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Clerk to Panel on Economic Development  

Legislative Council Secretariat 

Legislative Council Complex  

1 Legislative Council Road,  

Central, Hong Kong 

(Attn: Ms Shirley Chan) 

 

 

Dear Ms Chan, 

 

The Incident of the Jumbo Floating Restaurant Suspected to have Sunk 

in the South China Sea 

 

Thank you for your letter of 27 June 2022 attaching a joint letter from 

Dr Hon TIK Chi-yuen and Revd Canon Hon Peter Douglas KOON Ho-ming 

to the Chairman of the Panel on Economic Development (“the Panel”) dated 

24 June 2022 on the captioned matter.  After consulting the Marine 

Department (“the MD”), our reply is as follows – 

 

 

Vessel Licence and Registration Status of the Jumbo Floating Restaurant 

 

2.  The Jumbo Floating Restaurant (“Jumbo”) was a local vessel registered 

under the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance (Cap. 548), and it 

was a marine restaurant licensed as a Class I vessel.  When Jumbo was towed 

out of Hong Kong on 14 June, it still held a valid operating licence for local 

vessel which was effective until 22 June 2022. 
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3.   According to the information provided by the owner of Jumbo, Jumbo 

was registered in Sierra Leone in May 20221. 

 

 

Jumbo Towed out of Hong Kong by an Ocean-going Tugboat 

 

4.  On 13 June, the MD received applications for port clearance 

respectively from the agent of Jumbo and the agent of the ocean-going tugboat 

(“Jaewon 9”) to tow Jumbo from Hong Kong to Cambodia.  The ocean-

going tugboat “Jaewon 9” was registered in South Korea. 

 

5.  Prior to the application for port clearance, Jumbo has submitted to the 

MD the vessel registration document issued to it by its flag state (i.e. Sierra 

Leone) and the declaration of tow worthiness issued by an accredited 

institution authorised by its flag state.  According to the declaration, the 

accredited institution completed the pre-towing survey for Jumbo and the 

ocean-going tugboat “Jaewon 9” in accordance with the relevant regulations 

of the International Maritime Organisation.  Hence, Jumbo could be towed 

from Hong Kong to Cambodia by the ocean-going tugboat “Jaewon 9”.  The 

MD reviewed and accepted that the relevant information was in compliance 

with the requirements for towing at sea, and thus issued port clearance on the 

same day.  In general, no re-survey will be conducted by the MD on vessel 

that has been surveyed by an accredited institution authorised by the relevant 

flag state. 

 

 

Jumbo Leaving Hong Kong Waters  

 

6.  Jumbo was towed out of the Aberdeen Typhoon Shelter at noon on 14 

June by two locally licensed tugboats “Yun Fu” and “Yun Wai”.  After 

Jumbo was being towed to the waters near Lamma Island, the ocean-going 

tugboat “Jaewon 9” took over the towing of Jumbo and left Hong Kong waters 

at about 5 p.m.  During the course of Jumbo’s removal from Hong Kong, a 

vessel deployed by the MD was at the scene to regulate marine traffic and 

monitor the situation en route, with a view to ensuring the smooth towing 

process in Hong Kong waters and no impact on marine safety.  During the 

process, no abnormality was found.  It is the usual practice of the MD to 

cease monitoring a vessel’s navigation status after it has left Hong Kong. 

 

 

                                                      
1
 Local marine legislation does not prohibit the registration of locally licensed vessels in other countries.  

In fact, some local cargo vessels and pleasure vessels are also registered in other countries. 
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The Incident of Jumbo Suspected to have Sunk  

 

7.  In the evening of 20 June, the owner of Jumbo issued a statement to the 

media that in the afternoon of 18 June, Jumbo encountered heavy seas in the 

vicinity of Xisha Islands in the South China Sea, resulting in water entering 

into the hull of the ship and its listing.  The tugboat company responsible for 

the voyage attempted to rescue Jumbo but in vain.  Eventually, Jumbo was 

fully flooded with water and capsized, but no one was injured in the incident. 

 

8.  Subsequently, there were widespread media reports of the “sinking” of 

Jumbo.  As Jumbo still held a valid licence for local vessel on the day of the 

incident (i.e. 18 June), the vessel owner is required to furnish to the MD full 

particulars about the sinking of the local vessel in accordance with section 57 

of the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance (Cap. 548).  The MD, 

however, did not receive the alleged “sinking” report of Jumbo and it 

therefore asked the vessel owner on the morning of 21 June to submit a written 

report of the Jumbo incident that took place in the South China Sea.   

  

9.  The MD received a written report from the agent of the owner of Jumbo 

on 23 June.  The report indicated that on 18 June, when Jumbo was being 

towed by an ocean-going tugboat in the vicinity of Xisha Islands in the South 

China Sea, it capsized due to adverse weather. 

 

 

Follow-up action 
 

10.  After receiving the vessel owner’s incident report, the MD has liaised 

with the administration of Jumbo’s flag state, the company which the ocean-

going tugboat “Jaewon 9” belongs to and the Hainan Maritime Safety 

Administration to request relevant information for reference.  However, no 

reply has been received up to 10 July.  According to the statement issued by 

the owner of Jumbo on 26 June (see Annex), the Sansha Maritime Safety 

Administration under the Hainan Maritime Safety Administration will take 

appropriate measures having regard to the local and international maritime 

laws and regulations. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

11.  The MD has dealt with the Jumbo incident in compliance with local 

marine legislation and international maritime practices.  Overseas-registered 

vessels navigating outside Hong Kong waters are generally controlled and 

managed by their registered flag states.  The MD has not received any 

request from the owner of Jumbo for assistance after the incident.  
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12.  Regarding the ocean-going tugboat “Jaewon 9”, as the vessel is 

registered in Korea and the incident happened outside Hong Kong waters, the 

tugboat is not required to report the incident or submit any written report to 

the MD. 

 

 

13.  According to international maritime practices, if Jumbo’s flag state or 

the administration responsible for the waters in question (i.e. the Sansha 

Maritime Safety Administration) needs to obtain Jumbo-related information 

from the MD, MD will render full support in this regard. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely,            

 

 

 

(Mr Sam KWAN)          

 for the Secretary for Transport and Logistics 

 

 

 

 

c.c. Director of Marine 

 

 



附件 (Annex)




