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Motion on
“Thoroughly reforming the subject of Liberal Studies”

Hon Elizabeth QUAT has given notice to move the attached motion

at the above meeting. The President has directed that the motion be printed
in the terms in which it was handed in on the Agenda of the Council.
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for Clerk to the Legidlative Council
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Hon Elizabeth QUAT s motion on
“Thoroughly reforming the subject of Liberal Studies”

Wording of the Motion

That the subject of Liberal Studies (‘LS’) is one of the four core subjects under
the New Senior Secondary curriculum and also a compulsory study and
examination subject required of senior secondary students; yet, after years of
implementing the LS subject in Hong Kong, morbid changes have taken place
in areas such as its curriculum contents, assessment criteria and methods,
teaching materials, teachers qualifications and teaching viewpoints, which not
only have deviated from the origina intent of introducing the LS subject, but
have even produced some opposite effects; at present, many senior secondary
students have been deeply influenced by the morbid changes in the LS subject,
and the subject curriculum has occupied so much of students' study time that
their learning progress in other subjects have been affected, resulting in the
complete loss of trust in the LS subject among quite a number of parents,
despite the strong community demand for a thorough reform of the LS subject,
the report recently presented by the Task Force on Review of School
Curriculum has failed to respond to community concerns, and the overly
conservative recommendations put forth by the Task Force have also fallen
short of the community expectations; in this connection, with a view to enabling
the new generation to cultivate proper values and the ability of critical thinking
and to become youngsters with a sense of socia responsibility, this Council
urges the Government to thoroughly reform the LS subject; the relevant
proposals include:

(1) removing the LS subject as a core subject and abolishing it as a
compulsory study and examination subject required of senior secondary
students;

(2 substantially amending its curriculum arrangements by reducing its
coverage and lesson time, and placing more emphasis on teaching
mature topics with afactual basis;

(3 compiling a recommended textbook list for the LS subject, including the
textbooks in the existing textbook review mechanism, studying the
feasibility of having the Government publish textbooks on the LS
subject, and setting up a database on the LS subject with the requirement
that schools must upload their school-based materials and lessons plans
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(including worksheets and examination questions) onto the database for
monitoring by the Education Bureau and the public;

reviewing the training programmes for prospective LS subject teachers
and the Professional Development Programmes for serving LS subject
teachers to ensure that the teaching standards of both prospective and
serving teachers of the LS subject are in line with the original intent of
introducing the subject;

enhancing the self-evaluation, internal quality assurance and
accountability mechanism for school managements and improving the
existing mechanism for complaints against teachers, so as to guarantee
the school-based quality of the LS subject and the effective handling of
complaints involving LS subject teachers; and

establishing with the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority a system for closer cooperation and supervision to ensure
fairness and impartiality in various aspects such as examination paper
setting, moderation and assessment, so as to bring the assessment of the
L S subject in line with the original intent of introducing the subject.





