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LCQR: Safety of food inported from Japan
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Following is a question by the Hon Wng Kwok-kin and a reply
by the Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, in
the Legislative Council today (May 5):

Questi on:

The Japanese CGovernnment announced last nonth that it would
start discharging diluted nuclear wastewater fromthe Fukushi ma
Daiichi nuclear power plant into the sea in tw years from now.
The governnents of its neighbouring countries have raised
obj ection one after another, denouncing such a nove to be
detrimental to the agriculture and fisheries industry and
hazardous to human health. Sone environnental groups have pointed
out that the radioactive substances in the nucl ear wastewater
such as tritium strontium cesiumand carbon-14 will seriously
affect the nmarine ecosystem and make their way into the hunman
body through the food chain. Regarding safety of food inported
fromJapan, will the Governnent informthis Council

(1) whether it will take follow up actions in response to the
deci sion of the Japanese Government, including gaining an
understanding fromit of the details of the arrangenents for the
di scharge of nucl ear wastewater, and requesting it to provide
sanpl es of the nuclear wastewater for testing of radiation

| evel s, so as to grasp the informati on needed for fornulating
corresponding plans; if so, of the details;

(2) whether it will, upon the commencenent of the discharge of
nucl ear wastewater into the sea, inmediately and conprehensively
enhance the testing of radiation levels of the agricultural and
fisheries products inported from Japan; and

(3) given that the inport of fruits, vegetables, nilk, mlk
beverages and mil k powder produced in Fukushinma into Hong Kong is
currently prohibited, whether the Governnent will consider, in
[ight of the |atest situation, inposing a blanket inmport ban on
all food itenms produced in Fukushima and its neighbouring areas
when necessary, in order to safeguard public health?

Repl y:
Pr esi dent,

My reply to the question raised by the Hon Wng Kwok-kin is
set out bel ow

The Japanese CGovernnent announced earlier the decision to
di scharge the wastewater generated in the cooling process of the
reactors at the Fukushi ma nucl ear power station into the ocean in
about two years' tinme (i.e. 2023). The plan has aroused
i nternational and public concern. According to the announcenent,
the nucl ear wastewater will be purified and diluted to neet
rel evant international standards before being discharged.

The Tokyo El ectric Power Conpany will fornulate a detailed

plan for discharging the wastewater into the ocean
| npl enentation of the plan, which nust be in line with
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i nternational practices and standards, has to be approved by the
Japanese Government first. Besides, the Japanese authorities have
indicated that they will closely nonitor the inpact of the

di scharge on the environment and the ocean, and will keep the

i nternational community and the public notified of necessary
information in a transparent nanner.

Si nce the wastewater contains various radionuclides, we
under stand that many organi sations, fishery operators and nmenbers
of the public are concerned that the discharge of wastewater from
t he Fukushi na nucl ear power station into the ocean woul d have
serious inpact on marine ecosystem the food chain and food
safety. The Hong Kong Special Adm nistrative Regi on (HKSAR)
Covernment has expressed grave concern about the inpact of the
di scharge plan on food safety, and has strongly requested the
Japanese authorities to provide data fromvarious aspects and
i nformati on on control and surveillance, including the nethod and
actual location of the wastewater discharge, the Iist and the
concentration of the radionuclides in the wastewater, the
frequency and vol unme of discharge, as well as the nonitoring
programe on the wastewater treatnent and the surroundi ng
environment. The Food and Health Bureau (FHB) and the Centre for
Food Safety (CFS) have made it clear to the Japanese authorities
that they shall provide all relevant information, fornulate and
promul gate a highly transparent and robust surveillance programe
i ncludi ng the neasures and | ocati ons of nonitoring at source, the
radi onucl i des and types of food under surveillance, ways for
rel ease of surveillance results and conti ngency nechani sns, etc.
and shoul d not discharge the nucl ear wastewater unilaterally
wi t hout the consensus of the international comunity.

Currently, the inport of vegetables, fruits, mlk, mlk
beverages and dried m Ik from Fukushima is still prohibited in
Hong Kong. Radiation certificate has to be produced for the
i mport of game, neat, poultry, poultry eggs and aquatic products
from Fukushima and its four nei ghbouring prefectures (i.e.
| baraki, Tochigi, Chiba and Gunma), whereas radiation certificate
and exporter certificate are required for the inport of
vegetables, fruits, mlk, mlk beverages and dried mlk fromthe
four prefectures. The CFS i npl enmented additional control and
surveillance nmeasures in 2011 for food products inported from
Japan. Since then, the CFS had tested a total of nore than 750
000 sanpl es of such products and none of the sanples were found
to have radiation |l evels exceeding the guideline levels of the
Codex Alinentarius Comm ssion. The CFS will continue to adopt a
ri sk-based principle in conducting radiation tests on Japanese
food products under its routine Food Surveillance Progranme.

Regardi ng the Japanese Governnent's plan to di scharge
wast ewat er from the Fukushi ma nucl ear power station into the
ocean, the HKSAR Government has requested the Japanese
authorities to provide data fromvarious aspects and i nformati on
on control and surveillance. W will carefully exam ne the
i nformation provided by the Japanese authorities and the
assessnents made by international expert organisations, etc., and
conduct risk assessnents with the rel evant Governnment departnents
as appropriate to deternine whether nonitoring work on Japanese
food shoul d be adjusted accordi ngly and whet her additiona
nmeasures are required to ensure food safety and safeguard public
heal th. Depending on the circunstances, we will not rule out
i ncreasing the tests on Japanese food inports and tightening
i mport control on food products (including fishery and
agricul tural products) from Fukushinma and its nei ghbouring areas.
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It is only through disclosure of all relevant information
conprehensively, including the rationale for discharging the
wast ewater into the ocean, the associated health and ecol ogi ca
ri sks, intervention neasures avail able, and whether there is a
hi ghly transparent surveillance nechanismto ensure effective
operation of such neasures as well as effective safeguardi ng of
the ecosystem and food safety, that public's doubts and worries
arising fromthe discharge of the wastewater can be elimn nated
O herwi se, the confidence of the public in inported Japanese food
woul d be undermni ned. Hence, the Japanese authorities shal
dissemnate all information relating to the nucl ear wastewat er
di scharge plan of the Fukushi ma nucl ear power station to the
i nternational community and the public in a highly transparent
manner. It was understood that the International Atom c Energy
Agency (I AEA) has proposed to set up a technical working group to
follow up and nonitor Japan's di scharge of the nucl ear
wast ewater. The China's Mnistry of Foreign Affairs remarked that
the 1 AEA has confirmed it would invite experts fromChina to join
the proposed technical working group. W will keep a close watch
on the assessnments made by rel evant international organisations
on the discharge plan. The FHB and the CFS have relayed to the
Japanese authorities that they should not discharge the
wast ewat er from the Fukushi ma nucl ear power station into the
ocean unilaterally wi thout the consensus of the internationa
community so as to avoid bringing about irreversible inpacts on
the environment.

Thank you, President.

Ends/ Wednesday, May 5, 2021
| ssued at HKT 15:05
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