the elderly
(Paragraphs 41 and 42 of Part 5 of P.A.C. Report No. 73)

38. The Committee was informed in the Government Minute which was laid
before LegCo in May 2020 that:
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- on supporting ageing in place of frail elderly persons, the
Administration would provide an additional 3 000 service quota under
the Integrated Home Care Services (Frail Cases) in total in 2020 and
2021, which represented an increase of around 29% as compared with
10 365 home care places in May 2020. The Administration would
also provide 1000 additional Community Care Service Vouchers in
2020-2021, bringing the total to 8 000, to provide services for more
elderly persons in need;

- on residential care services, the Administration had been implementing
51 development projects since 2019-2020 to gradually provide, inter
alia, about 7 100 subsidized and non-subsidized residential care places.
The Administration would also continue to purchase additional
EA1 places (i.e. places with higher standard of staffing and space
provision) from eligible residential care homes for the elderly under the
Enhanced Bought Place Scheme to provide an additional
5 000 subsidized residential care places in phases from year 2019-2020
onwards; and

- the Administration would implement the above initiatives for the
provision of elderly services on an on-going basis.

39. The Committee noted that the Administration had updated the LegCo Panel
on Welfare Services at its meeting on 11 January 2021 on measures to enhance
community and residential care services for the elderly.

40. The Committee recommends that the issue be continued to be followed up
by the LegCo Panel on Welfare Services and wishes to be kept informed of further
development on the subject.

(Paragraphs 43 to 45 of Part 5 of P.A.C. Report No. 73

41. Hon S un-yin declared that he was a non-executive director of
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