LC Paper No. CB(3)1183/2025

Legislative Council
Bills Committee on Betting Duty (Amendment) Bill 2025
Minutes of meeting

Date :  Friday, 11 July 2025
Time :10:45am
Venue - Conference Room 2B of the

Legislative Council Complex

Attendance
The attendance of Members, public officers, the Clerk and staff is in Appendix 1.

(The verbatim record of proceedings is in Appendix 2.)

l. Meeting with the Administration

The Administration briefed the Bills Committee on the Betting Duty
(Amendment) Bill 2025 (“the Bill”). The Bill sought to amend the Betting Duty
Ordinance (Cap. 108), the Betting Duty Regulations (Cap. 108A) and the
Specification of Public Offices Notice (Cap. 1C) to: (a) empower the Secretary
for Home and Youth Affairs to authorize betting on basketball matches; (b) charge
a duty on the net stake receipts derived from the conduct of authorized betting on
basketball matches; (c) allow companies that conduct authorized betting on
basketball matches to bet on basketball matches for the purpose of hedging; (d)
repeal obsolete provisions on guaranteed amount for non-local horse races; and
(e) make related and textual amendments.

2. The Bills Committee deliberated on the policy issues relating to the Bill
and the Administration responded to Members’ views and enquiries. Members
who spoke included (in speaking order): Revd Canon Peter Douglas KOON,
Mr Jimmy NG, Prof CHOW Man-kong, Mr TANG Ka-piu, Ms Nixie LAM,
Dr TIK Chi-yuen, Mr Edward LEUNG, Mr Kenneth FOK, Mr LAU Kwok-fan,
Ir CHAN Siu-hung, Mr LUK Chung-hung, Ms Carmen KAN,
Ms YUNG Hoi-yan, Mr Tommy CHEUNG, Dr Johnny NG, Ms CHAN Hoi-yan
and Mr CHAN Chun-ying (Chairman).

Follow-up actions

3. The Administration was requested to provide written responses to the
following issues: (a) the law enforcement departments’ efforts in blocking the IP
addresses of illegal gambling websites and the relevant figures; (b) the key
performance indicators in relation to and effectiveness of the work of the four
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existing counselling and treatment centres funded by the Ping Wo Fund; (c)
whether the Administration has commissioned/will commission an independent
third-party organization to verify the accuracy of the figures provided by The
Hong Kong Jockey Club (“*HKJC”) concerning the participation of Hong Kong
residents in illegal gambling activities; and (d) the age distribution of the 430 000
Hong Kong residents participating in illegal basketball betting in 2024, according
to the information provided by HKJC.

4, The Bills Committee agreed to invite written views from the public on the
Bill.
5. The Bills Committee would commence clause-by-clause examination of

the Bill at the next meeting and Members would be informed of the date of the
next meeting in due course.

1. Any other business
6. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 12:39 pm.
Council Business Divisions

Legislative Council Secretariat
24 July 2025
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Legislative Council
Bills Committee on Betting Duty (Amendment) Bill 2025

Meeting
Date X Friday, 11 July 2025
Time : 10:45 am
Venue Conference Room 2B of the

Legislative Council Complex

Attendance
Present (Bills Committee members)

Hon CHAN Chun-ying, BBS, JP (Chairman)
Hon Tommy CHEUNG Yu-yan, GBM, GBS, JP
Hon Jimmy NG Wing-ka, SBS, JP

Hon YUNG Hoi-yan, JP

Hon LAU Kwok-fan, MH, JP

Dr Hon Johnny NG Kit-chong, MH, JP

Prof Hon CHOW Man-kong, JP

Hon Nixie LAM Lam

Hon Edward LEUNG Hei

Ir Hon CHAN Siu-hung, BBS, JP

Hon CHAN Hoi-yan

Revd Canon Hon Peter Douglas KOON Ho-ming, SBS, JP
Hon TANG Ka-piu, BBS, JP

Hon Kenneth FOK Kai-kong, BBS, JP

Hon Carmen KAN Wai-mun, JP

In attendance (Non-Bills Committee members)

Hon LUK Chung-hung, JP
Dr Hon TIK Chi-yuen, SBS, JP

Public Officers attending

Agenda item |

Miss Alice MAK Mei-kuen, SBS, JP
Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Mr Paul WONG Yan-yin
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Deputy Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Home Affairs)
Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Mr Henry YIM Kwan-lok
Principal Assistant Secretary (Home Affairs)
Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Mr LEUNG Kin-wa, JP
Deputy Commissioner (Operations)
Inland Revenue Department

Ms CHAN Ut-chan
Chief Assessor (Stamp Office)
Inland Revenue Department

Miss Celia HO Wai-kwan
Senior Government Counsel
Department of Justice

Miss Natalie WONG Man-huen
Government Counsel
Department of Justice

Clerk in attendance

Ms Joanne MAK, Chief Council Secretary (3)2
Staff in attendance

Ms Clara WONG, Assistant Legal Adviser 4

Mr Joey LO, Senior Council Secretary (3)4
Ms Louisa YU, Legislative Assistant (3)2
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