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“The purpose of the definition is to describe the work of the
optometry profession insufficiently broad terms to ensure that it
embraces all those engaged in optical work who ought to be
registered. This definition does not purport to describe all the work an
optometrist may do, but at the same time it does not prevent him
from performing additional functions, such as the detection of ocular
diseases. By the same token, restrictions may be imposed, through
regulations, on the type of work which can be undertaken by different
categories of optometrists.”
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Mailing Address: Room 1302, Office Tower Two, Grand Plaza, 625 Nathan Road, Kowloon
Voice Mail System: 3126 9938  Fax: 3126 9980
Website: www.hkspo.org.hk. Official facebook: www.facebook.com/HKSPO
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Year Purpose Reference
1991 | A submission to the working party on primary health care CB(2)2414/98-
99(03)
1999 | Advocate for integrating optometrist into the health care CB(2)2395/98-
system of many industrialized countries. 99(02)
2000 | Advocate for integrating optometrist into health care system: CB(2)2567/99-
Patient referrals by optometrists to Hospital Authority specialist 00
clinics
2008 In Response to the Health Care Reform Consultation Document: https://www.
Your Health Your Life healthbureau.
«  Promote the need of regular eye check for the public, gov.hk/beStro
especially for the high risk group; e.g., diabetics (10% of the ng/files/organi
HK population has diabetes) zations/0096.
«  Place optometrist on the first point of contact for eye pdf
patient
«  Utilize the full competency of the optometrist
« Have referrals by the optometrist accepted by the Hospital
Authority
2008 | Expresses strong dissatisfaction that the Administration have CB(2)2799/07-
neglected the role of optometrists in enhancing primary care. 08
Optometrists have been trained to provide a wide range of
professional eye care services. Apart from sight testing, they can
play a vital part in detecting eye diseases and visual problems
2018 | We met with representatives from the Food and Health Bureau
to express our interest in joining the Primary Care Directory. In
response, the Bureau indicated that an amendment of SMPC
was planned and that a consultation would be conducted to
address this matter.
2020 | Policy address: Advocate for expanding optometrist scope
practice and actively involved in children’s short-sightedness
control measure.
2024 | Policy address: Advocate for expanding the role and scope of

practice of optometrists (Part 1) in primary healthcare.
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