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MISSION

Cultivating 215t century performing artists:
An Asian Heart, A Global View

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts capitalises on
its position within a dynamic and diverse cultural metropolis
and its strong industry and community partnerships to
provide students with an innovative, multidisciplinary and
globally focused education.
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CHAIRMAN'’S MESSAGE

F E RIS

| am pleased to present my fifth annual report as Council
Chairman of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

It gives me great pleasure to announce the notable
achievement that the Academy remains number one in
Asia in the performing arts category and has improved its
position to seventh in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World
University Rankings 2020 for that category. The Academy, as an
internationally recognised institution, will continue to explore
innovative approaches for delivering performing arts education.

This year, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the world has
jumped onto the elearning bandwagon, and online distance
learning has taken centre stage. The Academy accordingly took
up the challenge to provide innovative online teaching and
learning methods for our teachers and students, which has
enabled them to keep up their momentum while our campuses
have been closed.

The Academy works assiduously to improve its curriculum
and the programmes it offers, to keep them in line with
industry trends and professional expectations. Thus, four
new programmes, Diploma in Dance Foundations, Diploma
in Drama Foundations, Diploma in Music Foundations and
Diploma in Theatre and Entertainment Arts Foundations, were
rolled out in the academic year 2019/20, while the Diploma
in Chinese Opera Foundations will debut in the academic year
2020/21. These new programmes aim to provide an alternative
entry pathway to degree programmes for applicants who wish
to pursue their career in the performing arts field.

| am pleased to have successfully identified a number of major
donors to support the Academy’s growth. Donations received
this year have broken all past records in the history of the
Academy, on top we were included in the Government'’s Eighth

Matching Grant Scheme. All funds raised will benefit our
students and the future development of the Academy. | would
like to express my heartfelt thanks to our donors and patrons
for their generous support to the Academy and their care for
Academy students.

Life-long learning is a world-wide phenomenon. The Extension
and Continuing Education for Life (EXCEL) was established in
2001 as the continuing education arm of the Academy. EXCEL
extends performing arts education to the general public in
Hong Kong, connecting the community with the performing
arts industry. On these successful foundations, EXCEL is now
ready to move to its next phase. | have invited the EXCEL
Board of Governors to review its position strategically and
to expand into the area of contemporary performing arts
practice so as to further accelerate the mission of promoting
arts and culture to the community.

Lastly, | would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow
Council members, Academy Director Professor Adrian Walter,
Deputy Director and Provost Professor Gillian Choa and their
management team, our professional faculty and staff, our
talented students and alumni, the HKSAR Government, and
our friends and donors, for their dedication and unswerving
support to the Academy. |, together with my fellow Council
members, will continue to do our utmost to advise and
support the Academy in its role of providing education in the
performing arts and contributing to the development and
enrichment of arts and culture both locally and internationally.

Professor Stephen Chow Chun-kay GBS JP
PhD (HKU), HonD (HKAPA)
Council Chairman
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This last academic year has certainly been an unusual and
challenging one, which is | am sure the same for many tertiary
institutions around the world. It has required staff and students
to be flexible and agile in their thinking so as to be able to
adapt to new methods of teaching and learning, and also to
adapt to the way we live and move around our communities.
Practice-based conservatoires rely heavily on face to face
teaching, rehearsals and performances so the academic year
of 2019/20 was a very challenging time for us all. | am sure we
have all missed the opportunity to participate in and hear live
performances, although many virtual activities have sprung up
to help fill this void.

Thanks to the hard work and diligence of our teaching faculty
and administrative and technical staff, online teaching and
learning at the Academy has been considerably enhanced.
This has allowed students to continue to productively engage
in their studies. During this period the Academy has strived to
support students so that they have been able to fully capitalise
on the benefits of new learning technologies integrated into
the curriculum, and in presenting their art forms and creative
work in new and innovative ways.

The health, safety and well-being of our staff and students are
of the utmost importance to the senior management of the
Academy. We have closely monitored the development of the
pandemic and taken prompt and timely action to combat the
situation in order to ensure the safety of every member of the
Academy community.

The Academy has continued to focus on connecting students
with renowned artists and organisations throughout the world
through masterclasses, workshops and exchanges; giving students
a truly global perspective of their art forms. We strive to maintain
strong links with the creative and cultural industries both locally
and overseas. Even during the pandemic, we have connected with
them through the use of advanced technologies.

This year, | am pleased to report that as part of the recent QS
World Ranking of Higher Education Institutions in the Category
of Performing Arts, released in March 2020, the Academy
was ranked number one in Asia for the second consecutive
year, and moved for the first time into the global top ten,
being ranked seventh in the world. It is satisfying to receive
affirmation of the quality of the work we are doing and the
outstanding outcomes we are achieving.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Being the only government funded higher education institution
specialising in performing arts education in Hong Kong, we
are grateful that the Home Affairs Bureau of the Hong Kong
SAR Government continues to show its strong commitment
to the development of the performing arts in Hong Kong and
the region by supporting many exciting new initiatives at the
Academy, notably in the area of innovative and creative new
practices embracing cutting edge technologies.

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic in the year under report
has severely impacted on the local economy. To assist the
Academy’s students who are experiencing financial difficulties,
the Council, under the leadership of its Chairman, Professor
Stephen Chow, has led the Academy in establishing a bursary
scheme and new scholarships to provide timely relief for local
students who are experiencing genuine financial hardship.

The Academy continues to play a vital role in the development
of the cultural life of Hong Kong. Many of our graduates are
now working in the performing arts industry here in Hong
Kong and other cities of the world. We are also delighted that
some of our graduates and faculty members have received high
recognition in both local and international competitions and
award ceremonies.

This serves as my last report as the current Director of The Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts and | feel honoured to have
had the opportunity of serving the Academy over the past eight
years. | am pleased to have seen it develop over the years into
an institution with a solid strategic direction that should help it
to adapt to any future challenges. May | take this opportunity
to convey my thanks to the Council Chairman, Council, staff,
students, alumni, donors, friends and all other stakeholders for
their involvement and support of the Academy. This positive
and close collaboration has enabled the Academy to not only
survive but to thrive during the most challenging times in Hong
Kong. I am sure that it will continue to strive for excellence
and maintain its global leadership position in the years ahead
with the ongoing and concerted effort of all members of the
Academy community.

Professor Adrian Walter AM
Director
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25.6.2019

Tin Ka Ping Foundation Made Donation to Support
All-round Learning Experience

BXRAEEEAMBBEESTRER

Tin Ka Ping Foundation had generously donated HK$3 million
to the Academy to nurture a new generation of performing
artists combining their craft with leadership and vision. With the
donation eligible for the government's Matching Grant Scheme,
the total amount of HK$6 million would be used to establish the
Tin Ka Ping Education Fund. The return on investment of the
Fund would support Academy students participating in Mainland
Study and Exchange Programme, as well as Service Learning
Programme in Hong Kong and overseas.
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4.7.2019

Three Academy Students Became JC Scholars in |40 B aray Gl Bokoiati
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Three Academy students — Lucy Lo Sum-yu, lan Tang Yat-
yin and Helen Yu Ching-shan became the new JC Scholars
in the 2018/19 academic year. The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Scholarships Presentation Ceremony and Graduation Dinner
was held in July 2019.
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16 - 19.7.2019

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
International Guitar Forum

ERRERREFG A

With the participation of leading international and Hong Kong
performers and researchers, concerts, lectures and lecture
recitals were held at the Academy to explore the guitar’s unique
heritage. As one of the celebratory events of the Academy’s
35th Anniversary, all activities of the Forum offered free
admission to the general community.
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A 35 Anniversary Event
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
International Guitar Forum
at the 4" Altamira Hong Kong International Guitar Symposium

\ 16 - 19 July 2019
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6.9.2019

The Academy Received Award at the Guangdong -
Hong Kong - Macao Greater Bay Area Outstanding
Cultural and Creative Industries Awards Ceremony

HEB IR D ERAEE R SR E RIS E R

The Academy was one of 20 winning institutes that were
selected from 140 nominees. Co-organised by Hang Seng
University of Hong Kong and China Daily, the award recognises
companies and organisations in the cultural and creative sector
in the Greater Bay Area for their outstanding performances.
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21.9.2019

Information Day

HiEEMA

A virtual Information Day was livestreamed for students to
acquire information on academic programmes offered by six
Schools of the Academy and admission requirements through
talks and sharing sessions.
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UNDERGRADUATE AND
POST-SECONDARY PROGRAMMES
BTBEHRAWRE 2020/2021
APPLICATION PERIOD S EIH
16/9-30/11/2019

Theatreand
Entertainment Arts
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9.2019-1.2020

Dance Artists Series: An Exciting Line-up of
Activities for Dance Lovers
RRISBEMNRRY : BRI EHEEMN

An initiative of Dean of Dance, Anna CY Chan, the series
offered public talks, masterclasses, demonstrations and
presentations in three categories — namely, Dance & Technology,
Shaping the Dance Landscape, and Masterclass — that were
given by a distinguished roster of dance artists, makers,
choreographers, scholars, educators and advocates. The School
was grateful for the support of Bloomberg Philanthropies in
sponsoring the Dance & Technology category.
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11.10.2019

Toyo Mall Limited Donated to the Academy in
Support of its Talent Development Initiatives

RRESARABRERZFEERRBE R RER

Toyo Mall Limited made a substantial donation to the Academy
to establish an endowment fund to support the Academy's
talent development initiatives, such as overseas and Mainland
enrichment activities and recruitment scholarships. Council
Chairman Professor Stephen Chow expressed his gratitude for
the generous donation from Mr Francis Law, Executive Director
of Toyo Mall Limited, and his wife Mrs Elina Law, which was the
biggest gift the Academy had received for its 35t Anniversary.
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15-19.10.2019

Dance Cultural Exchange in Malaysia

BRAEEEFFN

Led by Dean of Dance, dance students undertook a 5-day
cultural exchange tour of Malaysia, attending the Tari'19
ASWARA Festival. Students participated in a series of
workshops, discussions and performances along with 12 other
dance institutions from Asia. They also presented Red Fan, a
dance piece choreographed by Xing Liang, to an audience that
included many Malaysia-based School of Dance alumni.
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22.10.2019

Fruitful Exchange with Dutch Delegation
HIRHE « XM RREEESMR

The Academy had a fruitful exchange with a Dutch delegation
led by Ms Barbera Wolfensberger, Director General of the
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands (39 left) at the Academy. The management
team of the Academy gave the delegation an overview of the
cultural education in Hong Kong and explored collaboration
opportunities.
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28.10.2019

Béthanie Chapel Named Best Wedding
Ceremony Venue

fBREMEEEESHAEZEIES

Béthanie Chapel, located at the Béthanie Landmark Heritage
Campus, was once again named the Best Wedding Ceremony
Venue in the ESDlife Bridal Award recently. The century-old
Béthanie complex has been home to the Academy's School
of Film and Television since 2006. In 2013, it received an
Honourable Mention in the 2008 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Cultural
Heritage Awards, and was declared a monument under the
Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance by Hong Kong's
Antiquities Authority in 2013.
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7 -9.11.2019

The Academy Shared Experiences at AEC
Annual Congress

HifEE 46 BN SR BRI EFEEE

Academy Director, Professor Adrian Walter (2"d right),
attended the 46t AEC Annual Congress and General
Assembly in Turin, Italy with Dean of Music, Professor Sharon
Choa. In this major event of the international higher music
education sector, Professor Walter was invited to serve as
a guest speaker for one of the parallel sessions titled "East
meets West, West meets East: Asian and European Perspectives
on Building Meaningful International Collaboration" to share
the experience of the Academy.
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12-20.11.2019

School of Chinese Opera Visited the US to Share
the Arts
1Sk B 22 B b 4 B K E 5> Z R s E2 i

Students and teachers from the School of Chinese Opera
went on a cultural exchange trip to Oberlin and New York.
Through visits to the century-old Oberlin College campus and
the Chinese Musical and Theatrical Association of New York,
students broadened their horizons. They also shared the arts
of Cantonese opera by staging Cantonese opera excerpts and
playing Cantonese music to the local audience.
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16.11.2019

Dance Students Discovered Own Voice in Shanghai

FEBLR bERE (BE)

Led by Senior Lecturer of the School of Dance Stella Lau,
ten ballet students performed Echo at Dance@Xintiandi in
Shanghai, as part of the programme of Festival Hong Kong
2019 - A Cultural Extravaganza@Shanghai presented by the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department. Commissioned by the
School, Echo is a contemporary dance piece choreographed by
the Hungarian Zoltan Fodor, which encourages young dancers
to discover their own voice, as well as explore the echoes they
create with themselves and others in the performance space.
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18.11.2019

Meeting with ELIA’s Executive Director

BLELIA AREM@

Ms Maria Hansen (right), Executive Director of the European
League of Institutes of the Arts (ELIA), visited the Academy and
was warmly received by Academy Deputy Director Professor
Gillian Choa. Professor Choa shared with Ms Hansen the
missions, strategic priorities and latest developments of the
Academy and led a short tour around the main campus.
As a member of ELIA, the Academy looks forward to more
professional exchanges and other collaborations through ELIA's
globally connected network.
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21.11.2019

Staging Local Drama in Taiwan

teEERSHFRRER

The School of Drama participated in the Quanta Hall Black Box
Arts Festival - Hong Kong Week which was organised by Taiwan
Quanta Arts Foundation. Led by Academy lecturer Faye Leong,
eight Year 2 undergraduate Acting students and one postgraduate
Directing student staged Fly! Fly! Fly! Archaeology Birds, a play
written by Chan Ping-chiu, featuring a guest performance by the
Dean of Drama, Professor Poon Wai-sum.
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11-15.12.2019

Charity Variety Show Organised by Ms Margaret
Zee Raised Funds for the Academy

BREAL LTI MGEH R A BEBREMN

The charity variety show Theatre of Dreams - Rendezvous
with the World Champions organised by Ms Margaret Zee
was successfully held at the Academy Lyric Theatre. With
the stunning performances by Ms Zee and world-class
dancers and performers, the opening performance had raised
HK$1.2 million for the Academy in support of its on-going
development. Academy Director Professor Adrian Walter . ——
expressed his gratitude to Ms Zee for her dedication and long-
term support.
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21.12.2019

Connecting the Greater Bay Area through Arts
AIRBAREENRRENIER

The School of Dance participated in the second Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area's University Students Arts
Festival at South China Normal University, Guangdong. The
Festival carried the theme of "Connecting the Greater Bay Area
through Arts" and was attended by over 50 institutions. The :
Dean, Anna CY Chan (middle), attended the opening ceremony AERATR
and shared her insights at the Art Education Leaders' Exchange AEES
Forum; and Professor Ou Lu, Associate Dean of the School and
Head of Ballet hosted a masterclass.
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3.1.2020

The School of Dance Became Founding Member of
World Dance Drama Education Alliance

SBIRBREFERI A RE

As one of the eight founding members of the World Dance ;
Drama Education Alliance, the School of Dance of the - SR 3% PR st JmY S A BA B8

Academy was invited to attend the launch ceremony at the ‘@ r'd Danco@lrameg=dugmtion Alliance &
. \ b L ; & =

Central Academy of Drama in Beijing. Anna CY Chan, Dean [ © ] '@‘ l‘g'i 4 @ 'é E 4

of Dance (29 left) attended the signing ceremony on behalf W W |

of the Academy. She also spoke at a seminar and conducted
workshops together with Professor Sheng Peiqi, Head of
Chinese Dance (2N right).
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5.1.2020

GYDP Dancers Performed at the Youth Music and
Dance Marathon 2020

SESEEIRGESEN 12020 SESLEEENIN £
AREY

The School of Dance's Gifted Young Dancer Programme
(GYDP) was invited to perform at the Youth Music and Dance
Marathon 2020 organised by the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department. The programme sent a total of 45 young dancers
of GYDP to give performances of contemporary dance, Chinese
dance and theatre dance to the audience at the Hong Kong
Cultural Centre Piazza.
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6.1.2020

Appointment of Interim Dean of Theatre and
Entertainment Arts

ZEZSRRFENRRRE

Ben Sumner was appointed Interim Dean of Theatre and
Entertainment Arts. Starting his teaching career in 1987 at
Guildhall School of Music and Drama (Guildhall) in London, in
1990 he joined the Academy as Senior Lecturer in Technical
Management where he remained for 12 years. He moved to the
Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts in Perth, Australia
as Programme Director (Production, Design and Arts Management)
in 2002 and returned to Guildhall in 2007, where he became Vice
Principal and Director of Production Arts, a position he held until
rejoining the Academy as Dean in January 2020.
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13.1.2020

Workshop by Jaap van Zweden
REEFNRABITEZREIEYS

Jaap van Zweden, Music Director of the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra, hosted his third Orchestral Workshop
with the Academy Symphony Orchestra. Over a hundred music
students had a fruitful afternoon with the Maestro rehearsing
Prokofiev's 5t Symphony.
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17.1.2020

Masterclasses about Theatre Aesthetics from
Eastern and Western Perspectives

BRAEPAERSXBHKEMH

The Theatre Design Department of the School of Theatre and
Entertainment Arts invited Professor Liu Xinglin of the Central
Academy of Drama in Beijing and Emma Troubridge from the
Royal Opera House in the UK to hold a two-week masterclasses
for students, offering an excellent platform for students to
learn from the two masters up-close. Both speakers also
gave an eye-opening public seminar in which Professor Liu
introduced his design ideal for Chinese Opera performances
and Ms Troubridge shared her experience as a scenic artist.

EAREEEMBINEARTRBE T P RERI BRI
MBS EEH 2 R IEIPRI4E = 20 3 F Emma Troubridge F#%
BITAEAMBRI AL » (BB LT IERE R A B 24 S5 RV K AT
B3 o Hif > BIRFERT T MIBARBE ° 25 HBIBIREGN
B A ESNENWR * UK Troubridge &9 Z 4
A SR T EREE o

21.1.2020

Drama Salon Engaged and Connected Drama Lovers

BRIV RERRRR B E

Hosted by the Dean, Professor Poon Wai-sum, and Head of
Directing and Artistic Director of School Production, Associate
Professor Roy Szeto, the School of Drama organised a salon,
inviting a few seasoned practitioners to the Academy to share
their views and thoughts on the subject "The Relationship
between Audience and Theatre in the 215t Century". Guest
speakers included Dominic Cheung, Artistic Director of Chung
Ying Theatre Company; Bonni Chan, Co-Artistic Director of
Theatre du Pif; Michelle Li and Ivor Houlker, Founders and Co-
Artistic Directors of Rooftop Productions. The salon engaged
participants in a thought-provoking discussion on an array of
topics concerning the theatre, ranging from audience, format,
system as well as the application of technology, and was met
with a rapturous response.
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4.3.2020

The Academy Ranked 7th in the World by QS
HESM QS IR RBRKEL

In the latest QS World University Rankings, the Academy is
ranked 7t in the category of Performing Arts, and remains
number one in Asia. Academy Council Chairman Professor
Stephen Chow and Academy Director Professor Adrian
Walter expressed their gratitude to members of the Academy
community for their contribution and to the Home Affairs
Bureau for their strong support.
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4 - 8.3.2020

Fruitful Collaboration with Goethe-Institut
Hongkong

BERNEBRAEREBIER

The School of Dance established collaboration with Goethe-
Institut Hongkong (Goethe), aiming to facilitate the exchange
between the School and the dance scene in Germany and
beyond. Goethe supported Academy lecturer (Chinese Dance)
Yan Xiaogiang to attend TANZPLATTFORM DEUTSCHLAND in
Munich, a biennial event showcases the current trends and
innovations in the German dance scene. During the trip, Yan
extended the School's invitation to Walter Heun, a jury member
of the event and the Artistic & Executive Director of JOINT
ADVENTURES, to be a guest speaker at the Dean's Special
Artist Series next semester, an initiative that was launched by
Dean of Dance Anna CY Chan in 2018 to host events given by
a distinguished roster of dance artists.
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27.3.2020 & 23.4.2020

The School of Drama Promoted Theatre Arts
Globally via Two Online Dialogues

BRI R E RIS L N SR 2 IR R 24

The School of Drama hosted two online dialogues with Hong
Kong Dramatists, a platform led by Senior Lecturer (Playwriting
and Dramaturgy) and Academic Project Officer Janice Poon,
to connect with theatre artists and teachers around the world
and engage them in discussions about recent pressing issues
and phenomenon concerning the theatrical art circle amid the
pandemic. The first live discussion attracted a total of 48 artists
worldwide to share about the situation and problems they faced
in their cities as drama artists; the second dialogue with the
attendance of over 60 teachers in theatre academies from 30
places respectively, which focused on the challenge of the current
trend of online teaching, the future of theatre teaching and
learning, as well as post pandemic dramaturgy in theatre making.
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30.4 -

Online mini-ethnotheatre

AL THER ATEREE

Associate Dean of Drama Estella Wong initiated an online
mini-ethnotheatre named See You Zoom, an account of a
Hong Kong citizen's experience with the online conferencing
platform Zoom and the inspiration it provided. Devised and
produced by Drama students and alumni, the performance was
developed entirely online in two months. The first run with four
performances received an encouraging response, leading to a
re-run of three additional shows.
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25.5 - 31.5.2020

New Endeavour: Online Drama Series e S .
FER B e PORNOGRAPHYZ"

3 .
The popular British play Pornography by Simon Stephens was BY SIMON STEPHEHS é%
originally planned to stage at the Academy's Studio Theatre = '
in early summer. Due to the pandemic, Drama students
eventually performed online in seven live episodes as an
alternative way of presenting the work to the audience,
showing their determination to learn and 