LC Paper No. CB(1)10/2025

Legislative Council
Panel on Development
Minutes of meeting

Date - Wednesday, 18 December 2024
Time : 8:30am
Venue - Conference Room 1,

Legislative Council Complex

Attendance

The attendance of Members, public officers, and the Clerk and staff in attendance
Isin Appendix 1.

(The verbatim record of proceedings is in Appendix 2.)
l. Information paper(s) issued since last meeting

No information paper had been issued since the last meeting.
. Proposals to amend the Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123)

2. The Administration briefed the Panel on the proposals to amend the
Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123) (“BO”). The Administration advised that
amendments to BO were proposed in three areas, namely (a) expediting the
inspection and repair of buildings, (b) rationalizing the policy for handling
unauthorized building works (“UBWSs”), and (c) enhancing building works safety.
A two-month public consultation on the amendment proposals would be launched
within 2024. Taking into account the public views, the Administration would
finalize the proposed amendments and commence the drafting of the amendment
bill with the target of introducing the amendment bill into the Legislative Council
in the first half of 2026.

3. The Panel deliberated on the item and the Administration responded to
Members’ views and enquiries. Members who spoke included (in speaking
order): Mr LAU Kwok-fan, Prof CHOW Man-kong, Mr Stanley NG, Ms CHAN
Yuet-ming, Mr CHAN Hok-fung, Mr Andrew LAM (Deputy Chairman),
Mr TANG Ka-piu, Dr Wendy HONG, Mr Edward LEUNG, Mrs Regina IP,
Mr Tony TSE, Mr Kenneth LAU, Mr LEUNG Man-kwong, Dr CHAN Han-pan,
Ms Doreen KONG, Mr Frankie YICK, Mr YANG Wing-kit and Mr Louis
LOONG.



Follow-up actions

4, The Panel generally supported the Administration’s proposal to amend
BO to further ensure building safety and enhance building works safety.
Members raised concerns and expressed views on a number of specific proposals
put forward by the Administration, including the increase of penalties to urge
owners to comply with various statutory orders and notices under BO or against
the non-compliance of removal orders for “serious UBWSs”; the enforcement
against “minor UBWSs” that were related to people’s daily life and “serious
UBWSs” that posed threat to public safety or constituted serious contraventions
respectively; and the legal liabilities of owners who acquired properties with
existing “serious UBWSs” or of the solicitor or estate agent who assisted in the
acquisition of the property. Members also urged the Administration to take a
proactive stance in listening to the views of relevant sectors and the public during
the public consultation. The Administration noted Members’ views on this item.

I11.  Capital Works Reserve Fund block allocations for 2025-2026

5. Members noted that at present, there were a total of 26 block allocation
subheads under the 11 Heads of Expenditure of the Capital Works Reserve Fund
(“CWRF”). The Administration estimated that a total allocation of
$41,615.8 million would be required for 2025-2026 to providing funding for the
relevant Heads of Expenditure under CWRF.

6. The Panel deliberated on the item and the Administration responded to
Members’ views and enquiries. Members who spoke included (in speaking
order): Mr Michael TIEN, Ir Gary ZHANG, Mrs Regina IP, Mr YIU Pak-leung
and Dr Wendy HONG. The Administration noted Members’ views on this item.

Follow-up actions

7. Regarding Subhead A007GX (Computerisation) under Head 710 (New
administrative computer systems), Members requested the Administration to
provide further information to explain the vetting criteria for estimates under the
subhead and the mechanism by which the priorities of projects were determined.

8. The Panel had no objection to the submission of the proposed CWRF
block allocations for 2025-2026 to the Public Works Subcommittee for
consideration.



IV.  Any other business

9. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 10:38 am.

Council Business Divisions
Legislative Council Secretariat
8 January 2025
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Public Officers attending

Agenda item Il

Ms Bernadette LINN, JP
Secretary for Development

Ms Doris HO Pui-ling, JP
Permanent Secretary for Development (Planning & Lands)

Ms Jenny CHOI Mui-fun, JP
Deputy Secretary for Development (Planning & Lands)?2

Miss CHEUNG Hoi-shan
Principal Assistant Secretary for Development (Planning & Lands)3

Ms Clarice YU Po-mei, JP
Director of Buildings

Mr Michael PANG Yuk-lung
Assistant Director of Buildings/Corporate Services

Agenda item 111

Ms Sabrina LAW Chung, JP
Deputy Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury (Treasury)3

Ms Kimmey HO Wing-kwan
Principal Assistant Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
(Treasury) (Works)

Ms Pecvin YONG Pui-wan, JP
Deputy Director, Northern Metropolis Co-ordination Office, Development
Bureau

Mr Frankie FUNG Yiu-man
Principal Assistant Secretary for Development (Project Capability and
Strategy)

Ms Karen LEUNG Miu-yin
Assistant Director of Lands (Specialist)3

Mr Raymond CHAN Bak-hang
Assistant Director of Architectural Services (Property Services)

Mr Murphy CHIU Hon-fai
Chief Property Services Manager (3), Architectural Services Department

Mr Robin LEE Hong-nin
Deputy Director of Drainage Services



-3 -

Mr Harry MA Hon-ngai, JP
Deputy Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Mr Tony CHEUNG Wai-hung
Assistant Director of Environmental Protection (Environmental
Infrastructure)

Dr Jackie YIP Yin
Assistant Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation (Country
Parks)

Mr Richard NG Chin-hung, JP
Deputy Director of Highways

Mr Joseph CHUNG Siu-wing
Deputy Project Manager (Major Works)2, Highways Department

Ms Jenny CHAN Wai-man, JP
Assistant Director of Home Affairs (2)

Mr Paul AU Ying-Kkit
Chief Engineer (Works), Home Affairs Department

Mr Louis LEUNG Sze-ho
Deputy Secretary-General (1), University Grants Committee Secretariat

Mr Samuel FAN Kim-fung
Chief Maintenance Surveyor (School Premises Maintenance), Education
Bureau

Ms Joanmi LI Wing-shan
Senior Maintenance Surveyor (School Premises Maintenance)2, Education
Bureau

Mr Alan YUNG Ying-fai
Assistant Director of Social Welfare (Planning and Development)

Mr Alfred WONG Kwok-fai
Deputy Director of Water Supplies

Mr Esmond WONG Pak-shing
Chief Civil Engineer (Public Works Programme), Housing Department

Clerk in attendance

Ms Connie HO, Chief Council Secretary (1)2



Staff in attendance

Miss Rita YUNG, Senior Council Secretary (1)2
Mr William AU-YEUNG, Council Secretary (1)2
Ms Haley CHEUNG, Legislative Assistant (1)2
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