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Members may recall that the Legal Service Division ("LSD") reported 
on the Road Traffic (Construction and Maintenance of Vehicles) (Amendment) 
Regulation 2021 (L.N. 164) at the House Committee meeting on 27 August 2021 
when the House Committee decided not to form a subcommittee to study L.N. 164.  
It was stated in our report (LC Paper No. LS111/20-21) that LSD was scrutinizing 
the legal and drafting aspects of, among others, L.N. 164 and would make a further 
report if necessary.  

2. To recap, L.N. 164 is made by the Secretary for Transport and Housing
under section 9 of the Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap. 374) to amend the Road Traffic
(Construction and Maintenance of Vehicles) Regulations (Cap. 374A) by providing
for, among others, the requirements in respect of the design, position and width etc.
of an emergency window and an escape hatch on a light bus.

3. LSD has made certain enquiries on the legal aspect of L.N. 164 with
the Administration.  Copies of LSD's letter dated 1 September 2021 and the
Administration's reply dated 9 September 2021 are at Annex.  LSD's enquiries and
the Administration's response are summarized in the ensuing paragraphs.

Requirements applicable to emergency window and escape hatch 

4. LSD has invited the Administration to elaborate on the meaning of the
undefined term "readily-breakable safety glass" of which an emergency window on
a light bus must be made under the new regulation 67B(1)(a)(i) of Cap. 374A added
by L.N. 164.  In response, the Administration has explained that the type and
standard of safety glass approved by the Commissioner for Transport
("Commissioner") for use in a motor vehicle are specified under the Specification
of Safety Glass Notice (Cap. 374H) published under regulation 28(3) of Cap. 374A,
and that the Transport Department ("TD") would also ensure compliance with these
requirements when carrying out vehicle examination under section 81 of Cap. 374.
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5. Under the new regulations 67B(1)(a)(ii) and 67C(1)(a) of Cap. 374A
added by L.N. 164, the Commissioner must be satisfied, among others, that an
emergency window and an escape hatch are easy and instantaneous to open from
the inside of a light bus by a device located in a prominent position.  Upon LSD's
enquiry on how the Commissioner will be satisfied that these requirements are met,
the Administration has explained that TD would make a reasonable judgment during
vehicle examination having regard to the ease of escape and the required safe egress
time for passengers to get out of the light bus through the driver's door, an
emergency window, an escape hatch and/or an emergency door.

6. With regard to the new regulation 67C(4) of Cap. 374A added by
L.N. 164, LSD has invited the Administration to consider whether it is necessary to
provide in Cap. 374A and/or L.N. 164 detailed requirements relating to indication
of the means of operation of an escape hatch in a light bus (such as the size and
language of the requisite instructions, whether any picture showing the operation is
required and whether such indication should also cater for blind or visually impaired
passengers).  In response, the Administration has explained that:

(a) while the indication could be in diagram and/or words (in both Chinese
and English), in order to preserve flexibility in the design of a light bus,
it is considered unnecessary to set out such detailed requirements in the
legislation; and

(b) following the same practice adopted for other types of vehicles, the
escape hatch is not required to be indicated in Braille for the blind or
visually impaired passengers who are expected to be evacuated with
the help of other passengers or a rescue team.

7. Subject to Members' views on the above matters, no legal and drafting
difficulties have been identified in relation to L.N. 164.

Encl 

Prepared by 

LEE Hoi-see, Evelyn 
Assistant Legal Adviser 
Legislative Council Secretariat 
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Ms Jerry JI 

Prin AS for Transp & Housing (Transp)1 

Transport and Housing Bureau 

21/F, East Wing, Central Government Offices 

2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar 

Hong Kong 

Dear Ms JI, 

Road Traffic (Construction and Maintenance of Vehicles) 

(Amendment) Regulation 2021 (L.N. 164 of 2021) 

We are scrutinizing the captioned legal notice with a view to 

advising Members on its legal and drafting aspects. To facilitate Members' 

consideration of the legal notice, we should be grateful if you could clarify the 

matters set out below. 

Requirements applicable to emergency window 

2. Please consider whether it is necessary for L.N. 164 and the Road

Traffic (Construction and Maintenance of Vehicles) Regulations (Cap. 374A):

(a) to elaborate on the meaning of "readily-breakable safety glass" for

the purposes of regulation 67B(1)(a)(i) of Cap. 374A added by

section 5 of L.N. 164 (as the term is not currently defined in

Cap. 374A or L.N. 164), including its industrial standard (if any);

and

(b) to clarify how the Commissioner for Transport ("Commissioner")

will be satisfied that an emergency window is sufficiently easy and

instantaneous to open from the inside, and the device for opening the

Annex
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window is located at a sufficiently prominent position within the 

meaning/for the purposes of regulation 67B(1)(a)(ii). 

 

Requirements applicable to escape hatch 
 

3. Please consider whether it is necessary for L.N. 164 and Cap. 374A 

to provide expressly how the Commissioner will be satisfied that an escape hatch 

is sufficiently easy and instantaneous to open from the inside, and the device for 

opening the hatch is located at a sufficiently prominent position within the 

meaning/for the purposes of section 67C(1)(a) of Cap. 374A added by section 5 

of L.N. 164. 

 

4. Please consider whether it is necessary for L.N. 164 and Cap. 374A 

to provide expressly for the following matters in relation to regulation 67C(4) of 

Cap. 374A added by section 5 of L.N. 164: 

 

(a) the size of the requisite instructions or diagram etc. by which the 

means of an escape hatch's operation must be clearly indicated; 

 

(b) whether the indication has to be stated in both the Chinese and 

English languages; 

 

(c) whether a picture showing the steps on how the hatch operates is 

required; and 

 

(d) whether the indication is also required to cater for the needs of 

disabled passengers (such as Braille for the blind or visually 

impaired). 

 

5. We would appreciate it if you would let us have the Administration's 

response in bilingual form as soon as practicable. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

(Evelyn LEE) 
Assistant Legal Adviser 

 

c.c. Department of Justice 

(Attn: Mr Vincent Wai, Government Counsel, 

(Email: vincentwai@doj.gov.hk)) 

LA 

SALA3 
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