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Your Ref. : Fax : (852) 2840 0467

25 March 2022

Clerk to Panel on Health Services
Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road
Central

Hong Kong

(Attn.: Mr Colin CHUI)

Dear Mr Chui,

Legislative Council
Panel on Health Services
Follow-up Actions in relation to Testing Arrangements and Related Matters

The Panel on Health Services (“the Panel”) of the Legislative Council
discussed about the testing arrangements and related matters at its meetings held
on 9 April 2021 and 11 February 2022, and requested the Administration to take
follow-up actions. Reply from this bureau is as follows.

Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG Mei-fun issued correspondences to the Secretary
for Food and Health (“SFH”) through the Panel and in personal capacity on
23 December 2020, 28 December 2020 and 7 January 2021 respectively to
enquire about the case of some citizens not being able to receive a short message
service (“SMS”) message containing their negative COVID-19 test results after
receiving a free COVID-19 test provided by the Government. The Panel
requested a response from the Administration later at its meeting held on
9 April 2021, and subsequently Dr Priscilla LEUNG filed a follow-up enquiry at
the Panel meeting and in writing in May 2021. This bureau provided responses
to enquiries from both the Panel and Dr Priscilla LEUNG regarding the concerned
case on 28 December 2020, 21 January 2021, 4 May 2021, 7 May 2021 and
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23 July 2021. Relevant correspondences are enclosed in this letter (see
Annexes 1 to 5 (only Chinese version available)) for Panel Members’ reference.

During the briefing by SFH on the Chief Executive’s 2021 Policy Address
at the Panel meeting held on 11 February 2022, Members requested the
Administration to consider widely distributing deep throat saliva (DTS) specimen
collection bottles in order to reduce the queuing time at the community testing
centres (CTCs). In view of the serious situation of the 5™ wave of epidemic,
resulting in surging demand for testing, apart from the continuous provision of
free DTS specimen collection packs at about 30 designated general out-patient
clinics of the Hospital Authority, 120 post offices and vending machines set up at
20 MTR stations, the Administration has set up additional mobile specimen
collection stations in various districts, the number of which has doubled from
around 30 in the past to currently over 60. With a view to improving the queuing
arrangements and reducing the number of people waiting at the CTCs and mobile
specimen collection stations, the Administration has progressively installed
ticketing machines at various testing service points across the territory since early-
February this year. Members of the public can visit the CTC website
(www.communitytest.gov.hk) to check the real-time queuing ticket status of the
relevant testing service points and return to the service points to receive testing at
the specified time without a long wait at the queue. Depending on the actual
situation of different sites, the Administration will also consider making such
ticketing arrangement available at more suitable testing service points. In
addition, special queues are set up on site and priority to undergo specimen
collection will be given to persons in need, e.g. the elderly, pregnant women,
people with disabilities or limited mobility so as to reduce their waiting time.
With the implementation of a series of enhanced measures, it is observed that the
queuing situation at various testing service pomts has significantly improved and
the waiting time has returned to normal.

In addition, since mid-January this year, the Administration has been
distributing free rapid antigen test (RAT) kits in different districts for citizens to
conduct testing on their own for early identification of infected persons. The
Administration has been evaluating the risks through methods such as sewage
surveillance and distributing over 4.5 million sets of RAT kits to persons in need
through property management companies, district organisations, etc.  This

initiative is well received by members of the public. Given that RAT is used in
mass scale and its positive results are relatively certain, members of the public
who tested positive by RAT should be considered positive cases. - The
individuals should stay home and avoid going out to reduce the spread of virus.
The Administration had already launched a declaration system
(www.chp.gov.hk/ratp) for people to report their positive results so as to facilitate
timely assistance to these positive cases.




The Administration will continue to closely monitor the local epidemic
situation in various districts and adjust the testing priorities and arrangements in
view of the latest need for epidemic control.

Yours sincerely,

O £

(Miss Winnie CHUI)
for Secretary for Food and Health

Encl.



Annex 1 : Letter response by the Food and Health Bureau to the Panel on Health Services on
enquiry raised by Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG Mei-f
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Annex 2 : Letter response by the Food and Health Bureau to the Panel on Health Services on
enquiry raised by Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG:Mei-fun on January 7 2021 (January 21 2021)
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Annex 3 : Reply by the Food and Health Bureau to the letter from Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG Mei-fun
issued on December 28 2020 (May 4 202]
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Annex 4 : Letter response by the Food and Health Bureau to the Panel on Health Services on
enquiry raised by Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG Mei-fun on May 4 2021 (May 7 2021)
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Annex 5 : Reply by the Food and Health Bureau to the letter from Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG Mei-fun
issued on May 14 2021 (July 23 2021) RS
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