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Cheung further held that:

(a) (paragraph 68) the SFC is empowered, under section 183(1) of the SFO (as which Clause 117(1) to (4) of
the Bill is similarly worded), to require the production of means of access to email accounts and digital devices
which contain, or are likely to contain, information relevant to its investigations even though the email accounts
and digital devices would likely also contain other personal or private materials which are not relevant to the SFC’s
investigations; and

(b) (paragraphs 65, 67-69) as a matter of principle, where a warrant authorises the seizure of a particular
document, the empowered officer is lawfully entitled to seize the whole file containing the document for the
purpose of examination, without having to separate the individual sheet authorised to be seized, provided what he
does is reasonable in the circumstances. Such principle has been extended to authorise the seizure of, or the taking
of an image of, a computer hard disk containing relevant documents, even though it would almost inevitably
contain vast amounts of personal or private materials which are not relevant to the investigation. The reasoning
behind such extension of the above principle is driven by the practical reality that information, documents and
records are nowadays mostly kept in digital or electronic forms and stored in (inter alia) email accounts and digital
devices which (i) would almost inevitably contain large amounts of personal or private, but irrelevant, materials,
and (ii) are often also protected by specific login names/IDs and passwords.
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