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Legislative Council Complex,  

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong 

13 November 2020 
(By post and e-mail)  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Re: Panel on Environmental Affairs Meeting on 23 November 2020, agenda item 

#IV “Items for discussion at the next meeting” 

The Hong Kong government needs to fulfil its obligation to protect the Chinese white dolphin 

(Sousa chinensis) under the city’s Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) and the UN’s 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

The Delta’s Chinese white dolphins, including those recorded in Hong Kong, are on the brink of 

local extinction. WWF-Hong Kong (WWF) urges the government to commit to the implementation 

of the Emergency Action Plan for the Pearl River Delta Population of the Chinese White Dolphin. 

This process must start with the designation of a development-free Dolphin Conservation 

Management Area in western and southern Lantau waters by 2024 to form part of an MPA network 

and secure the future of vulnerable marine hotspots.  

Hong Kong provides a critical part of the home range for the broader Pearl River Delta dolphin 

population, but local dolphin abundance has dropped by over 70 per cent in the past 16 years, 

threatened by habitat loss and degradation, as well as dwindling fisheries, marine traffic and other 

human threats. 

The Chinese white dolphin was once common in waters off north and northeast Lantau, but ongoing 

and proposed construction and reclamation works, including the third airport runway project, Tung 

Chung New Town Extension, and Siu Ho Wan Reclamation, have caused the dolphins to rarely 

use this area. Since 2015, some individuals shifted their home range to south and west Lantau 

waters, which provides a long and continuous natural coastline with abundant prey. This makes it 
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the most critical Chinese white dolphin area in Hong Kong waters as identified in the Emergency 

Action Plan recently released by WWF-Hong Kong and partners.  

 

The Southwest Lantau Marine Park, which took effect in April 2020, does not comprehensively 

protect the core dolphin habitat. We urge the government to set up a Chinese white dolphin 

conservation management zone, to connect and expand existing marine parks, establishing a 

science-based network of key habitats to stabilise and help dolphin communities recover. The 

Emergency Action Plan lays out a pragmatic framework to kick-start this urgent process in which 

the Hong Kong government can take the lead in activating timely and appropriate actions. 

 

WWF urges the Hong Kong government to establish this development-free Dolphin Conservation 

Management Area covering feeding and socializing habitats in southern and western Lantau waters 

by 2024 as part of an increased Marine Protected Area network to cover 30% of Hong Kong waters 

by 2030 with no-take areas as a foundation. Only 5 per cent of Hong Kong’s waters designated or 

planned to be established at MPAs by 2023 is not enough.  

 

WWF is looking forward to action by members of the panel and the government on fulfilling Hong 

Kong’s obligation under the CBD as well as its own commitments for dolphins under the BSAP, 

which is to review and update its Chinese white dolphin species action plan in consultation with 

relevant stakeholders. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

David Olson                                            Laurence McCook 

Director of Conservation                        Head of Oceans Conservation 

WWF-Hong Kong                                  WWF-Hong Kong 

 

Encl. 

 
Cc: Mr KS Wong, Secretary for the Environment 

       Ms Michelle Au, Political Assistant to Secretary for the Environment 

        




