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Reply Serial | Question | Name of Member | Head Programme
No. Serial No.

ITBOO1 1373 CHAN Chun-ying 135 | (3) Efficiency Office

ITB002 0010 CHENG Chung-tai 135 | (1) Director of Bureau’s Office

ITBO03 2866 CHENG Chung-tai 135 | (1) Director of Bureau’s Office

ITBOO4 1691 CHEUNG 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Wah-fung,
Christopher

ITBO05 3258 CHEUNG 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Wah-fung,
Christopher

ITBO06 1053 CHEUNG Yu-yan, 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Tommy

ITB007 1291 CHIANG Lai-wan 135

ITBO08 1675 CHOW Ho-ding, 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Holden

ITBO09 1676 CHOW Ho-ding, 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Holden

ITBO10 1121 CHUNG Kwok-pan 135 | (3) Efficiency Office

ITBO11 3283 CHUNG Kwok-pan 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology

ITBO12 1537 HO Kwan-yiu, 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Junius

ITBO13 0409 IP LAU Suk-yee, 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Regina

ITB014 0412 IP LAU Suk-yee, 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
Regina

ITB015 2061 LAU Ip-keung, 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Kenneth

ITB016 0319 LIAO Cheung-kong, | 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Martin

ITBO17 0321 LIAO Cheung-kong, | 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
Martin

ITBO18 0578 LIAO Cheung-kong, | 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Martin

ITBO19 1268 LIAO Cheung-kong, | 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
Martin

ITB020 0036 LO Wai-kwok 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology

ITB021 0550 LO Wai-kwok 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology

ITB022 0552 LO Wai-kwok 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology

ITB023 3144 MA Fung-kwok 135 | (1) Director of Bureau’s Office

ITB024 0181 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology




Reply Serial | Question | Name of Member | Head Programme
No. Serial No.
ITB025 1107 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
ITB026 0720 QUAT Elizabeth 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
ITB027 0721 QUAT Elizabeth 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
ITB028 2026 QUAT Elizabeth 135
ITB029 2027 QUAT Elizabeth 135 | (1) Director of Bureau’s Office
ITB030 0131 SHEK Lai-him, 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
Abraham
ITB031 0076 TSE Wai-chuen, 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
Tony
ITB032 1434 TSE Wai-chun, Paul 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
ITBO33 1789 WONG Ting-kwong | 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
ITBO34 2266 WONG Ting-kwong | 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
ITBO35 2269 WONG Ting-kwong | 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
ITBO36 1455 YUNG Hoi-yan 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
ITBO37 1456 YUNG Hoi-yan 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
ITBO38 1457 YUNG Hoi-yan 135 | (3) Efficiency Office
ITBO39 1479 YUNG Hoi-yan 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
ITB040 3115 YUNG Hoi-yan 135 | (2) Innovation and Technology
ITB041 1377 CHAN Chun-ying 155 | (6) Subvention: Hong Kong
Productivity Council, Hong
Kong Applied Science and
Technology Research Institute
Company Limited
ITB042 2229 CHEUNG 155
Kwok-kwan
ITB043 1286 CHIANG Lai-wan 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB044 1288 CHIANG Lai-wan 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB045 1294 CHIANG Lai-wan 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB046 1662 CHOW Ho-ding, 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Holden Technology Development
ITB047 1673 CHOW Ho-ding, 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Holden Technology Development
ITB048 1113 CHUNG Kwok-pan 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
ITB049 1118 CHUNG Kwok-pan 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITBO50 1124 CHUNG Kwok-pan 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITBO51 1149 CHUNG Kwok-pan 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB052 0414 IP LAU Suk-yee, 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
Regina
ITB053 0415 IP LAU Suk-yee, 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Regina Technology Development
ITB054 0424 IP LAU Suk-yee, 155

Regina




Reply Serial | Question | Name of Member | Head Programme
No. Serial No.
ITBO55 0425 IP LAU Suk-yee, 155
Regina
ITB056 1756 IP LAU Suk-yee, 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
Regina
ITBO57 0934 LEUNG Che-cheung | 155 | (1) Support for Research and
Development
ITB058 0935 LEUNG Che-cheung | 155 | (1) Support for Research and
Development
ITB059 0936 LEUNG Che-cheung | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITBO60 0937 LEUNG Che-cheung | 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
ITBO61 0318 LIAO Cheung-kong, | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Martin Technology Development
ITB062 0320 LIAO Cheung-kong, | 155 | (2) Promotion of Technological
Martin Entrepreneurship
ITB063 0323 LIAO Cheung-kong, | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Martin Technology Development
ITB064 0037 LO Wai-kwok 155 | (1) Support for Research and
Development
ITBO65 0038 LO Wai-kwok 155 | (1) Support for Research and
Development
ITBO66 0050 LO Wai-kwok 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
ITBO67 0124 LO Wai-kwok 155 | (1) Support for Research and
Development
ITBO68 0291 LO Wai-kwok 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB0O69 3134 MA Fung-kwok 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITBO70 0210 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155
ITBO71 0289 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITBO72 0303 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITBO73 0305 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITBO74 0350 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
ITBO75 0417 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITBO76 0420 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (1) Support for Research and
Development
ITBO77 0975 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
ITBO78 1746 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (6) Subvention: Hong Kong
Productivity Council, Hong
Kong Applied Science and
Technology Research Institute
Company Limited
ITB0O79 3162 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 155 | (1) Support for Research and

Development




Reply Serial | Question | Name of Member | Head Programme
No. Serial No.
ITB0O80 0725 QUAT Elizabeth 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
ITB081 3239 QUAT Elizabeth 155
ITB082 0059 SHEK Lai-him, 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Abraham Technology Development
ITB0O83 1419 TSE Wai-chun, Paul | 155
ITB084 1798 WONG Ting-kwong | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB085 1799 WONG Ting-kwong | 155 | (6) Subvention: Hong Kong
Productivity Council, Hong
Kong Applied Science and
Technology Research Institute
Company Limited
ITB0O86 2264 WONG Ting-kwong | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB0O87 2267 WONG Ting-kwong | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB0O88 2925 WONG Ting-kwong | 155 | (4) Infrastructural Support
ITB0O89 2956 WONG Ting-kwong | 155 | (3) Planning for Innovation and
Technology Development
ITB0O90 2960 WONG Ting-kwong | 155 | (6) Subvention: Hong Kong
Productivity Council, Hong
Kong Applied Science and
Technology Research Institute
Company Limited
ITB091 0986 YIU Si-wing 155 | (1) Support for Research and
Development
ITB092 1378 CHAN Chun-ying 47 | (3) IT in the Community
ITB093 1379 CHAN Chun-ying 47 | (3) IT in the Community
ITB094 1389 CHAN Chun-ying 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB095 2845 CHENG Chung-tai 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB0O96 2225 CHEUNG 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Kwok-kwan Standards
ITB0O97 2954 CHEUNG 47 | (1) Use of Information
Kwok-kwan Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB098 0923 CHEUNG 47 | (3) IT in the Community
Wah-fung,
Christopher
ITB099 0968 CHEUNG 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Wah-fung, Standards
Christopher
ITB100 0969 CHEUNG 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Wah-fung, Standards
Christopher
ITB101 1054 CHEUNG Yu-yan, 47 | (1) Use of Information




Reply Serial | Question | Name of Member | Head Programme
No. Serial No.
Tommy Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB102 0413 IP LAU Suk-yee, 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Regina Standards
ITB103 1355 LAM Kin-fung, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Jeffrey Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB104 2062 LAU Ip-keung, 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Kenneth Standards
ITB105 1844 LEE Wai-king, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Starry Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB106 1845 LEE Wai-king, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Starry Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB107 0938 LEUNG Che-cheung | 47 | (3) IT in the Community
ITB108 0939 LEUNG Che-cheung | 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB109 3265 LEUNG Mei-fun, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Priscilla Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB110 0322 LIAO Cheung-kong, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Martin Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB111 0591 LIAO Cheung-kong, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Martin Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB112 0592 LIAO Cheung-kong, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Martin Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB113 0039 LO Wai-kwok 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB114 0040 LO Wai-kwok 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB115 3264 MAK Mei-kuen, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Alice Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB116 0208 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB117 0307 NG Wing-ka, Jimmy | 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB118 2426 OR Chong-shing, 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Wilson Standards
ITB119 0719 QUAT Elizabeth 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB120 0723 QUAT Elizabeth 47 | (1) Use of Information

Technology (IT) in
Government




Reply Serial | Question | Name of Member | Head Programme
No. Serial No.
ITB121 0724 QUAT Elizabeth 47 | (3) IT in the Community
ITB122 2017 QUAT Elizabeth 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB123 0444 SHEK Lai-him, 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Abraham Standards
ITB124 1742 SHEK Lai-him, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Abraham Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB125 0514 TIEN Puk-sun, 47 | (1) Use of Information
Michael Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB126 1787 WONG Ting-kwong 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB127 1788 WONG Ting-kwong 47 | (3) IT in the Community
ITB128 2250 WONG Ting-kwong 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB129 2255 WONG Ting-kwong 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB130 2257 WONG Ting-kwong 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB131 2259 WONG Ting-kwong 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB132 2615 WONG Ting-kwong 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB133 1000 YU Si-wing 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB134 1459 YUNG Hoi-yan 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB135 1460 YUNG Hoi-yan 47 | (2) IT Infrastructure and
Standards
ITB136 3089 YUNG Hoi-yan 47 | (1) Use of Information
Technology (IT) in
Government
ITB137 0060 SHEK Lai-him, 26 | (5) Price/Industry/Service
Abraham Statistics
ITB138 3223 CHIANG Lai-wan 111




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBO01
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1373)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (700) General non-recurrent
Programme: (3) Efficiency Office
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

The estimate for 2021-22 is $182.5 million higher than that for 2020-21, representing a
58.1% increase over the previous financial year. According to the analysis provided on
page 431 [of the Chinese version of the Estimates], the provision is needed for the cash flow
requirement for the Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Fund (SIE Fund).
The Chief Executive announced in the 2020 Policy Address that $500 million would be
injected into the SIE Fund. Why does the Innovation and Technology Bureau still need to
earmark expenditure in 2021-22 for the Fund’s cash flow requirement?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Chun-ying (LegCo internal reference no.: 9)
Reply:

It is set out in the Chief Executive’s 2020 Policy Address Supplement that an injection of
$500 million to the Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Fund (SIE Fund)
will be made in 2021-22. To follow up, we propose to create a new commitment of
$500 million in 2021-22. The injection of $500 million is expected to enable the SIE Fund
to continue its operation until 2025-26, and the actual funding requirement in terms of
commitment in 2021-22 is estimated to be about $180 million, as reflected in the estimated
provision under Programme (3).

The Legislative Council Panel on Information Technology and Broadcasting was consulted
in January 2021 and supported the proposed funding injection to the SIE Fund.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITB002
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0010)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): (000) Operational expenses
Programme: (1) Director of Bureau’s Office
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

Please list the estimated expenditure on the emoluments and allowances for the Secretary
for Innovation and Technology (S for IT), the Under Secretary for Innovation and
Technology and the Political Assistant to S for IT in 2021-22.

Asked by: Hon CHENG Chung-tai (LegCo internal reference no.: 10)
Reply:

In the Estimates of Expenditure for 2021-22, the emolument provisions earmarked for S for
IT, the Under Secretary for Innovation and Technology and the Political Assistant to S for
IT are $4.07 million, $2.72 million and $1.04 million respectively.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2866)

Head:

Subhead (No. & title):

Programme:
Controlling Officer:

Director of Bureau:

Question:

Reply Serial No.

ITBO03

(135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau

(000) Operational expenses

(1) Director of Bureau’s Office

Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Please provide a list of the destinations, dates and number of duty visits outside Hong Kong

made by the Secretary last year and the actual expenditures incurred.

Asked by: Hon CHENG Chung-tai (LegCo internal reference no.: 255)

Reply:

Details of the 5 duty visits made by the Secretary for Innovation and Technology in 2020-21
(as at end of February 2021) are as follows:

Date Destination Expenditure
(HKS$)
26 August 2020 Shenzhen —
12-14 October 2020 Shenzhen About $2,100
3-7 November 2020 Beijing, Guangzhou and Shenzhen About $31,500
9-10 November 2020 Macao About $4,500
22 December 2020 Shenzhen About $2,300

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITB004
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1691)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

Over the past 3 years, the innovation and technology enterprises in the Science Park and
Cyberport have attracted over $41 billion of investment. Besides, some 600 start-ups are
being incubated by the Science Park and Cyberport on top of the nearly 1 300 start-ups
already graduated from the programmes. Hong Kong, however, suffered from the impact
of social incidents and the novel coronavirus disease in the past 2 years. What were the
vacancy rates of the Science Park and Cyberport since 2019, the situation of start-ups
closing down their business and the figures in this regard?

Asked by: Hon CHEUNG Wah-fung, Christopher (LegCo internal reference no.: 51)
Reply:

In the 2019-20 and 2020-21 financial years (as at the end of February 2021), the occupancy
rates of the Hong Kong Science Park were about 86% and 87% respectively. The number
of enterprises applying for admission has not come down. In the 2020-21 financial year
(as at the end of February 2021), the survival rate of the Science Park’s start-ups in 3 years
after graduating from the incubation programmes was 80%, which was slightly higher than
the 78% survival rate in the 2018-19 and 2019-20 financial years.

The occupancy rates in 2019-20 and 2020-21 (as at the end of February 2021) approximated
94% and 92% respectively. In 2020-21 (as at the end of February 2021), the survival rate

of the start-ups in 3 years after graduating from the Cyberport Incubation Programme was
about 71%, similar to that of the past few years.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBO05
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3258)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 95 of the Budget Speech that the Greater Bay Area Youth
Employment Scheme launched early this year also provides around 700 innovation and
technology (I&T) places. Please set out the job titles, salaries and duties for each type of
these I&T posts.

Asked by: Hon CHEUNG Wah-fung, Christopher (LegCo internal reference no.: 46)
Reply:

The Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme aims at encouraging and supporting
young people to seize the opportunities for career advancement in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) and understand the latest developments of Hong
Kong and GBA Mainland cities. Since its launch on 8 January 2021, the scheme has seen
a positive response. As at the end of March 2021, the Government has received a
total of 1 028 innovation and technology (I&T) posts from 181 enterprises. According to
the information submitted by the enterprises, the salaries of the I&T posts range from
$18,000 to $68,000, subject to the arrangements and job requirements of individual
enterprises. The posts can be broadly categorised into 7 types with examples as follows:

(1) Research and Development (R&D): innovative product R&D personnel, digital
transformation research assistants, material development researchers, etc.;

(i) Data Analysis: data engineers, data science research assistants, etc.;

(iti) System Development: web developers, software engineers, programmers, Java
development engineers, mobile application developers, etc.;

(iv) Digital Marketing: personnel in marketing platform operation and mobile payment
operation, etc.;

(v) Engineering: engineers in mechanics, electronics, testing, railway system and
automatic production, etc.;

Session 15 ITB - Page 5



(vi) Information Security: information technology consultants, security researchers,
network security and backend developers, etc.; and

(vii) Others: intellectual property layout project assistants, knowledge transfer assistant
managers, etc.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBO06
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1053)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

What is the Administration’s specific plan for the promotion of using innovative and
technological products? For instance, how many government buildings will install “kNOw
Touch” contactless lift control panel in the short term? What will be the expenditure
involved? What will be the staff establishment involved?

Asked by: Hon CHEUNG Yu-yan, Tommy (LegCo internal reference no.: 5)
Reply:

The Government strives to foster and promote the realisation and commercialisation of
research and development (R&D) outcomes. Government departments have been
encouraged to adopt innovation and technology (I&T) projects and solutions through
various schemes, with a view to enhancing operational efficiency and improving public
services.

To promote the application of local R&D outcomes by government departments and public
organisations and to facilitate the realisation and commercialisation of such products and
services, the Public Sector Trial Scheme (PSTS) under the Innovation and Technology Fund
(ITF) provides additional funding to completed ITF projects and technology enterprises for
the production of prototypes/samples and conduct of trials in the public sector. To tackle
the COVID-19 epidemic, the Government launched a special call for projects under the
PSTS between March and April 2020 to support the application of technologies for the
prevention and control of the epidemic in Hong Kong. As at end-January 2021, the PSTS
has supported a total of 344 projects, involving a funding of about $646 million with more
than 170 organisations participating in over 480 trials.

In addition, the Innovation and Technology Bureau (ITB) rolled out the TechConnect (block

vote) in mid-2017 to support government departments in implementing technology projects,
with a view to enhancing operational efficiency and improving public services through the
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application of technologies. As at early March 2021, the scheme has supported
93 technology projects proposed by 31 departments/offices, with a total funding of over
$470 million.

Apart from providing financial support, the Government encourages departments, through
various schemes, to enhance operational efficiency and improve public services by adopting
I&T projects and solutions. Established by the Office of the Government Chief
Information Officer (OGCIO) in April 2019, the Smart Government Innovation Lab (Smart
LAB) has so far matched 44 business needs of departments with solutions and arranged 56
thematic workshops for the relevant departments during the process. In collaboration with
the relevant departments, the Smart LAB has also arranged proof-of-concept for 21
solutions with potential. Over 90 business needs of government departments have been
uploaded to the Smart Lab website, which have also received more than 320 information
technology (IT) solutions provided by the industry. The OGCIO will continue to
strengthen the exchange and collaboration between government departments and the
industry to identify more suitable solutions for testing, so as to help departments expedite
their adoption of IT solutions and create more business opportunities for local start-ups and
small and medium enterprises.

Meanwhile, the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) launched the
online platform E&M InnoPortal in mid-2018, which maintains a list of the technology
development needs of various government departments, public organisations and the
electrical and mechanical (E&M) trades. Start-ups and academic institutions can publish
E&M-related I&T proposals on the platform for matching. The EMSD will provide trial
venues for suitable projects, take forward trial and pilot projects and share the validated
performance reports of trial cases on the platform with the public, so as to jointly facilitate
and promote I&T development and application. The E&M InnoPortal has so far gathered
about 330 I&T wishes and around 730 I&T solutions. There are also more than 110 I&T
projects in various trial stages, with about 30 of them have their trials completed.

Allowing over-the-air activation of elevators, the “kNOw Touch” contactless panels
(“kNOw Touch”) lessen the risk of virus transmission. The technology behind is
developed by the Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC), while the production of
prototypes is supported by the abovementioned PSTS with a funding of about $1.94 million.
Organisations participating in the trial of the “kNOw Touch” system include the EMSD and
the Airport Authority Hong Kong, covering buildings such as the West Wing of the Central
Government Offices (CGO), Blocks 2 and 3 of the Housing Authority (HA) Headquarters
and the Lung Cheung Office Block, the Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, the West
Kowloon Health Centre, the Tai Po Hui Market Cooked Food Centre and the EMSD
Headquarters. The trial run will end in June 2021. In addition to the trial buildings, the
HKPC is working with elevator contractors and has installed the “kNOw Touch” system at
around 50 locations such as private housing estates, commercial buildings and shopping
centres, etc. Installation of the system at the Legislative Council Complex and the CGO
has also been completed. Through the company authorised by the HKPC, the HA and the
Hong Kong Housing Society also plan to install the system at about 200 elevators in a
number of housing estates.

As part of its efforts to foster I&T development, the ITB is tasked to facilitate and promote
the realisation and commercialisation of R&D outcomes. The ITB is taking forward the

Session 15 ITB - Page 8



work in collaboration with the departments under its purview using existing manpower and
resources. We do not have a breakdown of the expenditure involved in individual work
item.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBOO7
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1291)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: Not Specified
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

Regarding the “unicorns”, will the Government inform this Committee of the following:

1.  the number and type of industry of start-ups currently in Hong Kong; and

2. the type of industry, areas of expertise and valuation of 8 “unicorns”, and their
respective rankings among the “unicorns” worldwide?

Asked by: Hon CHIANG Lai-wan (LegCo internal reference no.: 22)
Reply:

Since 2014, Invest Hong Kong has been conducting annual surveys on Hong Kong’s
start-ups, during which operators of major co-working spaces as well as incubation and
acceleration programmes are interviewed to keep track of the growth in Hong Kong’s
start-up ecosystem. According to the latest survey results, as at November 2020, there
were a total of 3 360 start-ups operating at co-working spaces and incubator or accelerator
locations, representing an increase of 6% from the previous year. Hong Kong’s appeal as a
hub for entrepreneurship is evident in a wide range of sectors. In 2020, most start-ups
were engaged in Fintech, e-commerce / supply chain management / logistics technology,
and professional or consultancy services, which accounted for 13.9%, 11.5% and 10.6% of
the total number of start-ups respectively.

Hong Kong is currently home to 8 “unicorns”, i.e. unlisted enterprises with a valuation of
over US$1 billion. Many of them have benefitted from the innovation and technology
infrastructure of Hong Kong, our policy measures and subsidy schemes. The business of
these “unicorns” covers, among others, Fintech (such as international business payment
services, virtual currency transaction platforms, e-wallets and credit services), artificial
intelligence, logistics, tourism, etc.

We do not maintain records of the valuation and global rankings of the aforementioned

“unicorns”.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBO08
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1675)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

It is mentioned in the Estimates that the Innovation and Technology Bureau (ITB) will
continue to promote the adoption of innovation and technology by bureaux and departments
through the Smart Government Innovation Lab and the TechConnect (block vote). Will
the ITB inform this Committee:

1. of the government departments to which it promoted the adoption of innovation and
technology in the past year? What were the innovation and technology and the
expenditure involved respectively?

2. whether it will actively promote to other government departments, such as the
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau and the Registration and Electoral Office,
the electronisation of electoral procedures, thereby abolishing the outdated practices like
the issuance of ballot papers by hand and keeping a record manually?

Asked by: Hon CHOW Ho-ding, Holden (LegCo internal reference no.: 54)
Reply:

The information requested is provided as follows:

1. Government departments have been encouraged to adopt innovation and technology
(1&T) projects and solutions through various schemes, with a view to enhancing
operational efficiency and improving public services.

By making use of the block allocation under the Capital Works Reserve Fund Head
710 Computerisation, government bureaux/departments have been implementing
various information technology (IT) projects to improve services and operational
efficiency and enhance system security. A number of these projects involve the

Session 15 ITB - Page 11



adoption of new technologies, such as the use of robotic technology to provide better
service experience for the public, and the use of cloud computing to enhance
functionality and efficiency of information systems. In 2020-21, the provision for
block allocation under Head 710 is about $1.24 billion.

In addition, the Innovation and Technology Bureau rolled out the TechConnect (block
vote) in mid-2017 to support government departments in planning and implementing
technology projects. The scheme has provided funding support to 26 technology
projects proposed by 21 departments in 2020-21, involving funding of around $100
million.

To promote the application of local research and development (R&D) outcomes by
government departments and public organisations and to facilitate the realisation and
commercialisation of such products and services, the Public Sector Trial Scheme under
the Innovation and Technology Fund (ITF) provides funding to R&D projects funded
by the ITF, incubatees and graduate tenants of the Hong Kong Science and
Technology Parks Corporation and Cyberport as well as technology companies
conducting R&D activities in Hong Kong for producing prototypes/samples from their
R&D outcomes and conducting trials in the public sector (including government
departments). In 2020, the Scheme supported a total of 104 projects, involving
funding of over $216 million with more than 80 public organisations participating in
the trials.

Apart from providing financial support, the Office of the Government Chief
Information Officer established the Smart Government Innovation Lab (Smart Lab) in
April 2019 to promote the wider adoption of I&T in government departments and
invite industry players to assist government departments in introducing various IT
solutions to improve public services. Over the past year, the Smart Lab has matched
14 business needs nominated by departments with solutions and arranged 23 thematic
workshops for these departments during the process, involving different technology
areas such as Internet of Things, blockchain, data analytics, natural language
processing, artificial intelligence and robotics technologies, etc.. In addition, the
Smart Lab collaborated with relevant departments to arrange proof-of-concept testing
for 8 solutions with potentials, covering different business needs of departments which
include the use of robotics technologies and data analytics to help departments better
utilise their manpower, expedite their work processes and reduce processing time, etc..
The expenditure of the Smart Lab in 2020-21 was $4.9 million.

Meanwhile, the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) launched the
online platform E&M InnoPortal in mid-2018, which maintains a list of the technology
development needs of various government departments, public organisations and the
electrical and mechanical (E&M) trades. Start-ups and academic institutions can
publish E&M-related I1&T proposals on the platform for matching. The EMSD will
provide trial venues for suitable projects, take forward trial and pilot projects and share
the validated performance reports of trial cases on the platform with the public. In
2020-21, the E&M InnoPortal has gathered about 100 I&T wishes and around 280
I&T solutions. There are also more than 110 I&T projects in various trial stages,
with about 25 of them have their trials completed.
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Government departments are electronising their services progressively. For example,
unless there are legal or operational constraints, all licence and service applications
can be submitted electronically by mid-2022. Besides, e-payment options (including
the Faster Payment System) will be available for making payments in respect of most
licences and services starting from mid-2022.

As regards electoral arrangements, the Government has been proactively studying
arrangements to electronise the election processes throughout the years.
Nevertheless, a proper balance must be struck among the need of using technologies,
efficiency, security risks, privacy protection and public trust, etc. before introducing
any specific arrangements and proposals. The Constitutional and Mainland Affairs
Bureau (CMAB) had consulted the Legislative Council on a number of proposals in
the past and some of them are already in the development stage, including exploring
the use of electronic poll registers in elections which will facilitate the verification of
electors’ identity. The aim is to implement the relevant measure starting from the
public elections to be held in 2021. The CMAB will continue to proactively study
with the Registration and Electoral Office on the introduction of different technologies
to public elections in order to improve election flow and work efficiency.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITB009
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1676)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

It is mentioned in the Estimates that the Innovation and Technology Bureau (ITB) will
continue to implement the TechConnect (block vote) to support technology projects of
government departments to enhance operational efficiency and service quality. Please
inform this Committee of:

1. the staff establishment involved and the total expenditure of the TechConnect (block
vote) in 2020-21.

2. the total number of applied science and technology projects or studies proposed by
government departments and supported by the ITB so far.

Asked by: Hon CHOW Ho-ding, Holden (LegCo internal reference no.: 55)
Reply:

The requested information is provided as follows:

1. To implement the TechConnect (block vote), the Innovation and Technology Bureau
(ITB) created 8 non-directorate time-limited posts in 2017-18. The revised estimates
for the scheme in 2020-21 totalled about $9.74 million, covering expenditures on areas
such as manpower and information system.

2. The ITB set up the TechConnect (block vote) in mid-2017 to support government
departments in planning and implementing technology projects so as to enhance
operational efficiency and improve public services through the adoption of technology.
As at early March 2021, the scheme has supported 93 technology projects proposed by
31 departments, involving a total sum of more than $470 million.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBO10
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1121)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (3) Efficiency Office
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

Under this programme, one of the Matters Requiring Special Attention of the Innovation
and Technology Bureau is to facilitate bureaux/departments to develop business-friendly
measures to improve regulatory efficiency and transparency to further enhance the
environment for doing business in Hong Kong. Please inform this Committee of the
expenditure and effectiveness of the work in 2020-21; the specific plans of the work in
2021-22; the means to facilitate departments developing business-friendly measures; and the
expenditure and manpower to be involved.

Asked by: Hon CHUNG Kwok-pan (LegCo internal reference no.: 50)
Reply:

The Business Facilitation Team under the Efficiency Office (EffO) is responsible for
co-ordinating and overseeing the efforts of various departments in devising measures to
improve licensing and regulatory services. It also provides secretarial support for the
Business Facilitation Advisory Committee (BFAC) as well as its task forces and Business
Liaison Groups.

On improving licensing services, relevant bureaux and departments initiated a total of 121
measures under the “Be the Smart Regulator” Programme in 2020-21. These measures
included continuing the enhancement of electronic licensing services, extending the validity
of business licences, allowing the wider use of third party certification on compliance with
licensing requirements, streamlining the procedures and documents required for licence
applications, proactively reviewing laws and regulations, etc., with a view to relieving the
compliance burden of various industries. Examples are as follows:
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(i)  the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department has provided end-to-end
electronic services for licences/certificates on lifts and gas safety, allowing the trades
concerned to handle licensing matters online anywhere and anytime; and

(i)  the Fire Services Department has extended the validity of fire services certificates
(FSC) for short-term events in theme parks and attractions involving temporary
structure(s) to cover the whole event period, thereby obviating the trade’s burden for
monthly renewal of the FSC.

At the same time, the BFAC and its task forces have fostered the communication between
the Government and the business sector on various major regulatory proposals and business
facilitation matters.

The Government’s business facilitation work has gained recognition worldwide. In the
past 5 years, Hong Kong has maintained top ranking positions in the World Bank’s Doing
Business Report and was ranked third globally in the Doing Business 2020 Report.

In the coming year, the EffO will continue to collaborate with government departments and
the business sector in exploring ways to enhance the existing licensing regulatory regimes,
develop business facilitation measures and assist departments in making good use of
innovation and technologies, with a view to facilitating the various trades. One of these
efforts is to provide more electronic licensing services under the “Be the Smart Regulator”
Programme. The target of the Government is that by mid-2022, all licence applications
can be submitted electronically unless there are legal or operational constraints . Besides,
e-payment options (including the Faster Payment System) will be available for making
relevant payments in respect of most licences starting from mid-2022. The EffO will take
forward the work concerned using existing manpower and resources.

Currently, there are a total of 12 civil service posts and 3 non-civil service contract staff
positions in the Business Facilitation Team, and their total emoluments in 2020-21 and
estimated expenditure for 2021-22 are about $16 million respectively.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBO11
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3283)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

The Financial Secretary mentioned innovation and technology (1&T) development in the
Budget Speech under the section of Stimulating the Economy — The Way Forward for
Industries (paragraphs 63 to 68). Please inform this Committee of the details of the work
done by the HKSAR Government in promoting and facilitating the continued development
of the local I&T industry to support the development of our country over the past year.
What was the expenditure involved? What was the effectiveness of the work? What are
the specific work plans for the new financial year 2021-22? What is the estimated
expenditure to be incurred? Please explain with examples.

Asked by: Hon CHUNG Kwok-pan (LegCo internal reference no.: 20)
Reply:

To promote sustained and diversified socio-economic development, the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government is committed to developing the local
innovation and technology (I&T) industries, in order to drive the upgrading and
transformation of our overall economic structure, thereby enhancing Hong Kong’s
competitiveness and improving people’s quality of life. To boost I&T development along
the 8 major areas set forth in the Chief Executive’s 2017 Policy Address, the Government
implements a series of measures to enhance the local I&T ecosystem, and promotes I1&T
development in Hong Kong to tie in with international trend of technological developments
and our country’s initiatives, such as the development of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (the GBA) into an international 1&T hub.

The Innovation and Technology Bureau (ITB) is responsible for formulating holistic 1&T
policies and facilitating the continued development of the local I&T industries in terms of
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infrastructure, technology, talent, funding and scientific research. Major work taken
forward by the ITB and relevant departments in the past year is listed below:

1.

In terms of infrastructure, the Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks
Corporation (HKSTPC) is developing the Microelectronics Centre in Yuen Long
Industrial Estate (IE) to attract companies that produce microelectronic products
and related industries (such as advanced materials), and promote research and
development (R&D) and technology applications in high value-added industries.
The Microelectronics Centre is expected to be completed in 2023. The Data
Technology Hub in Tseung Kwan O IE was completed in 2020, and the
Advanced Manufacturing Centre is expected to be completed in 2022. The
HKSTPC has started the leasing work for these two projects. Located in Tai Po
IE, the Medical Accessory Resilience Supplies Centre is expected to be
completed in 2021.

In terms of technology, the Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC) has been
dedicating efforts to facilitate enterprises to move towards high value-added
production and gradually upgrade towards “Industry 4.0”. The HKPC also
assists traditional industries to upgrade technology, organises different types of
training programmes and seminars to introduce new technologies and the latest
scientific research results. In addition, the HKPC operates the InnoSpace and
Digital @QHKPC to promote re-industrialisation and assist the industry to move
towards smart production.

In terms of talent, the Government launched the Greater Bay Area Youth
Employment Scheme in 2021 to encourage and support young people to seize the
opportunities to pursue their careers in the GBA. As at the end of March 2021,
the HKSAR Government has received a total of 1 028 I&T posts from 181
enterprises. The STEM Internship Scheme launched in the summer of 2020
subsidises undergraduates and postgraduates taking Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics programmes in local universities to enroll in
shortterm 1&T-related internships. Under the scheme, an intern will receive a
monthly allowance of $10,500. Over 1 600 students and 1 000 companies or
organisations joined the scheme in 2020.

In terms of funding, the Midstream Research Programme, the Public Sector Trial
Scheme and the Technology Start-up Support Scheme for Universities under the
Innovation and Technology Fund are all conducive to promoting
commercialisation and industrialisation of R&D deliverables. Since 2019-20,
the HKSAR Government has provided the funding for the Technology Start-up
Support Scheme for Universities and Technology Transfer Offices of dedicated
universities on a recurrent basis with doubled funding ceilings and other
enhancement measures. In addition, we launched the Re-industrialisation
Funding Scheme in 2020 to subsidise manufacturers to set up new smart
production lines in Hong Kong on a matching basis. So far, 9 applications are
approved in principle.

In terms of scientific research, for the flagship project InnoHK research clusters,
which are “Health@InnoHK” focusing on healthcare technologies and
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“AIR@INNoHK” focusing on artificial intelligence and robotics technologies, the
first batch of about 20 R&D centres has commenced operation progressively in
the first quarter of 2021.

In the coming year, we will implement the Global STEM Professorship Scheme to
strengthen support for local universities to attract world-renowned Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics scholars as well as their teams to work in Hong Kong, and
will continue to monitor the implementation of various funding schemes, support
programmes and relevant measures. Besides, the 5 R&D Centres established by the
Government (i.e. the Hong Kong Applied Science and Technology Research Institute, the
Logistics and Supply Chain MultiTech R&D Centre, the Nano and Advanced Materials
Institute, the Hong Kong Research Institute of Textiles and Apparel, and the Automotive
Platforms and Application Systems R&D Centre) will also continue to engage in R&D work
related to re-industrialisation and work closely with the industry to drive the
commercialisation of R&D outcomes.

As regards our role in supporting national development, our country promulgated in March
2021 the Outline of the 14th Five-Year Plan for National Economic and Social
Development of the People’s Republic of China and the Long-Range Objectives Through
the Year 2035 (the 14th Five-Year Plan), which set out, inter alia, its support for developing
the GBA into an international I&T hub, Hong Kong’s development as an international 1&T
hub and integrating Hong Kong into national development. The HKSAR Government will
make every endeavour to complement the work relating to the 14th Five-Year Plan, so that
Hong Kong can capitalise on its strengths to serve the country’s needs and proactively
participate in the domestic and international dual circulation.

In addition, the Outline Development Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area (Outline Development Plan) promulgated in February 2019 set out the target of
developing the GBA into an international I&T hub. While Hong Kong possesses strong
R&D capabilities and advantages as an international and market-oriented economy, the
GBA has a sizeable market as well as capabilities in commercialising R&D results and
advanced manufacturing. With the ability of pooling innovation resources from the
Mainland and across the globe and achieving synergistic development with other cities in
the GBA with regard to their comparative strengths, Hong Kong can build up a
comprehensive industry chain for commercialising R&D results.  Since the promulgation
of the Outline Development Plan, the HKSAR Government has been making efforts to
facilitate the work of developing an international 1&T hub in the GBA, with remarkable
progress made in areas such as allowing cross-boundary remittance of R&D funding
directly from the Mainland to Hong Kong, relaxing the limitation on exporting Mainland
human genetic resources to Hong Kong, and launching the Mainland-Hong Kong Joint
Funding Scheme.

The HKSAR Government will continue to take forward a series of initiatives, which include
facilitating the flow of elements of scientific research and providing technological
supporting infrastructure, including the development of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen
Innovation and Technology Park (HSITP) at the Lok Ma Chau Loop in full swing, and
enhancing co-operation with the Shenzhen Innovation and Technology Zone (SITZ) in
jointly developing the Shenzhen-Hong Kong Innovation and Technology Co-operation
Zone, with a view to establishing “one zone, two parks”. Furthermore, the HKSAR
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Government and the Shenzhen Municipal People’s Government have also agreed to allow
the HKSTPC to lease and manage certain areas of the Innovation and Technology Zone in
Futian, Shenzhen, so that institutes and enterprises which are interested in starting their
business in the GBA can establish a presence in the SITZ before the completion of the first
batch of buildings in HSITP.

The current-term Government has spared no effort in promoting 1&T development, and has
committed over $100 billion. The ITB will take forward the said work in collaboration
with relevant departments, using its existing manpower and resources. For details, please
see the Estimates of “Head 135 — Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology
Bureau”.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBO12
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1537)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

It is stated in the proposal for the “14th Five-Year Plan for the National Economic and
Social Development of the People’s Republic of China” that the Central Government will
“support the Special Administrative Region in reinforcing and enhancing its competitive
advantages, and development into an international innovation and technology hub”. At
present, Hong Kong should seize the major historical opportunities brought by the
development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, leverage its own
advantages with innovative thinking, and contribute to the national development in the
coming 5 years. Under the principle of “One Country, Two Systems”, we should continue
to maintain close communication with the Mainland, seize the new opportunities brought by
the 14th Five-Year Plan so as to reinforce and enhance our competitive advantages in
technological and financial areas, with a view to leveraging our strengths. In this
connection, would the Government inform this Committee of the following:

1. The current high cost of innovation and starting a business in Hong Kong has created a
“crowding out” effect on professionals, especially young talent, engaging in
technological and innovative activities. Will the Government consider supporting and
assisting local young people in actively participating in major national technological
projects in the future so as to enhance the influence of our advantages in practical
research and development? If yes, what are the details? If no, what are the reasons?

2. Will the Government consider deploying more resources and enhancing project
implementation to speed up the construction of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Innovation and
Technology Park so as to develop a “Shenzhen-Hong Kong Silicon Valley” and pioneer
the matching of the world’s leading innovative resources and networks with the Greater
Bay Area? If yes, what are the details? If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon HO Kwan-yiu, Junius (LegCo internal reference no.: 43)
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Reply:

The Central Government promulgated the Outline of the 14th Five-Year Plan for National
Economic and Social Development of the People’s Republic of China and the Long-Range
Objectives Through the Year 2035 (the 14th Five-Year Plan) in March this year. The
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government will endeavour to
facilitate the work related to the 14th Five-Year Plan, leveraging on Hong Kong’s strengths
to serve the needs of the country, and development into an international innovation and
technology (1&T) hub. The replies to questions 1 and 2 are respectively as follows:

1.

Talent is the key to I&T development. The development of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) brings enormous career development
opportunities for Hong Kong young people. The HKSAR Government just launched
the Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme in January this year. It provides a
total of 2 000 places. The scheme aims to encourage Hong Kong young people to
have a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of our country, as well as
explore wider platform for realising their dreams. On pooling together global
research and development (R&D) talent, the HKSAR Government will launch the
Global STEM Professorship Scheme in the first half of this year to support local
universities in attracting world-renowned I&T scholars and their teams to teach in
Hong Kong and participate in teaching and research activities, which will involve an
estimated expenditure of $2 billion. The HKSAR Government had consulted and
obtained support from the Legislative Council (LegCo) Panel on Commerce and
Industry in January this year. Nominations from universities are expected to be
received by the first half of this year.

In addition, since 2019, the National Natural Science Foundation of China’s Excellent
Young Scientist Scheme has been open for applications from young Hong Kong and
Macao scholars. So far, a total of 42 scholars from 6 universities in Hong Kong have
been selected. Meanwhile, some Young Scientist Scheme projects approved under
the National Key R&D Programme involved Hong Kong R&D units.  Through these
projects, Hong Kong’s young technology talent can take part in our country’s major
technological missions and contribute to our country’s technological development.

Through their incubation programmes, the Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks
Corporation (HKSTPC) and Cyberport have been providing a range of support to
technology start-ups, including support on tapping the Mainland and overseas markets.
The focus of work of the HKSTPC in recent years includes helping young technology
entrepreneurs in the inception stage of their businesses to formulate marketing plans
for promotion overseas and in the GBA. Cyberport also launched the
Overseas/Mainland Market Development Support Scheme in 2018 to provide financial
subsidies to assist start-ups in tapping the Mainland and overseas markets. Both the
HKSTPC and Cyberport will continue to assist start-ups and young technology
entrepreneurs in tapping the Mainland market, especially the GBA market.

The HKSAR Government is taking forward in full swing the development of the Hong
Kong-Shenzhen Innovation and Technology Park (HSITP) located in the Lok Ma
Chau Loop. It will bring together the world’s top-tier enterprises, R&D institutions
and higher education institutions in establishing a key base for R&D co-operation.
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Upon its full development, the HSITP will provide a gross floor area of 1.2 million
square metres and become Hong Kong’s largest-ever I&T platform. With the vision
becoming a world-class knowledge hub and I&T centre, the HSITP will focus on the
development of 6 technological areas, namely healthcare technologies, big data and
artificial intelligence, robotics, new material, microelectronics, and financial
technology.

In early January this year, we obtained funding approval from the Legislative Council
(LegCo) for the Main Works Package 1 to commence the site formation (around 80
hectares of land) and infrastructure works (such as road work, water supply system and
drainage system), as well as to build the Fire Station and Ambulance Depot with
Departmental Accommodations. In early February this year, we also obtained
funding approval from the LegCo to commence the Batch 1 Development of the
HSITP. Currently, the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Innovation and Technology Park
Limited (HSITPL) is pressing ahead at full steam with the relevant works project,
including the detailed design which will commence this year; and will commence the
construction works in the first quarter of 2022. The HSITPL will speed up the
progress of the works through methods such as modular integrated construction, with a
view to completing the 8 buildings in Batch 1 in phases from 2024 (i.e. within 36
months upon the commencement of the works) to 2027.

The HSITP provides a key impetus to the HKSAR Government’s development in
building an international 1&T hub in the GBA. The Chief Executive announced in
the 2020 Policy Address that the Hong Kong and Shenzhen governments are jointly
developing the Shenzhen-Hong Kong Innovation and Technology Co-operation Zone
(the Co-operation Zone), which comprises the Shenzhen Innovation and Technology
Zone (SZ I&T Zone) and the HSITP, with a view to establishing “one zone, two
parks”. Adjacent to the SZ I&T Zone, the HSITP is strategically located and well
poised to combine Hong Kong’s solid R&D strengths and Shenzhen’s strong
capability in advanced manufacturing to create a value-adding chain that covers the
upstream, midstream and downstream processes, thereby leveraging the synergy
between the two sides. Furthermore, the governments of the two cities have agreed
that before the completion of the first batch of buildings in the HSITP, the HKSTPC
will lease and manage certain areas of the SZ I&T Zone, so that institutions and
enterprises that are interested in starting their businesses in the GBA can first establish
a presence in SZ I&T Zone. Meanwhile, to attract more talent and enterprises to
develop in the Co-operation Zone, the governments of the two cities are studying the
formulation of joint policy for the HSITP and SZ I&T Zone and exploring the
introduction of facilitation and supportive measures in aspects such as R&D resources,
capital and people flow. Both sides will also join hands in promoting their
advantages in I&T externally, with a view to attracting talent and enterprises from the
Mainland and overseas to the Co-operation Zone.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITBO13
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0409)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

The Innovation and Technology Bureau will launch a Global STEM Professorship Scheme
in 2021-22 to attract world-renowned STEM scholars and their teams to work in Hong
Kong, involving an expenditure of $2 billion. Will the Government inform this
Committee:

e  of the details of the scheme (including the recruitment criteria, specific arrangements
for allocation of funding, estimated number of persons to be recruited and mode of
operation, etc.);

*  whether performance indicators have been drawn up for the scheme to examine if the
spending could achieve the intended objectives. If yes, what are the details; if not,
what are the reasons; and

e  of the current progress of the scheme?

Asked by: Hon IP LAU Suk-yee, Regina (LegCo internal reference no.: 21)
Reply:

Following the rapid development of innovation and technology (I&T) in recent years and
the consistently enhanced atmosphere in Hong Kong, the Government will launch a Global
STEM Professorship Scheme to strengthen support for the University Grants
Committee-funded universities to attract world-renowned STEM (i.e. science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) scholars and their teams to work in Hong Kong and conduct
STEM-related research, thereby enabling local universities to scale new heights in I&T
teaching and research. The scheme will also facilitate the commercialisation and
application of universities’ research results and encourage technology and knowledge
transfer so as to serve the community.
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The scheme will involve an expenditure of about $2 billion, which will be borne by the
Government, the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust (the Trust) and the relevant
universities. The Education Bureau (EDB) will offer a non-recurrent subvention of $500
million and the Innovation and Technology Bureau (ITB) will provide around $500 million
under the Research Talent Hub of the Innovation and Technology Fund. If needed,
awarded scholars may receive additional funding from the Trust to cover the costs of setting
up laboratories. Other costs incurred by the scheme will be borne by the relevant
universities. The ITB, together with the EDB, are discussing the details with other
stakeholders.

Subject to the nominations by universities and endorsement by the Assessment Panel, each
overseas STEM-related scholar who relocates to Hong Kong for teaching and research work
will receive a subsidy for up to 5 years, and 100 professorships will be awarded. The
scheme will also provide a subsidy for the recruitment of up to 4 research team members for
a period of 3 years.

The ITB and the EDB are finalising the details of the scheme while drawing up key
performance indicators to review its effectiveness. We will brief the management of the

universities on the scheme in due course. The universities may submit nominations to the
Assessment Panel within the first half of this year.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2021-22 Reply Serial No.

ITB014
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0412)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (3) Efficiency Office
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

In the 2021-22 Budget, about $497 million is earmarked for the Efficiency Office (EffO),
representing an increase of 57.4% over the estimate of last year. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Committee:

e of the overall situation of the EffO (including the staffing and salaries, figures on staff
recruitment and wastage, total actual spending and key performance indicators (KPIs),
etc.) in each of the past three years;

e whether KPIs have been developed to review if the desired targets are met; if yes, the
details; if not, the reasons for that; and

e of the estimated number of staff to be recruited, the breakdown of expenditure and the
KPIs for 2021-22?

Asked by: Hon IP LAU Suk-yee, Regina (LegCo internal reference no.: 24)
Reply:

The estimated expenditure of the EffO for 2021-22 is about $497 million, around
$180 million higher than the original estimate for 2020-21. This is mainly due to the
provision for the Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Fund (SIE Fund) to
support its continuous operation.  If this new item of provision is excluded, the estimated
expenditure of the EffO for 2021-22 is about $320 million, which is comparable to the
original estimate of $316 million for last year. The operational expenses and manpower
situations of the EffO in the past 3 years are as follows:
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2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

Recurrent expenditure $266 million | $284 million $314 million
(revised estimate)

Civil service establishment * 98 99 105 2
(as at 31 March each year)

Staff recruitment (wastage) 1(7) 13 (7) 10 (6)

In 2021-22, the EffO will only conduct staff recruitment to fill vacancies arising from staff
wastage having regard to actual operational needs.

On KPIs, the EffO runs the 1823 service to answer public enquiries for 23 government
departments and receive complaints about any area of government services. KPIs have
been developed for 1823 in respect of the speed of answering calls, customer satisfaction
rate and the percentage of callers that have their enquiries resolved at the first time of
calling. In 2020-21, the target percentage for calls that can be answered within 12 seconds
is 80%, with the actual percentage being 62%; the target score for customer satisfaction is
4.0, with the actual score being 4.5; and the target percentage for callers that have their
enquiries immediately resolved is 95%, with the actual percentage being 99%. 1823 will
review its services regularly to see if the desired targets are met.

The establishment includes officers on the Directorate Pay Scale, Master Pay Scale and Model Scale 1 Pay
Scale.

The 6 posts created in 2020-21 are all time-limited posts for 5 to 6 years.

The Commissioner for Efficiency, being the Head of the Management Services Officer (MSQ) grade, is
responsible for overseeing the recruitment and grade management matters of the grade. The figures
represent the staff recruitment and wastage of the MSO grade respectively in the past 3 years.

- End -
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CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2061)
Head: (135) Government Secretariat: Innovation and Technology Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (2) Innovation and Technology
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Innovation and Technology

(Ms Annie CHOI)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Innovation and Technology

Question:

Regarding the efforts to take forward the development of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen
Innovation and Technology Park (HSITP) in the Lok Ma Chau Loop, will the Government
advise the Committee of the following:

(a) Please list by rank and job nature the relevant staff establishment in 2021-22.

(b) Regarding the cooperation between the HSITP and the Shenzhen Innovation and
Technology Zone to realise the “one zone, two parks” concept, has the Government
discussed with the authorities of Shenzhen and other cities in the Guangdong-Hon