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Lingnan University (Amendment) Bill 2023

Clause 1 PN509
To
Amend the Lingnan University Ordinance to clarify that while the

Council still preserves the authority to approve the policies
governing the terms and conditions of service of staff, the
Council may delegate to its committee(s) or the President the
power to approve the terms and conditions of service of
individual employees; to stipulate the Senate’s duty to direct
and regulate matters relating to intellectual property rights and
knowledge transfer; to allow appointment of up to three Vice-
Presidents; to amend the student membership in the Council
and the Court; and to provide for related matters.

Enacted by the Legislative Council.

Short title

This Ordinance may be cited as the Lingnan University
(Amendment) Ordinance 2023.

Lingnan University Ordinance amended

The Lingnan University Ordinance (Cap. 1165) is amended as
set out in sections 3 to 12.
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3. Section 2 amended (interpretation)

(1) Section 2, definition of Vice-President—
Repeal
“means the”
Substitute
“means a”.

(2) Section 2—
Repeal the definition of Students’ Union.

4. Section 9 amended (membership of the Court)
(1) Section 9(1)—
Repeal paragraphs (g) and (h)
Substitute

“(g) 1 Vice-President nominated by the President in
accordance with statutes and appointed by the

Council;

(h) 1 full-time student elected by and from the
undergraduate students in accordance with statutes

and appointed by the Council;

(ha) 1 full-time student elected by and from the
postgraduate students in accordance with statutes

and appointed by the Council; and”.
(2) Section 9(5), after “(e)”—
Add
“, (h), (ha)”.
(3) Section 9(7), after “(e)”—
Add
“, (h), (ha)”.
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PN513

(4) Section 9(8)—
Repeal
“or (e)”
Substitute
“, (e), (h) or (ha)”.

5. Section 12 amended (membership of the Council)
(1) Section 12(1)—
Repeal paragraphs (g) and (h)
Substitute

“(2)

(h)

(1)

1 Vice-President nominated by the President in
accordance with statutes and appointed by the
Council;

1 full-time student elected by and from the
undergraduate students in accordance with statutes
and appointed by the Council; and

1 full-time student elected by and from the
postgraduate students in accordance with statutes
and appointed by the Council.”.

(2) Section 12(6)—
Repeal
“or (e)”
Substitute
“, (e), (h) or (1)”.
(3) Section 12(8)—
Repeal
“or (e)”

Substitute
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Clause 6 PN515

“, (e), (h) or (1)”.
(4) Section 12(9)—

Repeal

“or (e)”

Substitute

“, (e), (h) or (1)”.

6. Section 14 amended (committees generally)
(1) Section 14(2)(a), after “to approve”—
Add
“the policies relating to”.
(2) After section 14(2)—
Add

“(2A) Despite subsection (2)(a), the Council may delegate
to the committee the power to approve the terms and
conditions of service of persons in the employment
of the University in accordance with such policies.”.

7. Section 15 amended (appointment of President, Vice-President
and other employees)

(1) Section 15(4)—
Repeal
“a Vice-President”
Substitute
“up to 3 Vice-Presidents”.
(2) Section 15(5)—
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Clause 8 PN517

Repeal

“the Vice-President”
Substitute

“a Vice-President”.

8. Section 16 amended (power of the Council to delegate to the
President)
(1) Section 16(2)(a), after “to approve”—
Add

“the policies relating to”.
(2) Section 16(2)(f)—
Repeal
“the Vice-President”
Substitute
“any Vice-President”.
(3) After section 16(2)—
Add

“(3) Despite subsection (2)(a), the Council may delegate
to the President the power to approve the terms and
conditions of service of persons in the employment
of the University in accordance with such policies.”.

9. Section 18 amended (Senate)
Section 18(2)(b)—
Repeal
“and research”
Substitute

“, research, and all matters relating to intellectual property
rights and knowledge transfer”.
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10.

11.

Section 23 amended (power of the Council to make statutes)
(1) Section 23(1)(g)—
Repeal
“9(1)(d) or (e)”
Substitute
“9(1)(d), (e), (h) or (ha)”.
(2) Section 23(1)(g)—
Repeal
“12(1)(d) or (e)”
Substitute
“12(1)(d), (), (h) or (1)”.

Schedule 1 amended (meetings and procedures of the Court)
(1) Schedule 1, paragraph 7—
Repeal
“the President of the Students’ Union or”.
(2) Schedule 1, paragraph 7—
Repeal
“or (e)”
Substitute
“, (e), (h) or (ha)”.
(3) Schedule 1, paragraph 8—
Repeal
“the President for the time being of the Students” Union”
Substitute

“the full-time student appointed under section 9(1)(h) or
(ha) of the Ordinance”.
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12.

13.

Schedule 2 amended (meetings and procedures of the Council)

(1)

)

)

Schedule 2, paragraph 6—

Repeal

“, the President of the Students’ Union”.
Schedule 2, paragraph 6—

Repeal

“or (e)”

Substitute

“, (e), (h) or (1)".

Schedule 2, paragraph 7—

Repeal

“the President for the time being of the Students’ Union”
Substitute

“the full-time student appointed under section 12(1)(h) or
(1) of the Ordinance”.

Saving

Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect or be deemed to affect
the rights of the Central Authorities or the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Basic
Law and other laws, or the rights of any body politic or
corporate or of any other person except such as are mentioned
in this Ordinance and those claiming by, from or under them.
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Explanatory Memorandum

Paragraph 1

PN523

Explanatory Memorandum

The object of this Bill is to amend the Lingnan University
Ordinance (Cap. 1165) (principal Ordinance)—

(a) to clarify that while the Council still preserves the
authority to approve the policies governing the terms
and conditions of service of staff, the Council may
delegate to its committee(s) or the President the
power to approve the terms and conditions of service
of individual employees;

(b) to stipulate the Senate’s duty to direct and regulate
matters relating to intellectual property rights and
knowledge transfer;

(¢c) to allow appointment of up to three Vice-Presidents;

(d) to amend the student membership in the Council and
the Court; and

(e) to provide for related matters.

2. Clause 1 sets out the short title.
3. Clause 3 repeals the definition of Students’ Union in section 2

of the principal Ordinance, as following the proposed changes
to the student membership in the Council and the Court, the
President of the Students” Union will no longer be a member
of the Council and the Court.

4. Clause 3 also amends the definition of Vice-President in section
2 of the principal Ordinance to provide that more than one
Vice-Presidents could be appointed.

5. Clause 4(1) amends section 9(1)(g) of the principal Ordinance

to—
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Explanatory Memorandum

Paragraph 6

PN525

(a)

(b)

provide that although up to three Vice-Presidents
may be appointed, only one Vice-President will be
appointed to the Council and the Court in order to
maintain the number of members in the Council and
the Court, and the Council is empowered to make
such appointment; and

provide for the Council’s power to make new statutes
to govern the nomination of the Vice-President by
the President for appointment to the Council and the
Court.

Clause 4(1) also amends section 9(1)(h) of the principal

Ordinance to—

(a)

(b)

allow a student representative to be elected from the
undergraduate students to be a member in the
Council and the Court to encourage participation of
the undergraduate students in university business;
and

provide for the Council’s powers to make statutes to
govern the election and to make the appointment.

Clause 4(1) further adds section 9(1)(ha) to the principal

Ordinance to—

(a)

expand the student membership in the Council and
the Court to include postgraduate students to the
effect that their views could be better reflected in the
University’s governance structure. Furthermore, given
that there is a significant increase of the number of
postgraduate students in the University and that
“Augmenting Postgraduate Studies” is one of the
strategic areas in the University’s Strategic Plan
2022-28 this will better allow the University to reflect
overall student representation; and
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Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 8 PN527

10.

11.

12.

(b) provide for the Council’s powers to make statutes to
govern the election and to make the appointment.

Clauses 4(2), 4(3) and 4(4) amend sections 9(5), 9(7) and 9(8)
of the principal Ordinance in line with the amendments to
section 9(1) of the principal Ordinance referred to in
paragraphs 6 and 7 of this Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 5 amends section 12 of the principal Ordinance for the
same justifications as paragraphs 5 to 8 of this Explanatory
Memorandum.

Clause 6 amends section 14(2)(a) of the principal Ordinance to
clarify that while the Council still preserves the authority to
approve the policies governing the terms and conditions of
service of staff and adds a new subsection (2A) to section 14
of the principal Ordinance, to clarify that the Council may still
delegate to its committee(s) or the President the power to
approve the terms and conditions of service of individual
employees as it is impractical for the Council to approve terms
and conditions of every individual employee. By allowing the
Council to delegate to the committee or the President it will
improve their efficiency.

Clause 7 amends sections 15(4) and 15(5) of the principal
Ordinance to allow appointment of up to three Vice-Presidents
to strengthen the University’s management team for the
University’s development.

Clause 8 amends section 16 of the principal Ordinance for the
same justifications as paragraph 10 of this Explanatory
Memorandum.
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Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 13 PN529

13.

14.

15.

Clause 9 amends section 18(2)(b) of the principal Ordinance to
empower the Senate to direct and regulate matters relating to
intellectual property rights and knowledge transfer, given that
the University has started to register trademark and patent that
resulted from its research work and to clarify the role of the
Senate.

Clauses 10 to 12 amend section 23, Schedule 1 and Schedule 2
of the principal Ordinance in line with the amendments to
sections 9 and 12 of the principal Ordinance as referred to in
paragraphs 5 to 9 of this Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 13 is a saving provision required under Rule 50(8) of
the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region.
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