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Shortage of Dentists

Imminent need to increase manpower, especially in public sector

DEntists in Public: Private
Puipr: public/private 1:3
ublic Sector sector '
Att:'ziziztznzZate Department of Health (DH): 7.8% -> 11.8%
1 Attrition Rate 2022-23) Hospital Authority (HA): 11.1% -> 15.9%
Manpower \’13"230“223/’ DH: 370 posts
Shortage 12020 81 -> 100 vacant posts

DH: 58 Dental Officers

Retirement reaching retirement age till 2027-28
=21.5%
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« No internship and period of assessment for dentists before registration at present
 Sector suggested offering opportunities for enhancing clinical exposure in recent years

« |nsufficient to merely rely on dentists to meet the needs for enhancing dental care services
 Ancillary dental workers may play greater role in performing more primary dental services

« Continuing education only mandatory for specialist dentists, with sector exploring similar
arrangement for other dentists
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-

1. New admission pathways for Non-locally trained dentists

\-

-

2. Internship and period of assessment requirement for dentists before full registration

\-

/

3. Statutory registration for ancillary dental workers, retitled as Dental Care Professionals (DenCPs)
\o

-

-

4. Mandatory Continuing Professional Development (CPD) for dentists and DenCPs

\-

\-

-

5. Revamped composition and structure of Dental Council of Hong Kong (DCHK)

\-

J

\-

-

6. Technical amendments to modernise regulatory regime

\-
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1. Introducing new registration pathways

Dentists Registration Ordinance (DRO) now provides two registration pathways:

Awarded a bachelor degree in dentistry by a university in Hong Kong

Locally trained specified in DRO Schedule (i.e. The University of Hong Kong (HKU))

» Recently increased training places on 4 occasions, from 30 in 2008-09 to 90 in 2022-23

Passed DCHK's licensing examination and complied with conditions (if

Non-locally trained any) imposed by DCHK under DRO

 Doubled frequency since 2015-16, with only 10-30 passing per year
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Full Registration

Limited Reaistrati Non-locally trained dentists to serve in specified institutions
Imitea Registration for max 3 years; may be extended by DCHK

. : : Non-locally trained specialist dentists to serve in specified
Special Registration institutions for max 3 years; may be extended by DCHK May migrate to

full registration

\nternship for local dental graduates or period of
Provisional Registration assessment for non-locally trained dentists who passed
licensing examination (i.e. not limited / special registration)

Non-locally trained dentists for short-term exchange
for max 14 days

Temporary Registration

13
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1. Introducing new registration pathways: Limited Registration

> selected for full-time employment by a specified institution (DH, HA, HKU, Prince Philip Dental
Hospital (PPDH) or other institutions specified by Secretary of Health); or

type of employment determined and promulgated by DCHK

(b) > obtained a qualification outside Hong Kong which is recognised by DCHK

Limited

(c) > adequate and relevant full-time post-qualification clinical experience

Registration

(d) > registered as a dentist under the law of a place outside Hong Kong

Must satisfy DCHK that:

(e) > has not been prohibited by DCHK from taking a licensing examination

(f) > is of good character

15



1. FRAFNEEMERRE : 45hIEE

SWRETEZERIEFRE (BEE BER - 8KE  FERTRERIEM
@) ) HEsEERRRGHKE )

@)E%%%éﬂh%%é%é%

CEREEESNER (BE ) FORLIa ; 5 BERRCEIRAER
) ) FetimERNEZEEEE

15 Bl 5

)m S DR RHNEBNE I e

\/
H
S
SFI
mR
ml}
A3
=
W
tl-
i
g|
By

@>Eﬁ§ﬂﬁm




1. Introducing new registration pathways: Special Registration

\> selected for full-time employment by a specified institution (DH, HA, HKU, PPDH or other
(@) ) institutions specified by Secretary of Health)

(b) > obtained a qualification outside Hong Kong which is recognised by DCHK

awarded a Fellowship from Hong Kong Academy of Medicine (HKAM) in specialty of
dental surgery; or certified by HKAM as having achieved a professional standard

Special equivalent to that for the award of HKAM Fellowship

Registration

(d) > adequate and relevant full-time post-qualification clinical experience

Must satisfy DCHK that: (e) > registered as a dentist under the law of a place outside Hong Kong

(f) > has not been prohibited by DCHK from taking a licensing examination

(9) > is of good character
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1. Introducing new registration pathways: Migration to Full Registration

Limited Special

Registration Registration

(a) Engaged in one or more specified institutions for at least 5 years in aggregate
(b) Certified by every institution(s) to have satisfactorily served with reference to DCHK’s criteria

DCHK must exempt
part or all of
licensing examination

DCHK must exempt
part of
licensing examination

Licensing Examination

Full Registration

19
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1. Introducing new registration pathways: Temporary Registration

(a) Applicant to apply for another person
Temporary
Registration
M isfy DCHK that:
ust satisfy DCHK that (b) Subject person exclusively for performing clinical teaching or

research for the applicant

21
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An arrangement to enhance dentists’ professional
standards regardless of manpower supply

Enhance clinical experience of local dental graduates /
non-locally trained dentists in real-life settings

Need to complete internship / period of assessment
before full registration, similar to medical practitioners

Apply to local dental graduates in class of 2025 and
thereafter

Community
Special Dental
Service

Hospital Dental
Service

General
Dentistry

School Dental
Care Service
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2. Internship and Period of Assessment: Provisional Registration

Non-locally trained dentists who
Local dental graduates passed licensing examination

(not limited / special registration)
Provisional Registration

Internship Period of assessment
(12 months; (12 months;
may be extended by DCHK) may be extended or shortened by DCHK)

Scope of work decided by DCHK

Work in DH, HA or other
institutions specified by
Secretary for Health

Certificate of experience

Full Registration

25
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3. Enhance Regulatory Control over DenCPs

Dental Hygienists Dental Therapists

» Required to enrol once under existing law  No statutory registration or enrolment
mechanism at present
 Currently employed in public or private sector
Currently only employed by DH to serve persons
« Perform preventive dental care (oral examination, under 18 in School Dental Care Service
education, teeth cleaning & polishing, fluoride
application, scaling) in accordance with Perform preventive dental care and certain
directions of a dentist who is present in the curative dental care (filling, extraction) in
premises at all times accordance with directions of a dentist who is
present in the premises at all times
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3. Enhance Regulatory Control over DenCPs: Highlights of the Bill

Introduce statutory registration system under DCHK's regulatory control

Must be engaged by registered dentist(s), or partnership, organisation, establishment or body
corporate with registered dentist(s), as in current practice

Suitably relax scope of work on a risk-based approach

May perform independently Oral examination, Education, Teeth cleaning & polishing, Fluoride application

Requires dentist’s examination Taking radiograph
Requires dentist’s examination and Scaling
presence in same premises Filling, Extraction (dental therapists only; can perform on persons under 18)

[Note: No age limit if the dental therapist (a) completed training recognised by DCHK or
(b) was certified by DH as having adequate knowledge, experience and competency]

Implement within 3 years after passage of the Bill, enabling dental therapists to work outside DH
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* Become mandatory requirement for renewing practising certificate

 Apply to both registered dentists and registered DenCPs

 Detailed arrangements governed by DCHK
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Members increased from 12 to 24,
with lay members from 3 to 9

Preliminary Education and

Investigation Accreditation
Committee Committee

May establish more than one
to process complaints and
disciplinary proceedings
more efficiently

Examination
Committee

CPD Committee

Health Committee
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ORORORORORORORC,

Updating definition of “practising dentistry” to safeguard patients’ safety

Empowering Secretary for Health to give directions to DCHK, e.g. providing information on registrants for
public health care policies

Removing hurdles for digitalisation in provisions guiding DCHK's operation

Repealing provisions on “dental companies” and DCHK’s power on inspection of premises
to align with Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance

Redefining “practising list” and “non-practising list” to better ensure dentists’ timely updates

Cancelling requirement for displaying certificate of registration in line with other healthcare professionals

Repealing obsolete provisions concerning dentists who registered under 1940 DRO

Modernising “covering” offence for dentists given the regulation of DenCPs
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