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Annex 
 

The Government’s response to Mr Xu’s views on the University of Hong 
Kong’s construction of a new academic building on an extension site east of 

No. 3 Sassoon Road 
 
    
Background and justifications 
 
   In response to the insufficient healthcare professionals to support various 
healthcare services in Hong Kong, the Government has been investing substantial 
resources to increase the number of University Grants Committee 
(“UGC”)-funded medical and nursing training places from 250 and about 520 
respectively in the 2005/06 academic year to 470 and 630 respectively in the 
2018/19 academic year.  In the 2019/20 to 2021/22 triennium, the Government 
has further increased the number of healthcare-related UGC-funded 
first-year-first-degree annual intake places of The University of Hong Kong 
(“HKU”) by 57 (including 30 medical, 20 nursing and seven dental places) in 
order to relieve the acute shortage in medical and healthcare manpower in the 
foreseeable future. 
 
2 .   In order to cater for the additional student intakes to meet the long- term 
healthcare manpower needs, the Government recognises the need to expand the 
physical capacity of the entire medical campus of HKU.  While the Government 
has provided funding for urgent renovation of the University’s campus in the past 
few years, the following facilities are required in particular to address the 
shortfall in space for teaching and learning needs in the medium- to long- term – 
 

(a)  more lecture theatres with larger seating capacity; 
 
(b )  more rooms for tutorials and small group learning; 
 
(c)  more and larger teaching and simulation laboratories; and 
 
(d )  additional amenities to facilitate students in undertaking clinical 
training.  

 
3 .   Additional space for academic activities is required due to the substantial 
increase in medical and nursing student intakes since the 2019/20 to 2021/22 triennium 
and beyond.  The proposal of the construction of a new academic building on the 
extension site east of No. 3 Sassoon Road will be able to address the medium-term 
needs for additional space for academic activities and allow HKU to re-organise its 
medical teaching activities as part of the Sassoon Road Campus expansion programme, 
with full integration with its teaching hospital (i.e. Queen Mary Hospital). 
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Response to Mr Xu’s comments 
 
4 .   In response to Mr Xu’s comments, we have consulted with HKU and our reply 
is as follows. 
 
Public Consultation 
 
5 .   In relation to the public consultation, representatives of HKU attended the 
Southern District Council (“SDC”) meeting on 23 January 2020 to give a briefing on 
the proposed project and exchange views with District Council members.  The 
representatives of HKU also gave a briefing on the latest planning and progress of the 
project at the meeting of the Economy, Development and Planning Committee of the 
Southern District Council held on 18 May 2021. 
 
 
6 .   HKU answered questions from Pokfulam residents at a residents’ meeting on 3 
June 2021.  Due to time constraints, HKU was unable to answer all of the residents’ 
questions in detail.  Upon mutual agreement, Mr Alexander Wong, Chairman of the 
Incorporated Owners of Royalton II, was responsible for sending the collected 
questions to HKU via email so that HKU could provide written feeedbacks.  HKU 
subsequently received the document on 8 June 2021 and replied to Mr Alexander Wong 
and other residents by email on 26 July 2021 (see Enclosure I, available in English 
only). Mr Alexander Wong also acknowledged receipt of HKU’s reply on the same day. 
 
7 .   In respect of the application for amendment of plan submitted by HKU to the 
Town Planning Board (“TPB”), according to the information available for public 
inspection, TPB received a total of about 2 670 submissions of comments during the 
first three weeks of the statutory public inspection period, of which more than half of 
the comments received supported the application and mentioned the benefits of the 
project to Hong Kong’s healthcare system.   Organisations in support of the 
application include Our Hong Kong Foundation, the Hospital Authority, Hong Kong 
Centre for Public Policy Studies, over 35 patient groups / associations, as well as 
numerous environmental and green organisations (extract of the submissions attached) 
(see Enclosures II and III, available in Chinese/English only).  The application is 
tentatively scheduled to be deliberated by TPB on 15 October 2021. 

 
 
Environmental impact and safety of the project 
 
8 .   HKU submitted a Technical Feasibility Study for the amendment of plan 
application to assess the impacts on the ecology, environment and safety aspects.  The 
study was carried out by a team of professionals over a 12-month period and the 
findings indicated that the proposed development would have insignificant impact to 
the green belt and its surrounding. 
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(a) Ecology Impact 
 

The ecological assessment report was completed in March 2021.  The report 
recommends that in order to minimise the ecological impact of the project, 
mitigation measures such as tree transplanting and compensatory planting 
will be carried out by HKU as far as possible, and trees of conservation value 
that remain in situ will be fenced for protection.  For affected rivers and 
streams and the herpetofauna inhabiting them, HKU will use sandbags or 
barriers to separate the project area from the rivers and streams to minimise 
the ecological impact.  Noise mitigation measures can also be incorporated 
into construction equipment and, where feasible, construction work closures 
or barriers can be used effectively.  The report concludes that at operation 
phase, noise and light pollution generated will not pose disturbance on 
surrounding wildlife in the long run. 
 

Ecological Impacts Summary Table 
Receptor Significance of the impact 
Terrestrial vegetation and habitats Low to Moderate 
Wildlife & Avifauna nearby the Site Not significant 
Watercourses nearby the Site Not significant 
Flora species of conservation interest  Low to Moderate 
Fauna species of conservation interest Low to Moderate 
Wildlife in Particular avifauna nearby the Site Not significant 

 
(b) Environmental Impact 

 
The ecological assessment report also includes the overall impact of the 
project on the Green Belt site.  The University will implement pollution 
control measures on air quality impact, noise impact, water quality impact 
and waste management aspects during construction to ensure that the project 
will not cause adverse environmental impacts. 
 
The design of the project has taken into account the prevailing south-westerly 
winds that surround the area. In order to minimise the impact on air 
circulation, the project has been designed to divide the buildings so that the 
prevailing winds are carried from the ground to the hills and then through the 
greenery to the surroundings. 

 
(c) Safety Impact 

 
The new academic building is equipped with laboratories.  HKU will ensure 
that all laboratory work is planned and designed to meet international 
standards, in which the level of precautions matches the level of risk.  In 
particular, the high containment (PC3) labs are designed and operated in 
accordance with most stringent international standard AS/NZS 2243.3:2019.  
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The remaining lower hazard laboratories referred to in the application will 
conform to the US BMBL 6th edition BSL-2 and ABSL-2 standards, as well 
as the standards set out in the World Health Organisation Laboratory 
Biosafety Manual 4th edition.  HKU will strictly comply with each of these 
requirements to ensure the safety of staff and the public.  The PC3 
laboratories currently in operation at HKU have been accredited by CDC and 
AALAC for compliance with international safety standards. 
 
In addition, the laboratories are designed and built as gas-tight sealed 
capsules within the building.  Exposure is prevented by manipulating all 
samples within safety cabinets, storing and culturing materials double 
contained.  All outflowing air from the capsule is filtered.  PC3 facilities 
are subject to extremely high standards and overall operate at much lower 
pressure to the surrounding building to ensure that air locks inside.  Access 
is through a number of air lock doors and visitors have to be thoroughly 
disinfected and with protective clothing.  In the event of an accidental leak, 
the facility is designed so that it can be evacuated, isolated from air supply 
and exhaust, and fumigated.  Pressure differentials are continuously 
monitored and the air supply and extract have multiple safety features. The 
facilities are subject to annual maintenance which includes pressure testing 
of the laboratory and the performance of the high efficiency filters. 
 
Solid or liquid waste generated from experiments will be treated before being 
discharged from the laboratories, e.g. all chemical wastes will need to be 
collected in advance and transported to a designated site for disposal, and 
will not be discharged locally.  The discharge of effluent will require a 
licence from the Environmental Protection Department and will be monitored 
by an independent contractor, in line with the treatment practices of other 
laboratories of the existing Faculty of Medicine at Sassoon Road. 

  
 

Project Costs 
 
9 .   In accordance with established procedures and with reference to other public 
capital works projects, the Government has proposed to upgrade part of 67EG to 
Category A as 68EG for carrying out the necessary pre-construction activities including 
a technical services consultancy, site investigation works and minor studies, and a 
quantity surveying consultancy for the construction of a new academic building on an 
extension site east of No. 3 Sassoon Road.  The estimated cost is $56 million in 
money-of-the-day prices.  The construction works of the new academic building will 
be retained in Category B and funding approval will be sought from the Legislative 
Council (“LegCo”) in due course, subject to the progress of the above pre-construction 
activities. 
 
10 .   The Government hopes that Members of the LegCo and the local community 
will support the funding application for the consultancy study on technical services to 
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be approved by the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council in the current 
legislative session, so as to facilitate the early completion of the new teaching building 
to support medical education in Hong Kong. 
 
 
Food and Health Bureau 
October 2021 
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Response to comments received during community consultation in June 2021 on a 
Proposed Academic Building Development on a Site East of No. 3 Sassoon Road 

Why this project? 

1. Shortfall of healthcare professionals in HK

According  to  the Healthcare Manpower  Projection  2020  conducted  by  the  Food  and 

Health  Bureau  (FHB),  shortage  of  doctors  as  well  as  other  healthcare‐related 

professionals will remain a problem in the years to come and will become even more 

acute with the projected shortfall of doctors reaching 1,610 and 1,949 in 2030 and 2040 

respectively.1  

As stated in the 2018 Policy Address, the HKSAR Government will further increase the 

number of healthcare training places in universities in preparation for the foreseeable 

tight  manpower  situation  of  the  healthcare  profession.  Starting  from  the  2019/20 

academic year, the number of healthcare‐related University Grants Committee (UGC)‐

funded first‐year‐first‐degree  intake places per annum will  increase by over 150 from 

about 1,780 to about 1,930 (including 60 medical, 60 nursing and some 30 dental and 

allied health places). For medical students training, a continual steep  increment of at 

least 60 medical student quota per triennium, starting from the 2022/23 academic year 

is expected. 

Accordingly,  the  Government  recognised  the  need  to  enable  the  UGC‐funded 

universities which  offer  relevant  training  programmes  to  upgrade  and  increase  their 

healthcare‐relevant teaching  facilities with a view to coping with the additional UGC‐

funded healthcare  training places  as  specified by  the Government  from  the 2019/20 

academic year. For the sake of public interests and in order for The University of Hong 

Kong  (HKU)  to  contribute  to  medical  healthcare  in  Hong  Kong,  it  is  of  the  utmost 

importance to provide adequate spaces and facilities to our students so that HKU can 

fulfill its mission to provide quality medical teaching and training. 

2. Insufficient  teaching,  learning,  research  and  student  support  facilities  to
accommodate the increase of students

For HKU, there is a serious pre‐existing insufficiency of space for its Faculty of Medicine 

and the situation has been further aggravated as the first cohort of increased students 

was admitted in the 2019/20 academic year. Given the presently cramped condition of 

the main medical complex (at No. 21 Sassoon Road) which was opened in 2001, and that 

there has not been any major space allocation to the Faculty of Medical since then, HKU 

1 https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202105/18/P2021051800390.htm?fontSize=1 
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has  proposed  short‐,  medium‐  and  long‐term  projects  to  the  Government  with  the 

objectives  to  renovate  the  existing  teaching  facilities  (short‐term  measures)  and 

construct  new  buildings  (medium‐term measures)  to  cope  with  the  needs  for more 

spaces for teaching, learning, student amenities and research. A properly equipped and 

up‐to standard teaching and training environment is important to the ultimate success 

of our next generation medical healthcare professionals, who are expected to contribute 

to the medical healthcare of Hong Kong upon graduation. 

 

3. Short and long‐term development 
 

There are on‐going remodelling works in the Sassoon Road medical campus to maximize 

the space usage as short‐term measures. In an attempt to maximize the capacity of our 

existing  teaching venues,  the seat number of our  lecture  theatres  inside  the medical 

complex had been increased from 220 to 265 by reducing the size of individual seats. 

However, such work is far from sufficient to accommodate 290 or even 400 students in 

the coming years. Also, the anatomy dissecting laboratory had been enlarged to fit more 

dissecting tables in order to cater for increased number of medical students for practical 

classes. Despite the fact that e‐learning and teaching platforms have become an integral 

teaching mechanism during COVID, they by no means could substitute the conventional 

face‐to‐face  learning  mode,  particularly  for  clinical  skill,  human  physiology, 

pharmacology, human anatomy, and clinical biochemistry laboratory teaching sessions. 

Recently,  HKU  has  announced  that  teaching will  be  back  to  the  normal  face‐to‐face 

mode starting from September 2021. As a consequence, adequate provision of space 

and uplift of the current teaching facilities are both imminent and essential, so as not to 

jeopardise the proper training of medical and nursing students, whom our aging society 

will heavily rely upon in the future. 

 

The  new  annex  at  No.  21  Sassoon  Road  to  accommodate  administrative  offices  and 

conference facilities relocated from William MW Mong Block, being the first short‐term 

project with structural changes, is recently completed and ready for use.  Afterwards, 

further refurbishment of the vacated space at William MW Mong Block into the much 

needed student learning and amenities will take place in the next phase in 2022‐23 in 

order  to  partially  satisfy  some  of  the  immediate  space  needs.  HKU  has  already 

maximised the use of permissible plot ratio of  its medical complex and  is not able to 

create further new spaces in this location.  

 

Yet,  the  above  steps  have  yet  to  resolve  the  projected  needs  arising  from  the 

recruitment  of  new  teachers  and  researchers  to  cater  for  the  expansion  in  both  the 

medical and nursing curricula. Therefore, apart from implementing short‐ and medium‐

term measures, we are simultaneously preparing for long‐term measures so as to cope 

with the need to teach a much larger cohort of students.  

 

HKU has long envisioned to re‐organize the existing buildings of over 40 years old in the 

Sassoon Road medical campus as a long‐term plan since 2017, including Estates Building 
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and Pauline Chan Building currently housing the School of Chinese Medicine and Clinical 

Skills Training Centre. To enable us to do so, the new academic building at No. 3 Sassoon 

Road  is  under  construction  for  decanting  of  these  essential  facilities  as  part  of  the 

preparation for the above long‐term redevelopment projects. No. 3 Sassoon Road also 

serves to cater for the growth of the School of Nursing (in which staff population has 

grown by more than 50% in the recent 5 years from 125 headcounts 5 years ago to 192 

at present) and to provide sufficient space for nursing skills training in order to cope with 

the increment in Nursing student cohorts in the years to come. Fresh nursing graduates 

are  expected  to  work  in  hospital  wards  immediately  upon  graduation  and  hence, 

adequate hands‐on skills training in a simulated ward setting is of utmost importance 

and prime concern to the public. 

 

4. Proposed medium‐term development 
 

The proposed development at the Greenbelt site as a medium‐term measure includes a 

new academic building  that offers  teaching and  research  facilities:  clinical  simulation 

teaching  laboratories,  clinical  microbiology  &  pathology  teaching  laboratories, 

classrooms, lecture theatres, seminar and tutorial rooms, research laboratories, animal 

facilities, and data centre. The  increase  in staff population  in the Faculty of Medicine 

(including professoriate,  teaching,  research and administration) over  the past 5 years 

(over  50%  increment  from  2,078  headcounts  5  years  ago  to  3,155  at  present)  has 

outgrown its existing office space and laboratory bench provisions. Given our ongoing 

recruitment  plan  and  in  order  to  cope with  the  projected  increase  in  teaching  load, 

additional office space will also be needed at this location. 

  

The preliminary area breakdown of the proposed development is as follows: 

 

Site Area (approx.)   Development Site Boundary: 17,431m²  

Total CFA   52,000m²  

Total GFA (NOFA) (approx.)   40,840m² (26,000m²)  

 

The proposed development will also provide not less than 4,000 m2 of open space for 

public use  including  landscaped deck gardens, sitting areas, and amenities, on  top of 

barrier‐free pedestrian access connecting Victoria Road/ Northcote Close to Pok Fu Lam 

Road. These public  facilities will benefit  the general public,  including  residents  in  the 

neighbourhood, users of Queen Mary Hospital (QMH), nearby school students. 
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Why the Greenbelt site? 

 

The Site was chosen as the only feasible solution to mitigate the needs for teaching and 

research areas of the HKU Faculty of Medicine after extensive consultation with various 

government  bureaus  and  departments,  including  Food  and  Health,  Development, 

Education  (including  UGC),  Transport  and  Housing,  Environment,  Lands,  Planning, 

Architectural Services, Water Supplies, and Fire Services.   

 

The proposed site is chosen with due consideration to its physical linkages with teaching 

facilities at Nos. 3, 5 & 21 Sassoon Road, which in the long term will be connected by 

elevated walkways as an integral part of the medical campus and in close proximity to 

the  Faculty’s  flagship  teaching  hospital  –  QMH.  These  locations  together  with  other 

venues  along  Sassoon  Road  form  a  strong  network  of  teaching  facilities,  enhance 

synergy between professoriate/clinical staff and students, and facilitate frequent travel 

between  these  venues.  Close  proximity  and  reasonable  walking  distance  from  the 

teaching venues on Sassoon Road back to QMH within a short time is extremely crucial 

for clinical teaching staff due to their professional obligations to attend to emergencies 

and  patients’  need  in  an  urgent  manner  whenever  called  for.  The  proposed  site  is 

therefore best serving the needs of students, teachers and patients in QMH 

 

Furthermore,  it  is  critical  to  conduct  research  work  involving  the  use  of  clinical 

specimens  from  QMH  in  close  proximity  to  the  cutting‐edge  research  platforms  at 

Sassoon  Road,  where  research  expertise,  laboratories  and  core  facilities,  e.g.  omics, 

imaging, GMP laboratories, laboratory animal unit, etc. are located. 

 

Contrary to some misconception, HKU does not possess a “land bank” per se with plots 

of  land  available  for  construction  of  new  buildings.  HKU  as  a  whole  suffers  from 

insufficient space over a long period of time. For reference, in 2019/20, HKU enrolled 

30,629  students  and  has  a  land  holding  of  54.7  hectares.  CUHK  at  the  same  period 

enrolled 21,405 students and has a total of over 137 hectares land area while HKUST 

enrolled 16,195 students and has 60 hectares. The figures reflect that HKU is significantly 

behind  in  terms of space provision  for  infrastructure developments  in comparison to 

other tertiary institutions in Hong Kong. 

 

In  consideration  of  redevelopment  of  existing  buildings,  all  teaching  and  research 

facilities at the Sassoon Road campus are fully occupied. In order to set off the plan of 

remodeling  or  redevelopment  of  current  facilities/old  buildings,  fully  equipped 

decanting sites have to be made available as the current teaching and research activities 

cannot be stopped and compromised.  

 

Furthermore, other sites in close proximity to the Sassoon Road Campus and QMH are 

deemed not suitable in view of the limitation in site area to accommodate the required 
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facilities with specific building footprint and technical requirements to meet with the 

ongoing increase of student numbers in the next decade. 

 

With  regard  to  the  suggestion of using other  remote  sites  for development,  this will 

greatly compromise teaching and learning effectiveness due to the unique requirements 

of our medical curriculum. For example, immediately after bedside teaching and after 

shadowing at the operating theatres at QMH, debriefing and discussion sessions should 

be carried out with the students. With 35% increase in medical student number, such 

clinical teaching sessions cannot be carried out at QMH due to a lack of space, but have 

to  take  place  at  teaching  venues  close  to  QMH.  It  is  unacceptable  to  have medical 

students and clinical  teachers running around and commuting between multiple sites 

daily  for  routine  teaching/clinical‐related  activities  that  can  be  carried  out  in  one 

consolidated location that encompasses Sassoon Road and QMH. Hence, the Greenbelt 

Site located to the east side of No. 3 Sassoon Road development is the only acceptable 

location for such development. 

 

What are the impacts to neighbourhood during and after construction? 

 

For  the  development  at  the  Greenbelt  Site,  taking  into  account  of  the  interests  of 

neighbouring residents and the general public, a Technical Feasibility Statement (TFS) 

study has been carried out including assessments on its impact to the local environment, 

ecosystem, air ventilation, landscape and vegetation, geotechnical, traffic, drainage, etc. 

The TFS has been  submitted  to various Government departments  for comments and 

there is no adverse comment on the proposed development. 

 

Trees 

It is well noted that the local community has concerns on the impact to the existing trees 

on the site. According to the Tree Survey Report, there are approximately 768 trees on 

site, among these there are no registered Old and Valuable Trees (OVTs).  

 

The tree assessment report by the landscape consultant stated that majority of existing 

trees  are  either  of  low  amenity  value  and/or  unhealthy  condition  and/or  have  low 

survival  rate  after  transplanting  and/or  an  insufficient  root  ball  is  attainable  due  to 

impediments or  their  locations on slope,  it would not be  feasible or cost effective to 

accommodate these trees within the design in their current locations or transplant them 

to other locations. 

 

HKU  is  committed  to  provide  a  green  environment  in  the  proposed  project  and  has 

instructed  the  consultant  as  a  guiding  principle  in  the  TFS  study  targeting  at  the 

plantation of trees to exceed the existing tree number. Space for tree planting will take 

place  along  Pok  Fu  Lam  Road,  on  the  podium,  terraces  and  roofs  of  the  proposed 
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development. This will be further developed by a professional landscape specialist once 

the design of the development starts.  

 

Ecology 

An Ecological Impact Assessment as part of the TFS study was completed in March 2021. 

It was  stated  that  at  operation  phase,  noise  and  light  generated  from  the  proposed 

project would not pose disturbance on surrounding wildlife in the long run. In addition, 

domestic  waste  water  from  the  proposed  development  will  be  collected  by  proper 

drainage  system.  Thus,  after  completion  of  the  proposed  development,  no  residual 

impact is anticipated.   

 

To minimize noise impact induced by construction works on avifauna and herpetofauna, 

silencers  or mufflers  on well‐maintained  construction equipment will  be  utilized  and 

properly  maintained  during  the  construction  program.  Noise  enclosure  or  acoustic 

shielding  shall  be  effectively  utilized  wherever  practicable.  Waste  on‐site  shall  be 

handled  and  stored  properly  to  ensure  that  they  are  held  securely  without  loss  or 

leakage and thereby avoiding the potential for pollution to nearby habitats.  

 

With  expertise  input  by  professional  consultants,  the  eventual  design  of  the  whole 

development will aim at enhancing fauna diversity with planting of native fruit trees that 

the local fauna feed on, and putting up bird boxes to provide additional roosting sites 

and increase their population. 

 

Ecological Impacts Summary Table 

Receptor 
 

Significance of the impact 

Terrestrial vegetation and habitats 
 

Low to Moderate 

Wildlife & Avifauna nearby the Site 
 

Not significant 

Watercourses nearby the Site
 

Not significant 

Flora species of conservation interest 
 

Low to Moderate 

Fauna species of conservation interest 
 

Low to Moderate 

Wildlife in Particular avifauna nearby the Site
 

Not significant 
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Air Ventilation and Visual Impact 

The staggering design concept of building disposition into several small blocks has taken 

into consideration in the TFS study during the initial concept stage in order to enhance 

air ventilation and mitigate visual impact of the development.  

 

According  to  the  simulated  site  wind  availability  data  (i.e.  RAMS)  for  Hong  Kong 

published by Planning Department, the wind data indicates that easterly is the prevailing 

wind direction throughout the years with contributions from the northeast easterly and 

northeasterly.  In the summer, southwest southerly would be the dominant prevailing 

wind direction with contributions from the southerly and southeast southerly. 

 

In  order  to  enhance  the  wind  environment  of  the  Site  and  its  surrounding,  design 

features  are  to  be  incorporated  such  as  permeable  podium  design,  breezeway 

formulation and building setback from adjacent road when the new building design is 

taken forward. With the implementation of the good design features above, the Site is 

expected to experience a satisfying wind environment, and no significant air ventilation 

impact arising from the proposed development is anticipated. 

 

The building layouts shown in the presentation materials are conceptual design only as 

part of the TFS study. In the ensuing stage of building design, the University will work 

closely with the Architect to optimize the design to address the visual concerns raised 

by the community. The building blocks and height will be revisited in order to mitigate 

the visual impact from Pok Fu Lam Road and Northcote Close. The feasibility of further 

sunken  the  development,  softening  of  building  edges  with  greenery  and  building 

disposition will be actively explored and adopted where suitable. 

 

Traffic and Pedestrian Connections 

There  are  two  vehicular  ingress/egress  points  provided  for  the  proposed  academic 

buildings, one of which will be located at Northcote Close and the other one at No. 5 

Sassoon  Road  sharing  the  same  vehicular  ingress/egress  points  of  The  Jockey  Club 

Building  for  Interdisciplinary  Research.  Another  emergency  vehicle  access  (EVA) 

ingress/egress point will be provided at Pok Fu Lam Road for fire appliance access only. 

 

A Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) was conducted for the project. It was found that the 

proposed  development  would  generate  approximately  42  passenger  car  units/hour 

(pcu/hr)  (two‐way) and 53 pcu/hr  (two‐way) during  the morning and afternoon peak 

periods, respectively. According to the assessment, this amount of traffic is considered 

insignificant and should not cause major traffic  impact to the adjacent road network. 

Also, it was concluded that the traffic impact induced by the Proposed Development on 

the  surrounding  road  networks  would  not  cause  any  significant  impact  to  the 

surrounding road network. 

 

At  completion  of  the  development,  a  barrier  free  pedestrian  network  connecting 

Victoria Road, Northcote Close and Pok Fu Lam Road will be created. The network will 
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be further enhanced in the future with all buildings at the Sassoon Road Campus linked 

by elevated walkways, connecting bus stops, QMH and the future MTR station, hence 

providing convenience to the community.  

 

Water Supply, Drainage and Sewerage 

A Water  Supply  Impact  Assessment  (WSIA) was  conducted  to  evaluate  the  potential 

impact from the proposed development on the existing water supply system. Given that 

the  water  demands  of  the  proposed  development will  occupy minor  portion  of  the 

service  reservoir  /  pumping  station  capacities,  no  significant  adverse  impact  on  the 

existing water supply system is anticipated. 

 

Based on  the Drainage  Impact Assessment  result,  it  is  found  that  the capacity of  the 

existing drainage system serving the area will be sufficient to cater for the surface runoff 

collected  from  the  proposed  development.  Therefore,  no  upgrade  of  the  existing 

drainage system is required, and the proposed development has no adverse impact on 

the existing drainage system. 

 

Based on the Sewerage Impact Assessment result,  it  is  found that the capacity of the 

existing sewers serving the area is sufficient to cater for the sewage generated from the 

proposed  development  and  the  existing  buildings  upstream  of  the  proposed 

development, and  the proposed development has no adverse  impact on  the existing 

sewerage system. 

 

Safety 

The  University  is  committed  to  ensuring  the  safety  and  health  of  all  its  employees, 

students, visitors, and neighbours. In pursuit of this goal, the University does not only 

observe all statutory regulations such as the Occupational Safety and Health Ordinance, 

Waste Disposal Ordinance,  Prevention  and Control  of Disease Ordinance,  Prevention 

and Control of Disease Regulation, but also promote international standards of safety, 

health, radiation protection, and fire precautions. 

 

In particular for animal research facilities, the University has obtained accreditation from 

AAALAC International, a private and nonprofit organization for assessment of facilities 

involving animal  research,  and  followed closely  its  safety protocols.  The University  is 

required to submit program description which sets out all aspects of the animal care/use 

(policies, animal housing and management) to achieve the required standards. This  is 

re‐evaluated every three years in order to maintain its accreditation. 

 

The University has a  long standing practice to follow stringent guidelines and take all 

practicable steps as far as possible to meet  its responsibilities. Specific safety policies 

and  manuals  are  adopted  for  activities  concerning  biosafety,  animal  experiments, 

chemicals and waste, construction safety, environmental hygiene, fire, laboratory safety, 

and  radiation.  Expert  advice  from  relevant  technical  advisory  committees  from  the 
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World Health Organization, UK, Australia and USA have been incorporated into these 

documents.  

The HKU Biological Safety Officer appointed under the University Safety Office is charged 

to ensure compliance with relevant legislation, the University Health and Safety Policy 

and current international best practice, and provide specialist professional guidance on 

all aspects of biological safety. 

 July 2021 
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	Food and Health Bureau, Government Secretariat



