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Hong Kong Baptist University (Amendment) Bill 2025

Clause 1 PN2483

A BILL
To

Amend the Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance to update the
objects and clarify the powers of the University; to reform the
membership composition of the University’s Council; to amend
procedure of Council meetings; to clarify the non-delegable
duties of the University’s Council and the powers of the
University’s Senate; and to provide for related matters.

Enacted by the Legislative Council.

1. Short title

This Ordinance may be cited as the Hong Kong Baptist
University (Amendment) Ordinance 2025.

2. Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance amended

The Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance (Cap. 1126) is
amended as set out in sections 3 to 14.

3. Section 2 amended (interpretation)
(1) Section 2, English text, definition of University—
Repeal the full stop

Substitute a semicolon.
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Clause 4 PN2485
(2) Section 2—
Repeal the definitions of academic year and eligible staff.
(3) Section 2—
Add in alphabetical order
“Vice-Presidents (E|#{%) mean the Provost and Vice-
Presidents of the University.”.
4. Section 3 amended (incorporation and objects of the University)

5.

Section 3(2)—

Repeal

“The objects of the University shall, subject to this
Ordinance, be to provide for studies, training and research
in science, commerce, social science, arts and other
subjects of learning.”

Substitute

“The objects of the University are, subject to this
Ordinance, to provide for education, research and
development in science and technology, commerce, social
sciences, arts and other subjects of learning as well as
knowledge transfer and services to the community.”.

Section 5 amended (seal of the University)

(1)

2)

Section 5(a), English text—
Repeal

“authorized”

Substitute

“authorised”.

Section 5(b)(ii), English text—
Repeal
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Clause 6 PN2487

“authorized”
Substitute

“authorised”.

6. Section 7 amended (the powers of the University)

(1) Section 7—
Repeal
“Subject to section §, the”
Substitute
“The”.

(2) Section 7(b), after “enter into any contract”—
Add

“, partnership or other form of joint venture with any
person”.

(3) Section 7(e), after “engage persons on a”’—
Add

“full-time or”.

7. Section 15 amended (membership of the Council)
(1) Section 15(1)—
Repeal paragraph (d)
Substitute

“(d) 1 member elected by and from the full-time staff of
the University and appointed by the Council;”.

(2) Section 15(1)(e)—
Repeal
“2 members”
Substitute
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(4)

)

(6)

(7

“1 member”.

(3) Section 15(1)—
Repeal paragraph (g)
Substitute

“(2)

up to 3 Vice-Presidents, one of which is the Provost
or the Vice-President to whom the Dean of each of
the faculties, schools and equivalent bodies of the
University reports, nominated by the University and
appointed by the Council;”.

Section 15(1)—
Repeal paragraph (h).
Section 15(1)—
Repeal paragraph (i)
Substitute

(1)

1 member elected by and from the full-time
undergraduate and full-time sub-degree students of
the University and appointed by the Council;”.

After section 15(1)(1)—

Add

)

(k)

I member elected by and from the full-time
postgraduate students of the University and
appointed by the Council; and

1 member from the alumni nominated by an alumni
association of the University designated by the
Council and appointed by the Council.”.

Section 15(3B)—
Repeal
“Or (6)77

Substitute
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*, (@), (1), () or (k)”.

8. Section 16 amended (meetings and procedure of the Council)
(1) Section 16(1), after “may appoint.”—
Add

“If the Chairman allows, one or more members may
attend a meeting of the Council using technology that
enables them to listen, speak and vote at the meeting.”.

(2) Section 16—
Repeal subsection (7)
Substitute

“(7) The members referred to in section 15(1)(i) and (j)
are not entitled to participate in considering the
appointment, promotion or personal affairs of
individual officers, teachers and other staff members
or the admission or academic assessment of or
disciplinary action against individual students or any
other business of the Council as the Chairman may,
in his absolute discretion, decide to exclude such
members from.”.

9. Section 18 amended (committees generally)
(1) Section 18(4), English text, after “the power”—
Add
“to”.

(2) Section 18(4)—
Repeal paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d)
Substitute
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“(a)

(b)
©

(d)

approve the policy governing the terms and
conditions of service of persons in the employment
of the University;

approve the estimates of income and expenditure;

authorise the preparation of the statements required
under section 25(2); or

make statutes under section 30.”.

10. Section 21 amended (power of the Council to delegate to the
President and Vice-Chancellor)

Section 21(2)—
Repeal paragraphs (a), (b) and (c)
Substitute

“(a)

(b)
(©

approve the policy governing the terms and
conditions of service of persons in the employment
of the University;

approve the estimates of income and expenditure;

authorise the preparation of the statements required
under section 25(2); or”.

11. Section 23 amended (Senate)
(1) Section 23(1)—
Repeal paragraph (d)
Substitute

“(d)

regulate assessments; and”.

(2) After section 23(1)(d)—

Add
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“(e) confer degrees and academic awards of the
University other than honorary degrees and honorary
awards.”.

12. Section 25 amended (accounts)
Section 25(2)—
Repeal
“cause to be prepared”
Substitute

“prepare”.

13. Section 29 amended (unauthorized use of title of the University)
(1) Section 29, English text, heading—
Repeal
“Unauthorized”
Substitute
“Unauthorised”.
(2) Section 29(1), English text—
Repeal
“organizer”
Substitute
“organiser”.
(3) Section 29(1), English text—
Repeal
“organization” (wherever appearing)
Substitute

“organisation”.
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14. Section 30 amended (power of the Council to make statutes)
(1) Section 30(g)—
Repeal

“of the eligible staff”.
(2) Section 30(g), after “section 15(1)(d)”—
Add

“, (i) or ().

15. Saving

Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect or be deemed to affect
the rights of the Central Authorities or the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Basic
Law and other laws, or the rights of any body politic or
corporate or of any other person except such as are mentioned
in this Ordinance and those claiming by, from or under them.
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Hong Kong Baptist University (Amendment) Bill 2025

Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 1 PN2499

Explanatory Memorandum

The object of this Bill is to amend the Hong Kong Baptist
University Ordinance (Cap. 1126) (principal Ordinance)—

(a) to update the objects and clarify the powers of the
University;

(b) to reform the membership composition of the
University’s Council;

(c) to amend procedure of Council meetings;

(d) to clarify the non-delegable duties of the University’s
Council and the powers of the University’s Senate;
and

(e) to provide for related matters.

2. Clause 1 sets out the short title.

3. Clause 3 repeals the definition of academic year in section 2 of
the principal Ordinance as it is not used in the principal
Ordinance.

4. Clause 3 also repeals the definition of eligible staff in section 2

of the principal Ordinance as it is no longer used as a result of
the amendments referred to in paragraphs 11 and 31 of this
Explanatory Memorandum.

S. Clause 3 also adds the definition of Vice-Presidents in section 2
of the principal Ordinance, as consequential amendments
following the proposed changes to the Vice-President
membership in the Council referred to in paragraph 13 of this
Explanatory Memorandum.
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Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 6 PN2501

6.

10.

11.

12.

Clause 4 amends section 3(2) of the principal Ordinance to
keep the objects of the University relevant and up to date.

Clause 5 amends sections 5(a) and 5(b)(ii) of the principal
Ordinance to adopt British English spelling.

Clause 6 amends section 7 of the principal Ordinance to clean
up references to the repealed section 8 of the principal
Ordinance.

Clause 6 also amends section 7(b) of the principal Ordinance
to provide that besides entering into any contract, the
University has the power to enter into a partnership or joint
venture with any person, which clarifies ambiguities and better
reflects the actual practice at the University.

Clause 6 also amends section 7(e) of the principal Ordinance to
provide that besides engaging persons on a part-time basis, the
University has the power to engage persons on a full-time basis,
and for the same justification as in paragraph 9 of this
Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 7 amends section 15(1)(d) of the principal Ordinance
to—

(a) reduce the number of staff-elected members from
two to one, to promote good governance by reducing
the proportion of internal members; and

(b) broaden the pool of staff eligible to vote and run for
the position of staff-elected member.

Clause 7 also amends section 15(1)(e) of the principal
Ordinance to reduce the number of Senate-nominated members
from two to one for the same justification as in paragraph 11(a)
of this Explanatory Memorandum.
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Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 13 PN2503

13.

14.

15.

Clause 7 also amends section 15(1)(g) of the principal
Ordinance to provide that irrespective of the number of Vice-
Presidents, only up to three Vice-Presidents (one of whom
should be the Provost or the Vice-President to whom the Deans
report) will be appointed to the Council in order to maintain
the ratio of external and internal members in the Council, and
the Council is empowered to make such appointment.

Clause 7 also repeals section 15(1)(h) of the principal
Ordinance to remove the membership of Deans of faculties
and schools from the Council and to reclassify them as officers-
in-attendance at Council meetings for the same justification as
in paragraph 11(a) of this Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 7 also amends section 15(1)(i) of and adds section 15(1)(j)
to the principal Ordinance to—

(a) replace the ex officio Student Union President under
the existing principal Ordinance with a member
elected by and from the full-time undergraduate and
full-time sub-degree students of the University, and
the Council is empowered to make such appointment;
and

(b) expand the student membership in the Council to
include postgraduate students with a member elected
by and from the full-time postgraduate students of
the University to the effect that their views could be
better reflected in the University’s governance
structure, and the Council is empowered to make
such appointment.
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Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 16 PN2505

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Clause 7 also adds section 15(1)(k) to the principal Ordinance
to enhance alumni representation on the Council by allowing
an alumni representative to be nominated by an alumni
association of the University designated by the Council, and
the Council is empowered to make such appointment.

Clause 7 also amends section 15(3B) of the principal Ordinance
as consequential amendments following the amendments
referred to in paragraphs 15 and 16 of this Explanatory
Memorandum.

Clause 8 amends section 16(1) of the principal Ordinance to
allow Council members to attend Council meetings online
using technology that enables them to listen, speak and vote
upon the permission of the Council Chairman.

Clause 8 also amends section 16(7) of the principal Ordinance
to—

(a) make consequential amendments following the
amendments to sections 15(1)(1) and 15(1)(j) of the
principal Ordinance referred to in paragraph 15 of
this Explanatory Memorandum; and

(b) cover matters relating to disciplinary action against
individual students or any other business of the
Council as determined by the Council Chairman.

Clause 9 amends section 18(4) of the principal Ordinance to
enhance readability and accuracy.

Clause 9 also amends section 18(4)(a) of the principal
Ordinance to clarify that while the Council still preserves the
authority to approve the policies governing the terms and
conditions of service of staff, the Council may still delegate to
its committee the power to approve the terms and conditions
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Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 22 PN2507

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

of service of individual employees as it is impractical for the
Council to approve terms and conditions of every individual
employee. By allowing the Council to delegate to one or more
of the committees, it will improve their efficiency.

Clause 9 also amends section 18(4)(b) of the principal
Ordinance to clean up references to the repealed section 24 of
the principal Ordinance.

Clause 9 also amends section 18(4)(c) of the principal
Ordinance for the same justification as in paragraph 7 of this
Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 9 also amends section 18(4)(d) of the principal
Ordinance for the same justification as in paragraph 20 of this
Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 10 amends section 21(2)(a) of the principal Ordinance
for the same justification as in paragraph 21 of this Explanatory
Memorandum.

Clause 10 also amends section 21(2)(b) of the principal
Ordinance for the same justification as in paragraph 22 of this
Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 10 also amends section 21(2)(c) of the principal
Ordinance for the same justification as in paragraph 7 of this
Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 11 amends section 23(1)(d) of and adds section 23(1)(e)
to the principal Ordinance to clarify ambiguities and better
reflect the actual practice at the University.
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Hong Kong Baptist University (Amendment) Bill 2025

Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 29 PN2509

29.

30.

31.

32.

Clause 12 amends section 25(2) of the principal Ordinance for
the same justification as in paragraph 20 of this Explanatory
Memorandum.

Clause 13 amends the heading of section 29, sections 29(1) and
29(1)(b) of the principal Ordinance for the same justification as
in paragraph 7 of this Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 14 amends section 30(g) of the principal Ordinance to
make consequential amendments following the amendments to
section 15(1)(d) referred to in paragraph 11 of this Explanatory
Memorandum; and amendments to section 15(1)(i) and
addition of section 15(1)(j) referred to in paragraph 15 of this
Explanatory Memorandum.

Clause 15 is a saving provision required under Rule 50(8) of
the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region.
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