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Legislative Council Brief 

 

 

A. Title of the subsidiary legislation 

 

 Admission and Registration Rules (“AR Rules”) 

  

B. Introduction / Background 

 

 Section 72 (a) (i) of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance empowered the Chief 

Justice to make rules in relation to the admission of solicitors and of barristers 

and the appointment of notaries public regulating the manner in which 

applications for admission under sections 4 and 27 shall be made and the forms 

to be employed in respect thereof. 

 

 The Law Society proposed to amend Form 4 (a trainee solicitor’s application for 

a certificate of eligibility for admission as a solicitor) in the Schedule to the AR 

Rules by introducing international law as one of the basic legal topics in which a 

trainee solicitor may gain proper training and experience. 

 

C. Justifications for introducing the amendments to the subsidiary legislation 

 

The Department of Justice (“DOJ”) explained that the work of their 

International Law Division (“ILD”) is of great importance in maintaining Hong 

Kong as an international centre of finance, trade and commerce. ILD provides 

legal advice on public international law to the Government; negotiates 

international agreements, provides legal advice for such negotiations; and it 

handles requests for legal co-operation between Hong Kong and other 

jurisdictions. 
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They also explained that it is difficult to recruit sufficient Government Counsel. 

They considered that there is a practical need to provide greater opportunities to 

the trainee solicitors for exposure to international law work and develop their 

interest or potential in this area of work. For this reason, they proposed that the 

trainee solicitors should be provided with an option to choose international law 

as one of the basic legal topics in which they may gain proper training and 

experience. Details of the ILD structure and its work posted on the DOJ's 

website are attached at Annexure 1. Details of the DOJ’s existing training 

programme for their trainee solicitors posted on the DOJ's website are at 

Annexure 2.   

 

D. Date of tabling the subsidiary legislation in the Legislative Council and its 

Commencement Date 

 

It is hoped that the Legislative Council will table the Amendment Rules on   

24 March 2021. The Commencement Date of the Amendment Rules is to be 

appointed by the President of The Law Society of Hong Kong by notice 

published in the Gazette. 

 

 
 E. Result of any consultation with the relevant parties 

 

The Law Society’s proposals have been considered and approved by the Law 

Society’s Council comprising a wide cross section of the solicitors’ profession.  

 

 

F. Contact details of relevant officers 

 

 The officer for this amendment exercise is the Assistant Director, Regulation 

and Guidance I of the Law Society at 3rd Floor, Wing On House, 71 Des Voeux 

Road Central, Hong Kong (Telephone No. 2805 9116).  

 

 

G. Issuing party and issuance date 

 

 The Amendment Rules were gazetted on 19 March 2021. This brief is prepared 

by the Law Society on 19 March 2021. 

 

 

Date: 19 March 2021


















