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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development (“SCED”) 
and the Director-General of Trade and Industry (“DGTI”) have respectively made 
the Chemical Weapons (Convention) Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 1) 
Order 2021 (“CWC Order”) and the Import and Export (Strategic Commodities) 
Regulations (Amendment of Schedules 1 and 2) Order 2021 (“I&E Order”) 
respectively to amend the relevant schedules in the Chemical Weapons 
(Convention) Ordinance (Cap. 578) (“CWC Ordinance”) and the Import and 
Export (Strategic Commodities) Regulations (Cap. 60, sub. leg. G) (“I&E 
Regulations”) to reflect the changes adopted by international non-proliferation 
regimes and convention.  The CWC Order and the I&E Order are at Annexes 1 
and 2 respectively.    
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JUSTIFICATIONS 
 
2.   As a responsible trading partner and an international trading hub, 
Hong Kong has been following closely the controls adopted by leading 
international regimes and convention of non-proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, namely the Wassenaar Arrangement, the Nuclear Suppliers Group, 
the Missile Technology Control Regime, the Australia Group, and the Chemical 
Weapons Convention1.  It is necessary for Hong Kong to update its control lists 
from time to time to align them with the prevailing lists adopted by these leading 
international regimes and convention. 
 
3.   The Chemical Weapons Convention is an international treaty which 
aims to prohibit the development, production, acquisition, stockpiling, retention, 
transfer and use of chemical weapons, and the CWC Ordinance was enacted in 
2004 for implementing the requirements of the Chemical Weapons Convention in 
Hong Kong2.  The list of toxic chemicals and their precursors under control of 
the said Convention is set out in Schedules 1 to 3 to the Ordinance.  Under 
section 40 of the Ordinance, the SCED may by order amend Schedule 1, 2 or 3 in 
order to effect changes made to the Chemical Weapons Convention. 
 
4.   The Import and Export Ordinance (Cap. 60) and the I&E Regulations 
provide for the regime to regulate the import, export and transit of strategic 
commodities.  The control list of strategic commodities, which is set out in 
Schedules 1 to 4 to the I&E Regulations, mirrors the control lists of strategic 
commodities adopted by the international non-proliferation regimes and 
convention mentioned in paragraph 2 above.  Under section 6B(1) of the Import 
and Export Ordinance, the DGTI may, by order published in the Gazette, add or 
remove an article or class of articles to or from the Schedules to the I&E 
Regulations.  The last update by way of the Import and Export (Strategic 
Commodities) Regulations (Amendment of Schedule 1) Order 2017 came into 
effect in July 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1  The full name of the Chemical Weapons Convention is “Convention on the Prohibition of the 

Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction”. 
 
2  The People's Republic of China is a signatory to the Convention, and the Central People's 

Government has extended the application of the Convention to the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region under Article 153 of the Basic Law. 
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THE ORDERS 
 
The CWC Order 
 
5.   The Chemical Weapons Convention has added four sets of toxic 
chemicals for control with effect from 7 June 2020.  The CWC Order serves to 
add these four sets of toxic chemicals to Schedule 1 to the CWC Ordinance.  It 
also contains certain textual revisions regarding the control parameters of some 
toxic chemicals. 
 
The I&E Order 
 
6.   The I&E Order amends Schedules 1 and 2 to the I&E Regulations.  
Apart from adding the four sets of toxic chemicals adopted by the Chemical 
Weapons Convention for import and export control, other amendments are made 
to Schedule 1 to reflect the changes adopted by the other international non-
proliferation regimes in view of the latest proliferation risks and technological 
developments.  For instance, some newly developed technologies / items are 
added for control (e.g. Read-Out Integrated Circuits that provide night vision 
capability), while the control threshold for some dual-use items (e.g. signal 
analysers, supercomputer, radio equipment having quadrature amplitude 
modulation techniques) are relaxed.  The amendments also include clarifications 
/ modifications made by the international regimes on the control thresholds of 
certain items as well as textual and presentational changes in line with the latest 
drafting practice. 
  
7.   The I&E Order also amends Schedule 2 to the I&E Regulations.  
Schedule 2 sets out those “more sensitive” Schedule 1 items that are subject to 
licensing control over transit3.  Changes to Schedule 2 are necessary in order to 
align the items therein with those in Schedule 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
3  An article in transit means an article which (a) is brought into Hong Kong solely for the purpose of 

taking it out of Hong Kong; and (b) remains at all times in or on the vessel or aircraft in or on which 
it is brought into Hong Kong. 
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LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 
 
8.  The Orders will be gazetted on 11 June 2021 and tabled at the Legislative 
Council on 16 June 2021.  We plan to bring the Orders into effect on 25 August 
20214.  
 
 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 
 
9.  The Orders are in conformity with the Basic Law, including the 
provisions concerning human rights.  They will not affect the binding effect of 
the CWC Ordinance and the I&E Regulations.  They have no financial, civil 
service, productivity, environmental, sustainability, gender or family implications.  
Regarding economic implications, the Orders are expected to have minimal 
impact on trade because the affected items are not commonly traded in Hong 
Kong. 
 
 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 
10.  The amendments made by the Orders are technical in nature.  The Trade 
and Industry Department (“TID”) has briefed representatives from the trade on 
the amendments through its Customer Liaison Group for Strategic Commodities 
and informed the facilities engaging in activities that possibly involve the 
scheduled chemicals of the addition of the four sets of toxic chemicals through 
circulars.  No objection or particular comments have been received. 
 
 
PUBLICITY 
 
11.  A press release will be issued when the Orders are published in the 
Gazette on 11 June 2021.  The TID will announce the revisions of the schedules 
and the control list through a trade circular, as well as through its website on the 
day of gazettal. 

                                                 
4  Pursuant to section 6B(7) of the Import and Export Ordinance, the I&E Order shall come into 

operation on a day to be appointed by the DGTI by notice published in the Gazette after the expiry 
of negative vetting period of the I&E Order.  A notice for stipulating 25 August 2021 as the 
commencement date of the I&E Order is planned to be made in July 2021 after the negative vetting 
period of the I&E Order expires. 
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ENQUIRIES 
 
12.  For any enquiries on this brief, please contact Ms Diana LEE, Assistant 
Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development (Commerce and Industry) 
of the Commerce and Economic Development Bureau at 2810 3026 or 
Ms Michelle POON, Principal Trade Officer of the TID at 2398 5554. 
 
 
 
 
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau 
Trade and Industry Department 
9 June 2021 
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